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Grace and Peace Bozeman UMC and Living Waters,

We are knee deep in 2023 already! I cannot believe January is already behind us. What is hard to believe 
is that we are coming up on six months of being in ministry and community together.  2022 was a stressful 
and exciting year for my family. Returning to Montana has been a positive move for us, as the state became 
home for us several years ago. We collectively missed it while we were away. Moving is never easy and truly 
has become harder as the kids have gotten older and I remind myself often that they didn’t choose this life 
but have lived it with grace. I share that with you, because I want to thank you for not only welcoming me in 
as your pastor with open arms, but also taking care to welcome my family. Your hope and joy that we all love 
the community of Bozeman in the same ways that you do are contagious, and we truly feel at home here. 
Thank you!

That being said, what a first six months we have had together! We kicked the Fall off with hearing our call to 
go, serve, and share the love and grace of God with ALL people. We journey with Jesus through the Sermon 
on the Plain as he laid the foundations of what it means to follow him. Jonah was eaten by something big 
in the water and taught us that sharing God’s love and grace is hard and faithful work. In November we 
celebrated our Saints and proclaim the harmonies of our beloved Harvest Time, lived into all the colors of 
Christmas through Advent and Christmas, and started the new year by remembering our baptisms. 

Together we have served our community, state, and world through mission gatherings, eating and serving 
at the Fork and Spoon, providing H.U.G.S.S., generously giving of our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 
witness to our United Methodist siblings in Angola and our friends in El Salvador. I could go on and on…

We will continue to build upon the foundations of our Children’s and Youth Ministries, adult small groups, 
Sunday Schools, book clubs, senior gatherings, Bar+Church, United Women in Faith, Men’s Group, and 
the many offerings for people to gather in community and faith. I am also very excited about continuing our 
partnership with Living Waters United Methodist Church as we lean into the future of the United Methodists 
in the Gallatin Valley. What a beautiful time to be a part of Bozeman and Living Waters United Methodist 
Churches! I am very excited to be your pastor and to join you in the life of the church. 

I am excited to introduce you once again to our new Associate Pastor, Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson whom 
we share with the Livingston area churches. Pastor Mari-Emilie’s official title here at BUMC is Pastor of 
Nurture Care and you can reach her at MEA@BozemanUMC.org Since we share Pastor Mari-Emilie with four 
(yes, four) churches in the Livingston area, we will not see her in person on Sundays, but we will have her 
digitally in the service each week to get to know her a little better. Pastor Mari-Emilie will be in the office on 
Wednesdays and can be reached by email or the Pastor Emergency Number (406) 219-1172.

There is a lot to be excited for in 2023. We are going to ask questions, laugh together, and maybe even have 
a potluck or two. Thank you all for your continued encouragement and support to care for my family, myself, 
and the church. We are truly in this together and BUMC and Living Waters wouldn’t be the churches and 
community centers they are without you. Thank you for all you do to share God’s love and grace with ALL 
people!

Do Good… Pastor Zach

February & March Chimes

Sunday Worship Series
February 2023

Continue sermon series “Down To Earth” John 13:12-16, Matthew 5: 14-15 & 1 John 4:7-13.

Lent Preview 2023
Wednesday Noon Book Study with the Pastor in the Fireside Room “Walking in the Wilderness:  
Seeking God during Lent” by Beth A. Richardson. Book available here at online Country Bookshelf.

Sermon Series: “Questions Jesus Asked”
Ash Wednesday February 22

Palm Sunday April 2, 
Maundy Thursday April 6, 

Good Friday April 7, 
Easter April 9.

mailto:MEA%40BozemanUMC.org?subject=
https://www.countrybookshelf.com/book/9780835819336
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By Samantha Stith, The Gathering Place CLC Director
 The New Year has been off to a busy start at The Gathering 
Place. We have many new crawlers and talkers in our infant and 
toddler classrooms! Preschoolers have been actively engaged in 
the "Clothing Study." Through this they are learning about sizes, 
textures, how clothing is made, and more! February Kicks off Dental 
Health Month. Through the Colgate Bright Smiles, Bright Futures 
Program, all program children will receive a free toothbrushing kit. 
This program also provides free educational activities and resources 
for our classrooms and families.

Harvest of the Month:
February: Beets
March: Grains

Current Enrollment: 23

We are currently hiring for the following positions:
Preschool Teacher (full-time)
Infant Teacher (part-time)
Floating Teacher (full-time)
Click to View the Job-Descriptions

Education & Dental Health Month at The Gathering Place CLC
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Peter, Me ‘n Stephen Ministry
By Betty Merta
 Out of all the disciples in the Bible, my favorite is Peter. I can relate to a guy like him - well, at least in 
the way he exists in my mind. I see Peter as a person with a good heart and intentions to match. He loves 
God and wants to do the next right thing. But, hey – Peter is like me. He tries to walk on water toward Jesus 
and goes down, he swears his love for Christ yet betrays him 3 times before the cock crows.
 I can really relate to Peter at the Transfiguration. He sees the risen, glowing Jesus along with Moses 
& Elijah and his first response is to jump in to their conversation (wonder if he would have tugged on a sleeve 
or two like I would have) and offer to build a shelter for them. That is so me. I used to be particularly “Peter-
esque” around people who were hurting. With my good heart & intentions, my immediate response was to 
“fix them” - cheer them up, tell them not to worry – that things would be fine in time. I’ve offered “helpful 
suggestions” about good doctors or practitioners they could see. Once, I thought I was helping a friend by 
pointing out that it had been 9 months since her son died and that she might really want to think about getting 
some help to get back into the “swing of things”.
 I’m SO grateful that God never gave up on me, and would eventually lead me into Stephen Ministry 
work at our church in the Gallatin Valley. Here I learned the fundamentals of Wesley’s “Do no harm. Do good. 
And stay in love with God” message. That’s what we do in Stephen Ministry. 
 Confidentially and on a one-to-one basis, we bring God’s healing love and compassion to people 
going through a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, relocation or chronic or terminal illness. 
We pray that through God’s help, we may create a safe space where the hurting person is able to share 
their deepest feelings, hopes and fears, and feel the peace of the One who gives us mercy and forgives our 
sins. We listen non-judgmentally, and serve as a personal reminder to our care receivers of God’s abounding 
grace, love and healing presence.
 Are you or someone you know hurting? Do you have an ache in your soul that might be eased by God 
through a Stephen Minister? If so, please call Pastor Mari-Emilie or Pastor Zach at 406-219-1172 and ask for 
more information about Stephen Ministry. We’re here to do no harm, do good and stay in love with God.

Photo: Briella is just one of our adorable 
infants (and the daughter of one of CLC 

administrators Milani)

https://www.indeed.com/job/early-childhood-teachers-0e60afd9b14f04ff


By Janet Colombo
 I must admit here that I am not a writer. Yet, here I am writing about our wonderful missions work 
in 2022. This task is made easier because this issue of Chimes focuses on John Wesley’s words, “Do no 
Harm, Do Good, Stay In Love with God.” Our Mission Team tries very hard to follow this in our work in the 
community and in the world.
 In December our congregation showed love to our fellow humans both locally and around the world. 
We gave over one thousand pounds of food to the food bank. We bought gifts for a cottage at Intermountain 
and donated more ($2381.00) than was needed so that the staff there was also able to buy gifts for families 
in their outreach program. The H.U.G.S.S. tree bins were filled to overflowing, and were delivered to Hays 
Lodgepole schools before Christmas to be handed out to the students. Figgy Pudding offering was $3858.81, 
which will be divided between the Warming Center and Fork and Spoon and Christmas Eve services brought 
in $6740.59 to be divided between the Angola pastors’ salaries and the Siloe school in El Salvador, where it 
will be used to purchase school lunches.
 Whew! I am exhausted just thinking about how generous and thoughtful, and yes, loving this church 
is. John Wesley would be pleased. But is that why we do these things? I like to think that we are generous 
because God has been generous and loving to us.
 Following Wesley and his motto is more than money. It also is about how we live day to day. How we 
show love to others is there when we acknowledge the homeless person before us, when we are courteous 
drivers, when we take food to someone who is ill or injured, when we visit the shut-ins, when we are kind to 
children. The list goes on and on.
 In the next two months the Missions Team is presenting BUMC with a couple opportunities to be 
truly followers of Wesley. On Feb. 12 we will be at the Warming Center with hot chocolate and cookies, 
and a firepit. This will give us an opportunity to meet some of the folks served there. Later, in March we are 
working to put together something for Lent that will give members a chance to do something for our shut-in 
members. Please stay tuned to the weekly emails for more information to “Do Love”.

Missions is Engaging in Ministry Locally & Around the World
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Photos (Top Left to Right): (1) Our Intermountain Wish Tree helped the church purchase Christmas gifts for 
children in the Sunrise Cottage at Intermountain; (2) Gloria and Dottie donated gift cards to homeless youth in the 
Gallatin Valley; (3) The congregation assembled gift bags for teachers and students at Hays Lodgepole schools 

that were donated in December; (4) McKenna & Bella assembled gift bags for HLP.

Photos (Bottom Left to Right): (1) Children in El Salvador recieve snack packs paid for with money raised with 
our generous Christmas Eve offering; (2) Our HUGSS tree collected hats, underwear, gloves, socks and scarves 
for children in Hays Lodgepole schools that were delivered in early December; (3) Angola Pastor Support funds 

were raised through a generous offering on Christmas Eve to support UMC pastor salaries for those in need.
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Senior Ministry Opportunities this Winter
By Ann Dickensheets
Methodists at Aspen Pointe: This group meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 2 pm in the Aspen 
Pointe Chapel. Join us on February 9 for our next event. Everyone is welcome!

Senior Luncheon: Our Senior lunch meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at noon in the BUMC Friendship 
Room. On February 16 our guest speakers will be Jim Robison-Cox and Phil Merta, who will share their 
recent mission experiences in Alaska and Florida. Bring your friends!

Book Club: Book Club meets on the 1st Thursday of the month at 10 am in the Fireside Room at The Christus 
Collegium. We’ll be discussing our next book, “Backpacking With the Saints”, by Belden Lane, on February 
2. New-comers are welcome to join our lively discussions!

Dine With Nine: Did you miss out on the Dine With Nine sign up this fall? Or are you part of a fall Dine With 
Nine group that has completed your dining rotations? If you would like to be a part of a Dine With Nine this 
spring, please contact Ann to be assigned to a new group! ann@bozemanumc.org

Senior Breakfast: Are you interested in joining a group for breakfast after church each Sunday? Please 
contact Ann to get a new group going!

Prayer joys and concerns: If you have joys or concerns that you would like to share, you can contact Ann 
or Pastor Zach (406-586-5413) or send a private message via the online form here.

By Lauri Taylor
 As you have probably seen in the news or witnessed on the streets of Bozeman, the number of 
people, including families with children, who are in crisis and experiencing homelessness has risen at an 
alarming rate for the past few years. Family Promise, a nationwide non-profit supported by churches and 
other community groups, has been working to address family homelessness all over the country for many 
years. Their goal is to empower families and engage the community to put families on a new path to self-
sustainability.
 Family Promise of the Gallatin Valley (FPGV) has grown substantially since it was founded in 2005. 
In addition to providing emergency shelter at two locations, FPGV also owns and operates 10 transitional 
housing units, and has a program to provide temporary assistance such as rental and utility support to help 
families move into or stay in housing. In early 2022, they opened a brand new Resource Center, which houses 
their offices, family Day Center, and Rising Stars Early Learning Center. In 2022, Rising Stars was awarded 
$1 million from the State of Montana enabling them to continue providing affordable child care and allowing 
more families to enter the workforce.
 BUMC is still actively involved with FPGV though our responsibilities have changed as the program 
has evolved. For 2023, we will be serving as a “host church” during the weeks of February 20th, May 8th 
and October 16th and will be responsible for providing a hot evening meal on Mondays and Thursdays of 
those weeks. Families are learning to budget for and prepare their own meals on the other days using SNAP 
benefits and the Food Bank, but we will also be purchasing a list of supplemental groceries to assist them.
 NEW this year: all meals and groceries will be delivered to the Family Promise Resource Center, 1603 
Tschache Lane (behind Lowe’s) rather than to the shelter locations. If you would like to volunteer to help 
provide a meal or buy groceries or a grocery gift card, please sign up using the link or contact Lauri Taylor, 
LHT927@comcast.net To learn more about how they are helping families in our community, please 
join Angela from Family Promise for a short presentation following worship on February 12th in the 
Fireside Room.

Family Promise: Doing Good in the Community

mailto:ann%40bozemanumc.org%20?subject=
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/prayerrequests
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4a722abfd0-bumc1#/
mailto:LHT927%40comcast.net?subject=
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By Gloria Zimmer and Allie Zanieri-Hale, co-chairs, Social Justice Action Team
 Theme for this issue of the Chimes is "Down to Earth: Be Loved. Do Love.” We are proud to be 
part of a congregation with an active Missions Team encouraging us to do love by supporting missions 
wholeheartedly with donations of money, food, clothing, volunteer time, and more.  There are opportunities 
within our congregation, in Gallatin County, across the U.S., and into other countries.
 Another way of doing love is to help change systems that create the need for so much direct mission 
work. This is called social justice action, and the BUMC Social Justice Action Team (SJAT) suggests 
opportunities for becoming informed and ideas for taking action if you are so inclined.
 The Montana State Legislature meets every other year, January-April, and 2023 is one of those years. 
It’s prime time to affect some of the systems in our state. A task force (the legislative squad) from within the 
BUMC SJAT is tracking some bills related to issues that, if passed, would impact either positively or negatively 
the social well-being of people within our state, particularly those who are marginalized. Some areas that 
grab our interest are indigenous sovereignty, LGBTQ+ rights, housing, health and safety, and reproductive 
rights. The squad will tell the congregation about their findings and suggest actions in upcoming Monday 
email blasts.
 Over 4000 bills have been submitted into the system. A state senator told us perhaps 1500 of those 
will come out of committee for vote in the Senate or House of Representatives, and about 500 are likely to 
be passed. The bills we lift up will be a miniscule portion of that overwhelming number! Please pray for our 
hard-working Bozeman-Belgrade area senators and representatives:
SD 31 Chris Pope 406 581-8739 PopeforMontana@gmail.com
SD 32 Pat Flowers 406 580-0035 Pat.Flowers@legmt.gov
SD 33 Denise Hayman 406 579-1986 Denise.Hayman@legmt.gov
SD 34 Shelley Vance 406 587-8608 Shelley.Vance@legmt.gov
HD 61 Jim Hamilton 406 570-7517 Hamiltonformthouse@gmail.com
HD 62 Ed Stafman 406 640-3362 Ed.Stafman@legmt.gov
HD 63 Alice Buckley 406 404-0891 aliceformontana@gmail.com
HD 64 Jane Gillette Jane.Gillette@legmt.gov 
HD 65 Kelly Kortum 406 404-6643 Kelly.Kortum@legmt.gov 
HD 66 Eric Matthews emathews4montanans@gmail.com 
HD 67 Jedediah Hinkle 406 992-0380 Jedediah.Hinkle@legmt.gov 
HD 68 Caleb Hinkle Caleb.Hinkle@legmt.gov
Look Up Your Legislator
 In future weeks, we will be encouraging those with strong feelings about bills being considered to 
contact house and senate members or whole committees to let them know their constituents’ views. We will 
build upon work done two years ago during the last legislative session. At that time Zach Nell, a professional 
web designer who was a member of SJAT, developed a website www.gallatinvalleymethodists.com to give 
background information and updates as legislation moved toward becoming law. Now two current members 
of SJAT will be keeping the website updated with new information and ways to easily reach out to legislators.  
We encourage you to hop onto this stunningly beautiful website and explore the abundant information there.  
We hope many of you will choose to do love by changing some systems.

How do we do love?  Let us count the ways.

mailto:PopeforMontana%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Pat.Flowers%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:Denise.Hayman%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:Shelley.Vance%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:Hamiltonformthouse%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Ed.Stafman%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:aliceformontana%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Jane.Gillette%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:Kelly.Kortum%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:emathews4montanans%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Jedediah.Hinkle%40legmt.gov?subject=
mailto:Caleb.Hinkle%40legmt.gov?subject=
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-lookup/
http://www.gallatinvalleymethodists.com


By Martha Hendricks
John Wesley could not envision the world of 2023, but the principles he spoke of still 
apply. “Do No Harm, Do Good, Stay in Love with God” are certainly words to live by. 
The song “Down to Earth” by Peter Gabriel may not be a Charles Wesley hymn, but 
our Methodist ancestors would probably have approved of some of the lyrics:

We’re coming down to the ground
There’s no better place to go

We’ve got snow upon the mountains
We’ve got rivers down below

We’re coming down to the ground
We’ll hear the birds sing in the trees

And the land will be looked after
We send the seeds out in the breeze

Redefine your priorities
These are extraordinary qualities

To find on Earth   Coming down, coming down
 United Women in Faith have taken John Wesley’s commands “Do no harm, do good, stay in love with 
God” to heart and to action. “Do no harm” applies not only to those around us, but to the world around us.  
As the song says, “Redefine your priorities. These are extraordinary qualities to find on Earth.”As members of 
UWF, we are working to redefine our priorities. For the last few years one of our priorities has been learning 
how to care for and protect the Earth. God loved us enough to give us this beautiful home that feeds us, 
protects us, and amazes us. We “do love” by doing our part to safeguard it.

Upcoming Events: All are Invited!
The UWF Noon Luncheon Group is coming “down to the ground” this winter by focusing on our local 
Bozeman efforts to care for our environment. Our March 23 noon luncheon program on water conservation 
will provide information on how to protect our Montana home. Please RSVP with Martha Hendricks so we 
have a headcount for seating and for lunch.

The Miriam-Ruth Circle is discussing the book “Women of the Bible”. Following the example of the brave, 
smart, tough women who came before us helps us to reflect the gospel message of love and grace. UWF 
Miriam-Ruth circle invites you to join them on Wednesday February 15th at 10am in the Fireside Room 
Contact Jan Arnot for information.

All women are invited to join us. 
For information on UWF please contact:
Noon Luncheon: Martha Hendricks 406-579-4305 myhendricks@icloud.com
Miriam-Ruth: Jan Arnot  (406) 873-4725 geojanarnot@gmail.com
Or our UWF co-cordinators: Deb Redburn 406-581-8463 dredburn53@gmail.com
Kay Lansverk 406-586-1354 lansverk@earthlink.net

United Women in Faith: Down to Earth with Love

What: Bar+Church - Small Group Discussion
When: 6pm-8pm, 3rd Mondays/month February 19
Where: Last Best Place Brewing 605 N 7th Ave 
Bozeman
Why: All Ages come together and have a beer, coke, 
water… and enjoy conversations about how life and 
faith intersect. (You can bring in your own food & 
they do allow children).

What: Bring your favorite game to the parsonage 
for fellowship, treats, and games! 
Who: All ages, all games! 
When: 6:30pm, 2nd Thursday/month February 9th
Where: Parsonage 123 W. Curtiss 
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If you’re in grades 6-12, join us Sunday nights for youth group! Every Sunday, 6-8pm, @ BUMC 
in the Friendship room. If you or someone you know would like more information about our program, 

please contact Abbie at: abbie@bozemanumc.org 

Youth leadership team will be meeting every first Friday of the month. March 3, May 5 (Not meeting 
in Februrary). If you’re in grades 6-12 and want to work with other youth to plan activities and service 
for our community and congregation, we want you! Join us for our monthly gathering to plan, worship, 
and play together! 6:00-7:30 in the Friendship Room Contact Abbie with questions and to sign up for 

Leadership Team communications.

Youth Ski Trip February 25-26. Come skiing with us! Ski at Discovery, swim at Fairmont, overnight in 
Butte! Contact Abbie with questions and to sign up.

Calling all parents! On the FIRST Sunday night of every month, join Pastor Zach at The Bacchus 
Pub from 6:30-7:45 for conversation, relaxed environment, and a beverage of your choice!

Drop off your elementary kids with Abbie and your 6th-12th graders at youth group and take some time 
to hang with other parents and enjoy some time to yourself. No agenda, just time together!

Contact Abbie or Pastor Zach for more information.

Time with Kids Sunday mornings during worship - come join us up front for a short lesson. On 
Sundays at the Welcome Center/Fellowship area there is a table with coloring pages, crayons, 

coloring pencils & kids Bibles. 

We are committed to offering quality nursery care for families coming to worship on Sundays 9am-
10:30am. The nursery is currently for children ages 2 months through 1st grade (7 years old).

Weekly Sunday School at 10:30am.
Preschool & Kindergarten will meet in the Nursery 101 Classroom.

1st-5th Grade will meet in the Tower Theater #210 Classroom upstairs.
Any questions about activities for children? Contact Pastor Zach zach@bozemanumc.org

Do you like arts & crafts? Do you like telling stories? Do you like helping young people grow in their faith? 
We need YOU! We’re looking for folks to help teach Sunday school for grades Pre K-5th! Sign up 

for weekly, monthly, or a few times throughout the year. www.bozemanumc.org/signup

Children’s leadership team will meet February 10-11th for an overnight planning meeting. If 
you’re in grades 3-5 and want to work with other kids to plan activities and service for our community 
and congregation, we want you. Contact abbie@bozemanumc.org with questions and to sign up for 

Leadership Team communications.

Children, Youth & Campus Ministry

Campus Ministry Spring Semester 2023
*Student Service Saturday February 18 at 11:30am Mandeville Dr south of Murdochs on 7th: We 

need student volunteers help with the Mobile Soup Kitchen In Bozeman.

*LCM Guatemala Spring Break Trip Fundraising lunch at First Presbyterian, February 26 at 11:30am. 
Join us to learn about our trip to Guatemala and how you can help us serve the Santiago Atitlan community!

*Spring Faith & Faculty Dinner with guest speaker, Amber King (Assoc. Dean of Students) Wed. 
March 1 at 7:00pm. RSVP for dinner to jp@lutherancats.org

*Sign up to bring desserts to weekly Campus Ministry meetings https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4bafaa2ca3ffc34-lcmwelcome#

*We are implementing the LCM Rent-A-Cat program to help support our upcoming spring break 
service and learning trip to Guatemala. This program will be available through the end of February 
2023. We will be matching individuals with odd jobs they need help in completing with LCM students 
willing to do the work to get the jobs done. Individuals will then make a donation to LCM to “pay” for the 

work that was accomplished. Request a Rent-a-Cat work day with jp@lutherancats.org
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