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Lenten greetings,

It’s been almost two and a half months since I moved to Montana, and every day I am grateful to be in this 
beautiful state, serving Bozeman UMC and Park County. Last month, I was able to meet and speak with 
several of you at the “Meet, Greet, and Eat” open house. I felt very welcomed and enjoyed getting to meet 
and converse with you (and enjoyed the yummy treats too).

In the weeks following the new year, Pastor Zach continued the “Down to Earth” series, leading us to 
contemplate what “Down to Earth” love, humility, lifestyle, and obedience looked like as Jesus lived it and 
how we as His followers are following in His footsteps. During this Lenten season on up to Easter, we are 
journeying through “Questions Jesus Asked”. These are questions that Jesus asked his followers then, which 
are the same questions He asks us today as his modern day followers. In April, we will reclaim joy and 
laughter in our faith as we move through “The Holiness of Laughter” series. (I don’t know about you, but I am 
always up for some laughter!)

This leads us right into joy. I find immense joy in gathering with folks and sharing our experiences of God 
showing up in our lives, and delving deeper into who God is.  As Pastor of Nurture Care, this ministry is 
allowing me to develop relationships within our church family, and to learn more about the faith journeys of 
each of you. I get to find out how God is showing up for those involved in our ministries, and then how we 
can show up with the folks in our congregation! I have been speaking to our lay leaders, whom are part of 
our Nurture Care Team, to assess our Nurture Care ministries and determine our path forward. Stay tuned…

An important part of the Lenten season for me is leading or participating in a Lenten study. Lenten studies 
provide a venue to remind me to stop and breathe, and contemplate the enormity of Jesus Christ’s gift of 
grace to us. It is fulfilling and joyful to be with a group of people who are willing to be challenged to grow in 
Christ. Lent is an opportunity for all of us to be real alone and with each other. It is safe to come as you are.  
So this season does provide joy for me in the practice of small group studies.

I am especially drawn to Holy Week and the events associated with it. The week is visually and emotionally 
stirring for me. I actively engage in the Scriptures experiencing them either physically or in my imagination – 
waving the palm branches, hearing the shouted words of the people, sometimes having my feet washed. I 
journey to the cross with Jesus. Then I weep with Mary. I acknowledge darkness as I await the arrival of the 
resurrected Christ. I burst into song at His resurrection and become further blessed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentacost. Even though God is always alive in my life, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost make 
it more vibrant for me. He is so real, so alive… how do I live out this reality the rest of the year?

During this Lenten season, may you experience God’s love in new and lasting ways. I pray for God to give 
us the strength to make the changes that are needed in our lives, and the courage to take on the work of 
transforming the world.
In Christ’s love… Pastor Mari-Emilie

April & May Chimes

Sunday Worship Series
April 2023

Lenten Sermon Series: “Questions Jesus Asked”
Palm Sunday April 2, BUMC 9:30am, LWUMC 11am

Maundy Thursday April 6, 6pm at LWUMC 51 Cameron Bridge Rd.
Good Friday April 7, 6pm at Bozeman UMC 121 S. Willson

Easter Sunday April 9th: 7am Sunrise at Burke Park; 
9:30am at BUMC; 11am at LWUMC.

Post Easter Sermon Series April 16-May 28th: 
“The Holiness of Laughter”

Youth Sunday April 30th
Pentecost May 28th

Preview of June 2023 Sermon Series:
“Mix Tapes: The Psalms”

“We Are In This Together: Summer Lay Series”

Join the Easter Combo Choir
All singers from 7th grade to 
seniors are encouraged to 

participate in the Easter Combo 
Choir that will sing with Brass 
and Organ accompaniment on 

Easter Sunday April 9. 
Rehearsals will be Wednesday 
March 29 and April 5 at 7:00pm 

in the Sanctuary.

Bells of the Bridgers, 
Spring Concert 

"Down By the Riverside" 
Sunday April 16, 3:00 p.m.

Bozeman United Methodist 
Church.
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Join us Saturday, April 8th at the Christus Collegium (714 S 8th Avenue) for our Easter Egg Hunt! The 
egg hunt will begin around 10:20, so be sure to arrive with enough time to get ready. Following the egg 
hunt, stay for a potluck breakfast on the lawn! The egg hunt is open to kids up to 5th grade, potluck is open 
to all! Sign up to bring a dish www.bozemanumc.org/signup or check the Monday Email Blast!

Easter Breakfast Sunday April 9th, the youth are cooking up an Easter breakfast for you! This year we'll 
be serving biscuits & sausage gravy, fruit & eggs. Come for breakfast, or just enjoy a hot cup of coffee with 
your church community. Breakfast is free, but donations are welcome & will help support our youth ministry.

Sunrise Service at Burke Park/Peets Hill
Easter Sunday April 9th starting at 7am

Park at the bottom of Peets Hill/Burke Park off of S. Church and then 
hike the bottom trail head up to the spot with one of the best views of 
Bozeman OR park on Kenyon Dr. near the trailhead up top by Hillcrest 
Senior Living and join us for a spectacular sunrise service. 

If its below 32 degrees and snowing... we will retreat to Bozeman 
UMC for an inside sunrise service. Watch your email or our facebook 
page for updates. 

Bring your own lawn chairs, beach blankets, umbrellas and no matter 
what... wear sunscreen! Then stop by Bozeman UMC for breakfast 
and coffee while supporting the youth!

https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/2946d474
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No Youth Group: April 9th (Easter), April 30th (Youth 
retreat weekend) & May 14th (Mother’s Day).

Youth Retreat for multiple churches across the 
state at Bozeman UMC April 28-30. Join us for 
a weekend of faith, fun, service and good friends! 
Grades 6-12 welcome! Begins Friday April 28th at 
6:00pm and ends Sunday April 30th at 11:00am. 
Registrations details coming from Abbie soon!

Youth Leadership Meetings: April 7 & May 5. Join 
us in planning for the upcoming youth retreat & 
youth service week!

High School Senior Celebration: Sunday 
May 7, 6-8:00pm. Join us for dinner to celebrate our 
graduating high school seniors!

5th Graders Fly-up to Youth Group (Preview of 
Fall) & Last Youth Group on May 21 6pm.

Youth Float Trip: June 23-25. Join us for a join float 
trip with Great Falls and Billings on the Missouri 
River! Signups to come. See Abbie for details.

Youth Service Week: June 26-29th. Give back to 
the community during a week of fun, service, & faith!

Mark your calendars! Youth Group Mission trip 
to Portland is July 23-30! Open to grades 7-12. 
Contact Abbie to reserve your spot!

Summer Church Camp for the Entire Church 
Community!
Cabin stay: $55/adult/night includes 3 meals (per day).
Camper stay: $20/adult/night. Add $36 for 3 meals
Tent stay: $10/adult/night. Add $36 for 3 meals
Kids stay & eat free! Horseback riding extra
Sign up on our website sign up page 
www.bozemanumc.org/signup

Children, Youth, Campus & Family Ministry

Service Saturdays @ Mobile Soup Kitchen
We Need Volunteers!
March 25th & April 29th
Set up 11:30am - Serving 12pm - 2pm
Mandeville Dr. South of Murdochs on 7th
Contact JP@lutherancats.org for more info & sign up!

Family Camps, Age-Level Camps this Summer
Flathead Lake United Methodist Camp
www.flatheadcamp.org

Luccock Park United Methodist Camp
www.luccockpark.org

3rd Mondays/month, 6-8pm
Last Best Place Brewing 605 N 7th Ave
All Ages come together to have a beer, coke, water… 
and enjoy conversations about how life and faith 
intersect. (You can bring in your own food & they do 
allow children).

LCM Campus Ministry requests the honor of your 
presence at our Spring Faculty & Staff Buffet 
Luncheon. Tuesday March 28th. Lunch Begins 
at 11:30am, Student presentations on our spring 
break service/learning trip to Guatamala begins at 
12:15pm. MSU Leigh Lounge in the SUB
Come and go as you are able! Contact JP@
lutherancats.org for more info & sign up!

Host an Exchange Student thru Rotary Youth 
Exchange. Building peace - one student at a time. 
Expand your world and host an Exchange Student.
Need more information: John Patterson, Bozeman 
Rotary Club jspatterson972@gmail.com or call 
406-581-9767www.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-schoolwww.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-school

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4AA9AE2FA6F58-allchurch
mailto:JP%40lutherancats.org?subject=
http://www.flatheadcamp.org
http://www.luccockpark.org
mailto:JP%40lutherancats.org?subject=
mailto:JP%40lutherancats.org?subject=
mailto:jspatterson972%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-school
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By Samantha Stith, Director of the Gathering Place CLC

In honor of Dr. Seuss, March is National Reading Month. Children at The Gathering Place have been spending 
lots of time exploring books and creating artwork with characters from their favorite stories. This month, 
program families will be given the opportunity to sign-up for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, a free book 
gifting program. All children will also receive a free book to take home, a gift from our local community 
partners. April will bring many lessons about Spring, Earth Day and of course… EGG HUNTS!

Harvest of the Month in our Meals & our Classroom Learning:
March: Grains
April: Chickpeas

Current Enrollment: 20

We are currently hiring for the following positions: Assistant Infant Teacher (full-time), 
Contact samantha@bozemanumc.org

By Samantha Stith, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

“Be WonderFILLED”, the first series of our new 
Sunday School Curriculum by Wonder Ink was a 
success! 
March 19 - April 16th: Sunday School resumes 
with our Easter Series, "Created New."

No Sunday School on Easter Sunday so everyone 
can enjoy Easter Breakfast & family time! 
(See Page 3).

Join us on Saturday April 8th for the Easter Egg 
Hunt at 10am at the Christus Collegium 
(See Page 3).

Children’s Ministry Opportunities This Spring

Update from the Gathering Place Child Learning Center

Children’s Leadership Meeting: Wed March 29, 5-6:30pm
Children will be helping with worship on Palm Sunday (4/2). Join us for our planning meeting if you’d 

like to participate contact Abbie@bozemanumc.org if you have questions!

We would like to honor children in 3rd grade or 
older who have not yet received a Bible from their 
church family to join us Easter Sunday April 9th to 
be honored at both BUMC & Living Waters UMC 
Please sign up on our sign up page online!

mailto:samantha%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/7dfba3
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God, Joy & Jergens Lotion: A Stephen Ministry Reflection
By Betty Merta, Stephen Minister

Many years ago, I attended a “get to know you” meeting with other Methodist adults who wanted to be 
involved in youth ministry. The youth pastor, Eric, asked a kooky question as an ice-breaker: What is your 
favorite smell?  I had my answer right away; it was from my favorite time of day when I was a kid… It was 
the smell of my mom’s hands after giving me a bath, helping me get my ‘jammies’ on, tucking me into bed 
and reading to me. As I sit here now, I smile, remembering the scent and the feelings that went along with it. 
I associated the smell of Jergens lotion with feeling happy.

‘Joy’ comes from a deeper place within me than does happiness. I find joy when I choose to focus on 
something outside of myself and my own personal needs. Joy, when I give up trying to solve a problem on 
my own and remember to trust that God will make it OK for me to be in whatever space the outcome is. Joy, 
when I take the time to thank God for loving me as much as He loves you, for the sights, the sounds and the 
smells and the sensations that He has blessed me with.  

Hope and joy go together for me. When I went through an emotional crisis some years ago, I asked for a 
Stephen Minister. She gave me hope, and reminded me of where true joy comes from. That experience 
helped me to survive the crisis, grow spiritually, and to deepen my faith.

Confidentially and on a one-to-one basis, Stephen Ministers bring God’s healing love and compassion to 
people going through a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, relocation or chronic or terminal 
illness. We pray that through God’s help, we may create a safe space where the hurting person is able to 
share their deepest feelings, hopes and fears, and feel the peace of Christ. We listen non-judgmentally, and 
serve as a personal reminder to our care receivers of God’s abounding grace, love and healing presence.

Are you or someone you know hurting? Do you have an ache in your soul that might be eased by God 
through a Stephen Minister? If so, please call Pastor Mari-Emilie or Pastor Zach at 406-219-1172 and ask for 
more information about Stephen Ministry. 

By Ann Dickensheets, Senior Ministry

BOOK CLUB: Join us on the first Thursday of every month at 10 am, in the Christus Collegium Fireside 
Room, for a discussion of our monthly book. In April the group will be discussing, Mad Honey, by Jodi 
Picoult. In May we’ll talk about Winter Garden, by Kristen Hanna. Our books in June, July and August 
are Fellowship Point, by Alice Dark, Midnight Library, by Matt Haig and Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker, by J 
Chiaverini. Newcomers are always welcome to join our friendly discussions!

METHODISTS AT ASPEN POINTE: Methodists at Aspen Pointe meet on the second Thursday of the 
month. Our presentation for April will be a reprise of the wonderful talk given by Jim Robison-Cox and 
Phil Merta about their experiences as early responders for the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
The presentation will be held on April 13 at 2:00 in the Aspen Pointe chapel, and is open to everyone who 
would like to fellowship together of all ages!

SENIOR LUNCHEON: Our senior lunch is held on the third Thursday of the month. Presentation TBD. 
Lunch begins at noon in the BUMC Friendship Room. A $5 donation is appreciated to help cover the cost 
of lunch.

SUNDAY SENIOR BRUNCH: We're eating out after church on Sundays! Join us every Sunday, at Over 
Easy for some good food and fellowship! Drop-ins are welcome, but if you know ahead that you are 
planning to join us, please RSVP to Ann each week, so we can have enough seating.

There will be no Methodists at Aspen Pointe or Senior Luncheon in May, while David and I and family are in 
Albuquerque celebrating Kate’s wedding! Stay tuned for Senior Summer fun!

Senior Ministry Spring Regular Gatherings



By Martha Hendricks, UWF Communications

From Lent until Pentecost. Is there joy in this time of waiting? Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, with 
the joyous, palm waving celebration of those crowding around him. He left Jerusalem carrying a cross, with 
the sound of Peter’s denial still in his ears. Between the joy of that entry into Jerusalem and the ultimate joy 
of resurrection, ascension, and the gift of Pentecost, humanity can see the joys and sorrows of a lifetime.

It seems that part of the gift of being human is knowing that on the other side of sorrow we can find joy. The 
disciples felt all the grief, confusion, pain, and also surprises and joy one can experience. Imagine being 
“surprised by joy” when Jesus appears to them, giving new hope. After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to 
women first. What a responsibility and privilege to be the first to share the good news. Mary Magdalene was 
a woman of faith. She did not hesitate to run to tell the others.

Members of United Women in Faith hope to be like Mary. We want to run toward joy. How do we find joy? 
Sometimes we just bump into it.  Like when we have a moment for prayer, or see a bird at the feeder, or 
squirrels chasing each other around the yard, or when we did something silly and got the giggles in a 
restaurant, or when you gave a big hug, or when you had that feeling of knowing that God is nearby. Mary 
Oliver’s poem “Don’t Hesitate” says “If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy, don’t hesitate. Give in to it.” 
Part of the mission of United Women in Faith is to share the joy of God’s love. Through prayer, fellowship, 
learning and service, joy is found.

Upcoming Events: All are Invited!
Noon Luncheon / Thursday April 27 and Thursday May 25 noon -1pm Christus Collegium. Share lunch 

and a program of interest. Contact Martha Hendricks 406-579-4305  myhendricks@icloud.com

Miriam-Ruth/ Wednesday April 19 and Wednesday May 17 10:00am-11:30am Fireside Room BUMC. 
Discussing “Women of the Bible”. Contact Jan Arnot  (406) 873-4725  geojanarnot@gmail.com

Watch for information about Pop-Up socials for all women this summer.
SPRING DISTRICT MEETING! Saturday, April 22, 2023 

Location: Mission Valley United Methodist Church, 70715 US-93, St Ignatius, MT.
Caleb Koebble, Director of Montana Interfaith Power & Light, will lead us in a training on our response to the 
earth’s changing climate, focusing on our own stories and connections to creation, United Methodist faith 

statements and resources, and practical solutions for congregations and households.

May 19-20: Mountain Sky UWF Virtual Spiritual Life Retreat • “Good Bye Worries, Hello Joy”

All are invited to join us. 
For information on UWF please contact or our UWF co-coordinators: 

Deb Redburn 406-581-8463 dredburn53@gmail.com
Kay Lansverk 406-586-1354 lansverk@earthlink.net

United Women in Faith: Don’t Hesitate to Find Joy
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Thank you United Women in Faith for 
raising over $400 for a book drive for 

the kids at the Gathering Place CLC in 
honor of National Reading Month!!

Pictured Left: UWF co-coordinators Deb Redburn 
& Kay Lansverk flank Gathering Place CLC Director 
Samantha Stith holding a selection of the books 
they purchased with donations from UWF members!

mailto:myhendricks%40icloud.com%20?subject=Noon%20Luncheon
mailto:geojanarnot%40gmail.com%20?subject=Miriam-Ruth%20Circle
mailto:dredburn53%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lansverk%40earthlink.net?subject=
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By Janet Colombo, Missions Coordinator
Here we are in the middle of the season of Lent, and that means different things to each of us. Some of 
us choose to “give up” something to remind us of Jesus’s suffering for us. Others of us prefer to “take up” 
something as a way to live our faith. Your Missions team has been working to organize ways for you to 
practice Lent. 

The first one, coming up on March 26, is a chance to visit members of our church who have been unable to 
attend services in person. We will have baked treats, flowers, prayer shawls, and holy communion for those 
who request it available after church for you to take with you. You can sign up as an individual, family, or 
with a friend. There is a Signup form on our website. I have done this and can tell you that I felt so blessed 
afterward. I met some very interesting folks with such interesting life stories, and also got to reconnect with 
people whom I hadn’t seen in a while. As Pastor Zach said in a sermon, “Lent is a time to reconnect with God 
and our community”. We hope you will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to reconnect.

Have you noticed how giving (whether a gift, money or your time) brings you joy? There is money available in 
our Mission Opportunity fund that was given for missions, but not specified for a certain project. The mission 
team is asking for suggestions from you for ways to spend this money. What project would bring you joy for 
us to support with our $11,000. Please submit your ideas either on paper, and deposited in the suggestion 
box in the coffee area, or on the online form under volunteer sign up. Just give us a brief description of the 
project and it’s approximate cost. We will be accepting suggestions through Palm Sunday, and then after 
prayerful consideration, the missions team will make a decision. If you would like to add to the amount you 
may make a donation and mark it for Mission Opportunity. Added donations will be accepted through Easter 
Sunday.

As many of you know, our church has been supporting a couple of schools in El Salvador and have sent 
mission teams there in the past. We are excited that in April we have another team going down. The main 
focus of this trip is to encourage literacy and especially reading to children. I’m sure many of you remember 
being read to by your parents or grandparents, or reading to your own children and grandkids. Unfortunately 
that is not happening so much in the area where we go. We hope to encourage the parents to read to their 
children, starting when they are babies. One way we might do this is to host a childrens’ story time. But 
we will need books. We would like to send each team member down with 100 pounds of children’s books, 
written in Spanish. If you feel moved to help with that, there is an Amazon site with some specific books you 
can order. We would need them by April 10. The wish list is available on our website 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2ES9L3SRMDLUP?ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_2qxKxd0LZVtHa

Our El Salvador team consists of Vickie Wilkinson, Phil and Betty Merta, and Janet Colombo. Another mission 
we have supported is in Angola, and we have sent a couple people there also; this summer Kim Scurry, from 
our mission team, is going to serve in Angola. Please keep all of these people in your prayers as they travel 
to support these missions.

As you continue your journey through Lent, may you have time for reflection, meditation, reconnection, 
service, and joy.

The Missions team has $11,000 to spend and is asking for 
help from the congregation. If you know of a need, either 
locally or beyond our community, please write it down, along 
with the cost of that project and place it in the suggestion 
box. The box will be on the table in the narthex or you 
can go to bozemanumc.org/signup and go to volunteer & 
signups and submit your suggestion there.

Help Us Spend Money

Missions: Giving Up & Taking Up Can Bring Joy

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4a722abfd0-methodist#/
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/ee65d6
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2ES9L3SRMDLUP?ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_2qxKxd0LZVtHa
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/ee65d6

