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Mikel & Zach 

Introduce Mother Teresa's Quote 

“May God break my heart so completely that the whole world falls 
in.” 

― Mother Teresa

Pastor Zach 

Poem- My Slipshod Heart by Dale C Fredrickson
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SCRIPTURE LESSON Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Blow the horn in Zion; give a shout on my holy mountain!

Let all the people of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord 
is coming.


It is near—a day of darkness and no light, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness! Like blackness spread out upon the 
mountains, a great and powerful army comes, unlike any that 
has ever come before them, or will come after them in 
centuries ahead.


Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your 
hearts, with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow; tear your 
hearts and not your clothing.


Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and 
compassionate, very patient, full of faithful love, and ready to 
forgive.


Who knows whether he will have a change of heart and leave 
a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for 
the Lord your God? Blow the horn in Zion; demand a fast; 
request a special assembly. Gather the people; prepare a holy 
meeting; assemble the elders; gather the children, even 
nursing infants. Let the groom leave his room and the bride 
her chamber.


Between the porch and the altar let the priests, the Lord’s 
ministers, weep. Let them say, “Have mercy, Lord, on your 
people.


Reflection
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GOSPEL LESSON* Matthew 6:1 –6, 16–21 

6 “Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of 
people to draw their attention. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father who is in heaven.

2 “Whenever you give to the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so that 
they may get praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only 
reward they’ll get. 3 But when you give to the poor, don’t let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing 4 so that 
you may give to the poor in secret. Your Father who sees 
what you do in secret will reward you.

5 “When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. They love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners so that 
people will see them. I assure you, that’s the only reward 
they’ll get. 6 But when you pray, go to your room, shut the 
door, and pray to your Father who is present in that secret 
place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward 
you.

6 “And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the 
hypocrites. They distort their faces so people will know they 
are fasting. I assure you that they have their reward. 17 When 
you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. 18 Then you 
won’t look like you are fasting to people, but only to your 
Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you.

19 “Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, 
where moth and rust eat them and where thieves break in and 
steal them. 20 Instead, collect treasures for yourselves in 
heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them and where 
thieves don’t break in and steal them. 21 Where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.


Reflection


Poem Change: A Prayer Poem for Ash Wednesday
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1 Peter 1:13-16 
 13 Therefore, once you have your minds ready for action and you 
are thinking clearly, place your hope completely on the grace that 
will be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 Don’t be 
conformed to your former desires, those that shaped you when you 
were ignorant. But, as obedient children, 15 you must be holy in 
every aspect of your lives, just as the one who called you is holy. 16 
It is written, You will be holy, because I am holy.[a] 

Reflection
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Congregational Hymn 
Would I Have Answered When You Called


Hymnal and Number: TFWS (Black) #2137 
Licensing Information: 

WORDS Herman Stuempfle, Jr.

Music: Trad. English Melody

@1997 GIA Publications, Inc

         

Lyrics with verse, chorus, and bridge breaks and final order: 

1. 

Would I have answered when you called, 

“Come, follow, follow me!”?

Would I at once have left behind

Both work and family?

Or would the old, familiar round

Have held me by its claim

And kept the spark within my heart

From bursting into flame?

 

3. 

Would I have matched my step with yours

When crowds cried, “Crucify!”

When on a rocky hill I saw

A cross against the sky?

Or would I too have slipped away

And left you there a lone,

A dying king with crown of thorns

Upon a terrible throne.

 

4.

O Christ, I cannot search my heart

Through all its tangled ways,

Nor can I with a certain mind

My steadfastness appraise.

I only pray that when you call,

“Come follow, follow me!”

You’ll give me strength beyond my own

To follow faithfully. 

Judy and Ann

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN 
DISCIPLINE

Pastor Zach
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THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the 
earth. 
Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality 
and penitence, 
   so that we may remember that only by your gracious gift 
      are we given everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES *

From Dust you were made and to dust you shall return


CONFESSION AND PARDON


Pastor Zach
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Congregational Song 
Let My Prayer Rise Up

Source: Holden Evening Prayer, page 10  
Licensing Information: Words and Music by Marty Haugen

GIA Publications, Inc.

 

Refrain:

Let my prayer rise up

Like incense before you,

The lifting up of my hands

As an offering to you.

 

Verse 1:

O God, I call to you,

Come to me now;

O hear my voice

When I cry to you.

 

Refrain:

Let my prayer rise up

Like incense before you,

The lifting up of my hands

As an offering to you.

 

Verse 2:

Keep watch within me, God;

Deep in my heart

May the light of your love

Be burning bright.

 

Refrain:

Let my prayer rise up

Like incense before you,

The lifting up of my hands

As an offering to you.

 

Verse 3:

All praise to the God of all

Creator of life;

All praise be to Christ

And the Spirit of love.

 

Refrain:

Let my prayer rise up

Like incense before you,

The lifting up of my hands

As an offering to you. 

Judy and Ann
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Benediction Pastor Zach 
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