November & December Chimes
Celebrating the Change of Seasons

Grace and Peace Bozeman UMC and Living Waters UMC!

We are on the doorstep of two of my favorite seasons in the church, All Saints and Advent. Although All Saints
isn’t an official season of the church, I personally treat it as one. All Saints Day is traditionally November 1st,
and we lift up the names and people who have gone on to glory in the last year. Many of us wait to celebrate
our loved ones on the Sunday following (November 6th). I try to find ways to celebrate our saints for an entire
season to close out the Christian year and lead into Advent and the beginning of a new year.
This year we celebrate our saints who have gone on before us, the saints who are among us, and the saints
we are raising. I believe that a saint is not someone who is perfect, but someone who lives their life in such
a way they change the world around them. Sometimes it is hard for me to see the saints who are walking
among us until they are gone. To take some intentional time to acknowledge the impact and influence people
have on our lives and faith while they are here is incredibly important and hopeful. In November we will reach
back into our Montana Methodist roots with Brother Van and Harvest Time to celebrate the saints in our lives.
Our season of saints brings us right into Advent. A time of waiting and anticipation! A game of hurry up and
wait! This Advent is all about the colors of Christmas and how we settle into the hope, love, joy, and peace
that the birth of Christ brings to the world. Knowing that Advent and Christmas follow our season of saints,
it is not always easy to be in the Christmas spirit. This December we will have a “Blue Christmas” service for
all who are feeling blue this season. If you are feeling the weight of grief or simply need a quieter space to be
this Advent season, the Blue Christmas service is a quiet prayer service designed just for you and anyone
you know who might need space.
Christmas Eve will be a day of celebration and hope as we explore All the Colors of Christmas through our
“Wiggly Friendly’’ services at both Bozeman (3pm) and Living Waters (5pm) and our Traditional Candlelight
services (7pm & 9pm) at Bozeman. I am looking forward to services full of giggles, music, and hope.
This year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday! Which means we have the opportunity to gather for a short
service of celebration on Christmas Day. We will sing Christmas Carols, read scripture, pray, and have a short
homily. I invite everyone to join us in person in your favorite Christmas pajamas or comfy clothes for our
Christmas morning celebration!
I love this time of year! The changing of the seasons and the end/beginning of a new year always bring us
closer to one another, ourselves, and God. I hope and pray we allow ourselves to be present in the great
moments of heaviness and celebration. There is so much life and hope before us!
Do Good…

Pastor Zach
Fall Worship:

November Worship: “Harvest Time”
“Over and over, yes, deeper and deeper, my heart is pierced through with life’s sorrowing cry; but the tears
of the sower and the song of the reaper shall mingle together in the joy by and by.” [Harvest Time, Brother
Van’s Song by W.A. Spenser] Our beloved Harvest Time reminds us that we are seed planters in the lives
and the world around us. November is a time of remembrance and celebration of the Saints who have
gone before us, all of those who have planted seeds in our lives and are with us no more. Let us not forget
about the saints who still walk among us planting seeds of grace and love here and now. What about the
saints we are raising up and planting seeds for? Come, celebrate our saints in November.

Advent Worship:

December Worship: “All The Colors of Christmas”
Join us for a colorful retelling of the Christmas Story and celebrate the holiday season starting Sunday
Nov, 27th.
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Figgy Pudding 2022

Does your child love to sing? We’d love to have them
a part of our Christmas 2022 children’s choir! We
will meet on Sundays, from 8:45 am– 9:15, in the
church music room, beginning on October 30. We
will sing at the Figgy Pudding Musical Celebration on
December 14 and at the “wiggle friendly” service at
BUMC on Christmas Eve. Your child is welcome to
sing with us even if they cannot attend all rehearsals
or participate in our performances. The choir is open
to all children, kindergarten – 6th grade. Questions?
Contact Ann. ann@bozemanumc.org

Join us on December 14 at 7 pm for a night of music,
as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. You’ll
enjoy musical selections from the brass, bell choir,
Morning Sounds, the children’s choir and Gospel
Train, and a few special small ensembles. After the
concert, it’s time for the Figgy Pudding! We’ll serve
gingerbread or spice cake with warm homemade
lemon sauce. An offering will be taken at the
performance to benefit a BUMC mission project. The
performance will be held in person and/or can be
live-streamed from the BUMC Webpage.
Sign up to bake a cake for the Figgy Pudding musical
celebration or help cut, serve and cleanup here!

Live Nativity Dec 18th 5-7pm @ Living Waters
Complete with live animals in a manger, the story
of the birth of Jesus is played out by volunteers.
Angels & Magi join in as the story unfolds in front of
your eyes. Drive through the Living Waters parking
lot & witness the greatest story. Free hot chocolate
& a map of Christmas Lights around Belgrade &
Bozeman for your family to enjoy. Admission: Donate
canned or non-perishable food for local food banks.

Christmas Stroll Hot Chocolate Stand Dec. 3rd
Join us for Hot Chocolate & Candy Canes during
the Stroll in front of Schnee’s from 4:30pm-7:30pm.
Youth & Parents: Please sign up for a shift to hand
out free hot chocolate and candy canes at the stroll!
Shifts from 3:00-8:00, stroll from 4:00-7:30p.
Sign up for shifts here
and at www.bozemanumc.org/signup
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Missions is Engaging in Ministry Locally & Around the World
Holiday
Giving Season
Opportunities

Please watch in our Monday
Email Blasts for more info.
Can the Griz Food Drive:
Nov. 5-19 Help the MSU
Bobcats defeat the UofM
Grizzlies in the annual Food
Drive! Donate to Bozeman
UMC by grabbing a grey “Love
Thy Neighbor” recyclable
grocery bag and filling it with
wish list items!
November 20-26: Family
Promise Week
November 13 - Dec 4:
HUGSS Tree for Hays
Lodgepole Schools
November 13 - Dec 4:
Gallatin Valley Homeless
Youth Gift Card Drive
Nov 13-Dec 4:
Intermountain Children’s
Home Christmas Gift Drive
Dec 14: Figgy Pudding
Offering for Warming
Center, Fork & Spoon
Dec 24: Christmas Eve
Offering for El Salvador &
Angola Pastor Support

By Vickie Wilkinson
I confess to getting a sneak peak at the book we will be using
for Advent, All the Colors of Christmas. Beautifully illustrated, with an
endearing message of hope, it reminded me of the Disneyland ride “It’s
A Small World.” Small, adorable animatronic children around the world,
singing a message of how we can all get along, regardless of superficial
distinctions, living in harmony. The white Arctic, verdant green jungles,
emerald mountains, cerulean blue oceans, golden plains, and tawny
brown deserts. All children everywhere, of every hue, living vibrantly,
happy and whole. It brings tears to your eyes.
Through such mediums we can envision a God sized tapestry He
calls us to weave. A treasured perspective of how to embrace diversity
and respect all divine creation, individual threads woven together to
reflect a divine panorama. Perhaps it’s a call to open our eyes and
our hearts to a better way of seeing, an inclusive approach that defies
norms because it comes from a divine imagination.
During the Christmas season, your Mission Team highlights
how we can indeed be A Small World of many colors and threads. Our
work revolves around helping the congregation bring joy, sustenance,
acceptance and love to young friends here in Montana and all around
the world. We have naturally gravitated toward child focused projects
because it is the Christ Child we celebrate. We acknowledge that
children who mature in love, respect and appreciation will soon be
adults who love, respect, and appreciate. A child that is well cared
for by their community will one day be an advocate for community.
And children who know the full embrace of God’s people will grow into
adults ready to share His love with the next generation.
As the golden hued leaves drift to the ground this month and
are replaced by fluffy white pillows on evergreen boughs next month,
remember the divinely magical imagination of a God so big, it makes our
world small. Savor and be present for every gratitude, each reminder of
how a very small infant in a different place and in a very different time
still calls us to join His tapestry and be part of His grand imagination.
Your Mission Team hopes you find the warmth of crackling fires, that
you relish the warm earthy, nutty, and spiced flavors of the coming
season. Inhale the fragrance of pines and spruce, of turkeys roasting
and pies baking. Embrace heartfelt moments of pure joy with beloved
family and friends. Celebrate your part in God’s beautiful tapestry by
choosing to support one (or more) of our Mission opportunities.
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Fall Changes to Winter for the Gathering Place CLC
In October, The Gathering Place began participating in Montana Harvest of
The Month. Each month, our site will be promoting one locally grown item
by serving it in at least one meal and providing educational materials to
staff, children, and families. Classrooms will also promote a farm-to-school
connection by engaging the children in supplemental lessons and activities.
Feel free to checkout our Harvest of the Month Display on the 2nd level of
BUMC, located near the elevator.
October: Winter Squash, November: Apples, December: Lentils
Donation Requests: Winter Holiday Craft Supplies
(Can be delivered to the office)
Current Operating Hours: 7:30-4:30 M-F
Current Openings: Ages 2+
Current Enrollment: 22
Email samantha@bozemanumc.org to enroll or apply for our open positions.

Senior Ministry Opportunities this Winter

Senior Luncheon Nov. 17: The senior luncheon is held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, from noon1:15, at the Christus Collegium, at 714 South 8th. Join us for lunch and a special presentation by a variety
of presenters from the church and our community. A $5 donation to help cover the cost of the meal is
appreciated. Stay tuned for details in the Monday email about our December lunch.
Senior Book Club Nov. 3: TheBook Club meets on the 1st Thursday of the month in the Christus
Collegium Fireside room. In November the group will be discussing the book, Call Us What We Carry, by
Amanda Goreman. In December, we’ll exchange Christmas cookies, as we talk about book selections for
the coming year! New book-lovers are always welcome!
Methodist Fellowship at Aspen Pointe Nov. 10: You are invited to join a new small group fellowship,
meeting at 2:00pm on the 2nd Thursday of the month in the Aspen Pointe chapel. We’ll have interesting
guest speakers and activities that draw us closer together in community.

A Celebration of God’s Colors and Stephen Ministry

By Betty Merta
As I sit here this morning gazing out my window, it is a glorious Fall Day. The sky is clear. The sun and
a slight breeze are making the leaves on my trees dance in shades of yellow, gold, red, and green. A magpie
lands, bringing black, white and an iridescent blue into my line of vision. I remember that winter is coming
and that the beauty I enjoy this morning will be gone. The leaves will turn brown and fall. The grass will wither
and die, and soon be blanketed in white snow that gradually darkens and stops being beautiful… It will be
winter. The world turns. I look forward to Spring.
Life is rather like a change of seasons, isn’t it? Times of contentment with relative ease, of uncertainty
with fear & anxiety, of nervous anticipation with those “all over the board” feelings. Hard times that seem to
go on forever – with fear, loneliness, anger, sorrow, grief. Where is God in all this? We pray to once again find
moments of peace, joy and comfort.
Methodists of the Gallatin Valley has a powerful ministry, Stephen Ministry, for helping people through
those really difficult seasons/crises, in their lives. Stephen Ministers learn how to be a consistent presence
and reminder of God’s hope and unfailing love. How to listen as the care receiver tries to express their
feelings, hopes, dreams, fears, etc. How to respond with love, compassion and faith. Our time together is
confidential. The caring relationship lasts as long as the person is in need of care.
What season are you in? Might a Stephen Minister be helpful for you or a loved one at this time? Call
me at 406-600-9595 and let’s talk about it. Also, please pray to consider how God might be calling you to
engage with hurting people or to serve in this powerful ministry. We have a Stephen Ministry training class
beginning in mid-January, 2023. Contact our Stephen Ministry Training Leader, Shelly Batey at 406-388-6433
for more information.
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Children, Youth & Community Ministry
Time with Kids Sunday mornings during worship - come join us up front for a short lesson. On
Sundays at the Welcome Center/Fellowship area there is a table with coloring pages, crayons,
coloring pencils & kids Bibles.
We are committed to offering quality nursery care for families coming to worship on Sundays 9am10:30am. The nursery is currently for children ages 2 months through 1st grade (7 years old).
Weekly Sunday School at 10:30am.
Preschool & Kindergarten will meet in the Nursery 101 Classroom.
1st-5th Grade will meet in the Tower Theater #210 Classroom upstairs.
Any questions about fall activities for children? Contact Nicole Fuller children@bozemanumc.org
Do you like arts & crafts? Do you like telling stories? Do you like helping young people grow in their faith?
We need YOU! We’re looking for folks to help teach Sunday school for grades Pre K-5th! Sign up
for weekly, monthly, or a few times throughout the year. www.bozemanumc.org/signup
Children’s leadership team will be meeting every first Wednesday of the month (November 2nd),
from 6-7:30pm. If you’re in grades 3-5 and want to work with other kids to plan activities and service for
our community and congregation, we want you. Contact abbie@bozemanumc.org with questions and to
sign up for Leadership Team communications.
If you’re in grades 6-12, join us Sunday nights for youth group!
Grow your faith, make new friends, eat good food, and have a great time!
Every Sunday, 6-8pm, @ BUMC in the Friendship room.
No Youth Group November 27th (Thanksgiving)
If you or someone you know would like more information about our program, please contact Abbie at:
abbie@bozemanumc.org
Youth leadership team will be meeting every first Friday of the month beginning November 4th.
If you’re in grades 6-12 and want to work with other youth to plan activities and service for our community
and congregation, we want you! contact Abbie with questions and to sign up for Leadership Team
communications.
Calling all parents! On the first Sunday night of every month, join Pastor Zach at The Bacchus
Pub from 6:30-7:45 for conversation, relaxed environment, and a beverage of your choice!
Drop off your elementary kids with Nicole and your 6th-12th graders at youth group and take some time
to hang with other parents and enjoy some time to yourself. No agenda, just time together!
Contact Abbie or Pastor Zach for more information. Brew Night will resume January 15th.

What: Bar+Church - Small Group Discussion
When: 3rd Mondays/month 6pm-8pm
Where: Last Best Place Brewing 605 N 7th Ave
Bozeman
Why: All Ages come together and have a beer, coke,
water… and enjoy conversations about how life and
faith intersect. (You can bring in your own food &
they do allow children).

What: Bring your favorite game to the parsonage
for fellowship, treats, and games!
Who: All ages, all games!
When: 6:30pm 2nd Thursday/month November 10
Where: Parsonage 123 W. Curtiss
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Celebrating a Season of Change and Hope

By Martha Hendricks
“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.”
These wisdom words, written thousands of years ago, were recorded in
Ecclesiastes 3. However, like some of us, you may have only known them through the 1965 song “Turn Turn
Turn” by The Byrds. No matter the source, the truth is still there. The seasons, the colors of our world, our
worship and service, are always changing. UWF has changed through the years and will continue to change
to best reflect God’s love in our world.
UWF Miriam-Ruth circle recently discussed the life of Sarah. What an example of God deciding
to color outside of the box! From shocked laughter at learning that she would, at age 90, have a son, to
becoming the mother of a nation, Sarah was certainly an example of accepting and embracing a huge
change.
UWF Noon Luncheon had a discussion based on how we move forward together. How do we paint
a picture of women working together to put love into action to change the world? With a combination of
service, education, spiritual formation and friendship, we hope to make a difference.
As we approach this season of gratitude, love, hope and peace United Women in Faith will be a part
of the celebration. Not only will we enjoy laughing together like Sarah, we will worship together and welcome
the Advent season. We anticipate what God has in store for us!

Upcoming Events: All are invited!

Saturday Nov. 12, 10:30am Friendship Room.
“Tea and Treasures” fun event for all who love tea, treats
and treasures. Bring a treasure from home to give and
come home with a new one!
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at, 12:00-1:30pm Friendship Room
Advent Lunch with installation of officers, budget
approval, and special Advent Program.
To learn more about United Women in Faith, contact our
co-coordinators: Deb Redburn at dredburn53@gmail.com
or Kay Lansverk at lansverk@earthlink.net.
Please visit one of our circles: Miriam Ruth contact Jan
Arnot at geojanarnot@gmail.com
or Noon Luncheon contact Martha Hendricks at
myhendricks@icloud.com.

Top Right: UWF members Kay, Lauri and Jeannie welcome the beautiful changing colors of autumn.
Bottom Left: UWF members sharing stories and insights. Bottom Right: UWF members help to color our world!
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