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Preparation & Participation This Lent

“Building Bridges. The Beatitudes call us to a way of being with others in the world. Blessed are those who build
bridges over differences to expand God’s beloved community.”
We know community matters, but what we don’t often know is how to cross the bridges between divisions and
differences. We can all serve as bridges to one another in faith, understanding, compassion, and love. How do we build
these bridges, but not let go of the values that make us a unique church community? Join us for the season of Lent as
we learn from Jesus and others in our community about the way to be Christ’s followers.

Rev.
Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregation & Community Engagement

Rev. Eric Strader

Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

Wednesday March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, we will feature 3 opportunities to engage our faith deeper.
Drive-by ashes at the Bozeman church 12-1pm and 4-6pm.
Your Lent boxes can also be picked up during this time.
And we want you to join Rev. Eric in the sanctuary at 6pm for a contemplative Ash Wednesday service and a
memorial moment for these past two years of covid losses.
Palm/Passion, Sunday April 10th we celebrate the palm processional & passion of Christ.
Worship: Join us for this celebration with a reader’s theater in worship. If you are interested in adding your voice to
this experience, please contact Rev. Eric Strader.
The downtown churches present the return of the Ecumenical Palm Sunday Parade.
Five downtown churches and Charlie the donkey will wave branches, lift our voices, and reflect on what it might
have been like for those gathered to welcome Jesus into the capital city. Meet at the park across from the
Episcopal church at 9:00 am or at the BUMC Olive Street entrance at 9:15 am.
Maundy Thursday Meal, Thursday April 14th, 6pm at Living Waters 51 W. Cameron Bridge Rd.
It’s been two years since we had the opportunity to have an all-church meal - two years since we have gathered
the whole church together. It has been a long two years. You are invited to join us for a special outdoor (under a
large tent with heaters!) holy meal together. This will be the holy meal Jesus shared with his friends but expanded
to include catered Mediterranean food. RSVP is required, watch for information to come in the next few weeks.
Good Friday April 15
Ecumenical Tenebrae at 12pm
The darkness feels like it is all around us, even still the story told on Good Friday is perhaps of the darkest of all. As
the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, suffering, and death are read, candles are extinguished one by one. This service will
be held at the First Presbyterian Church, located across Willson street from BUMC.
Holy Week Art Walk Good Friday from 4pm-6pm
Art is a powerful medium to tell a story. Meet at BUMC between 4-6pm to receive directions for a walking art path
through downtown Bozeman. The path will feature local artists’ interpretations of the Holy Week story, as well as
an opportunity for your own creative side to come out. This event is intended for all ages but might be a good,
active way for children to interact with the story.
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More Activities During Lent

Lent is a time of preparation and focus, and reminiscent of Jesus’ time in the
wilderness before he started his public ministry. We believe that Jesus went
to the wilderness to set aside the distractions of normal, “worldly” life and
focus on God. We attempt to do the same during Lent - though obviously to
a lesser degree.
Last Lent, the inability to gather in-person led us to create the Lent Box. They
were such a meaningful addition to the season, we are bringing them back.
This year’s Lent Box will be filled with items and devotions to help guide
you through a Lenten time focused on creating holy chaos rather just
plain old chaos and building bridges thru differences.

Sign-up for your 2022 Lent box today.
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/821766
Easter Egg Hunt Saturday April 16th, 10-11am at the Christus Collegium 714 S. 8th Ave.
After the Easter Egg Hunt, stay for a breakfast potluck, coffee, and of course eggs! Sign up to bring a breakfast
dish with Abbie

Easter Worship Plan:
Sunrise Service April 17th, 7am. Join us at Peet’s Hill (just west of Aspen Pointe) to celebrate Easter with the
sun rising over Bozeman! Same location as last year so hikers can come up on the trail from the bottom or drivers
can park at the top and walk via the trail.
Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 8:30-11am. We’re excited to offer in person breakfast for the church this Easter to
raise money for youth missions! Come sit and eat or pick up and take home!
Sunday Worship April 17th, 9:30 am. Join us in-person or online to celebrate the rising of Christ!
Sunday Worship April 17th, 11am. Join us for an in-person only celebration of the rising of Christ!

cha·os
Part of speech: noun
Definition: complete disorder and confusion.
Use it in a sentence: ”snow caused chaos in the region"
Synonyms: confusion mayhem pandemonium
Holy Chaos: A Lent Book Study to Help Us Build Bridges
Wednesday March 9, 23, 30 & April 6, 13 at Coldsmoke
Coffee on Huffine. We will meet from 5:30-6 for coffee hour
and 6-7pm for our study hour. There’s a back room reserved.
Daily living - and loving -- in our fraught and deeply divided world
can be disorienting, unpredictable, exhausting, and scary. In Holy
Chaos, interfaith leader, activist, and pastor Amanda Henderson
reflects on the core principles of rooting down, embracing fear,
engaging curiosity, showing up, accepting our brokenness, and
building bridges to one another.
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KIVA: Helping People Through Micro-Loans

By Ann Dickensheets
In 2008, the mission team voted to give $2,000 to KIVA, a nonprofit organization that works with local banks in
poor communities all over the world to give out small “micro-loans” to individuals needing funds to enable them to make
a living. On the KIVA website you can read about the people asking for the loans, and how they plan to use the funds.
Some need new equipment for farming, or livestock that they can raise and sell. Others have businesses and need the
money to buy more merchandise. You can go to their website, KIVA.org, to learn more about this amazing organization.
The youth group, and later the middle school Sunday school, managed the funds for many years, loaning out
money, watching the account grow again as the money was repaid, and reloaning the money. To date, BUMC has
loaned out $22,125 to 322 different individuals!
Thank you to the mission team for investing in these people, to the youth for their management of the project,
and to the church for the dedication and vision for social justice in the world!
Upcoming Activities for Children
March 2nd: Ash Wednesday, drive-by ashes from 121pm or 4-6pm.
Order & Pick Up a family friendly Lent Box
March 5th: Dance & Dessert Party, from 6-8pm at
Living Waters UMC
March 13th: No Sunday school (Spring Break)
April 9th: Service Saturday, Details coming from
Abbie
April 16th- Easter Egg Hunt, 10am - 11am at Christus
Collegium. Brunch Potluck to follow.
Upcoming Activities for Youth
March 4th: Movie/Game night! Join us for snacks,
games and Encanto! 7:30-10:00 in the Friendship
room. No RSVP required.

April 30th-May 1st: 3rd Grade Bible Retreat. If you’re
in 3rd grade or know someone who is, sign up to get
your 3rd grade bible! Begins 1pm on Saturday and
ends after church on Sunday! Bibles will be presented
during worship. Sign up with Abbie.

March 13th: No Youth Group
March 25-26th: Youth Leadership Retreat. Contact
Abbie to RSVP
April 1st-3rd: Youth Retreat. Join us for a weekend of
faith, fun, service, and good friends! We welcome kids
from Bozeman, Billings, Great Falls, and Big Fork for
a weekend retreat! Grades 6-12 welcome, you won’t
want to miss it! RSVP required. Contact Abbie to RSVP
April 17th: Easter Breakfast Fundraiser. We’re
excited to offer in person breakfast for the church this
Easter to raise money for youth missions! If you’d like
to volunteer to cook, serve, or donate food, contact
Abbie.
April 17th: (No Youth Group)
Sunday schools helpers needed! If interested,
contact Abbie.

Join us for Campus Ministry on Thursday
Nights at 6pm at the Christus Collegium
www.tntmsu.weebly.com

Building Bridges to Campus
During this lenten season, Thursday Nights Together
Campus Ministry (TNT) is working hard to build
bridges with our larger church family! In March, we
will be going on a mission trip with church members
to Santa Ana! We will be helping repair a church in
need, helping them build bridges from the church to
their community! During Holy Week, we will be helping
with the Maundy Thursday service in many different
capacities. We are excited to keep building bridges
with this church community as we continue to grow in
relationship with one another.
TNT Campus Ministry Meal Sign Up
We are in need of volunteers to make meals for campus
ministry! We have an average of 12 students with one
of them being dairy free. Donations to provide a meal
are also appreciated! If you would like to provide a
meal or donate please sign up here
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Photos from L to R: Homes and complete neighborhoods were leveled by the fires.
Bishop Karen Oliveto encourages and thanks the ERT teams for their help sifting ashes.
ERT teams diging and sifting through the remains of a home.

Lessons from the Boulder Colorado Fire
By Jim Robison-Cox
On December 30, 2021 the Marshall fire roared through parts of Superior and Louisville, CO in Boulder County
burning about 1000 homes. What should we learn from this disaster?
• Almost all of us are under insured. Those who lost their homes in this fire were generally paying for homeowner’s
insurance as a requirement of the mortgage, but many had no idea that the coverage was not increasing enough to
cover the cost of rebuilding their home. An example: a home purchased 10 years ago for $200,000 was destroyed and
replacement will now cost $800,000. Action: Call your insurance agent to find your current coverage. The agent should
be able to tell you what replacement cost is in today’s market and if you should increase your coverage. Raising the
coverage will increase your monthly escrow payment, so it’s a tradeoff with what you can afford.
• We need to inventory our belongings. After a home is gone it’s very difficult to list all the belongings in the house.
Action: Take pictures of the contents of every closet, cupboard and drawer so that you can remember what was in each
corner of your home. Store the photos online or at another site.
• Drought is increasing the danger to homes even in urban areas. I always knew that homes far from town – out at the
edge of forests – were at risk of burning when a wildfire occurs. The Marshall fire did start in a more rural area, but fanned
by strong winds, it quickly ran into densely populated areas – even right up to a fire station. We have to rethink our ideas
of what is safe from fire and pay attention to creating a defensible zone near our houses. Action: UMCOR has a program
called “Connecting Neighbors” which teaches people to protect their homes, churches, and communities from disaster.
The conference disaster response committee is looking for people to teach this program to our congregations. If you
would like to learn more and possibly be a trainer, contact Jim Robison-Cox.
• In the weeks after the fire a call went out to Early Response Team members in the Denver – Ft Collins area. About 30
people responded to give their time to talk to survivors and to sift ashes looking for valuables. We spent a total of 330
hours helping 32 families with ash sifting. Action: Train to join an Early Response team. Contact Jim Robison-Cox for
training dates.

Current Volunteer & Service Opportunities
HRDC Bozeman Warming Center:

The Warming Center really needs our help with donations of hand and foot warmers, 30 gallon trash bags and any
and all paper products (toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates, etc.). Drop off at Church Offices or on Sunday
mornings. We will deliver for you!

Fork & Spoon Cafe Volunteers

A team of 7 volunteers is needed to serve the evening meal from 4:30-7:30
pm at Fork & Spoon, the community pay-what-you-can cafe on the third Thursday of each
month. Sign up here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4a722abfd0-fork
Or you can volunteer other days of the week thru the HRDC volunteer portal! www.thehrdc.org/volunteer

UMCOR Sunday: March 20th

Each year we celebrate the work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. The money we raise on this day
pays the administrative overhead for relief projects. Because overhead is covered, 100% of what we designate to
a specific project goes to the people in need. Please give generously to ‘UMCOR Sunday’ on March 20th. You can
give by check/cash in person or mail, or online & text giving. www.bozemanumc.org/giving
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SJAT: Building Bridges through Empathy, Education & Action
By Gloria Zimmer & Allie Zanieri-Hale
The Social Justice Action Team (SJAT) builds bridges through promoting empathy with those whose life
experiences are different from our own. We educate ourselves and lift up resources to the congregation. Through
recommending books, videos, movies, podcasts we help seekers “get inside the skin” of people of other races and
ethnicity, with those whose gender identity is nonconforming, with those struggling with mental health and thoughts of
suicide, with those living with food insecurity, etc.
We take actions for public policies that align with United Methodist Church Social Principles. During the 2021
session of the Montana Legislature, we alerted the congregation to progress of specific bills going through the process
of becoming law. In the regular Monday BUMC email, we gave updates and information about how to contact legislators
to influence the outcome of votes. The current year, 2022, is an off year for the Legislature. We expect to be sponsoring
similar activities in 2023 when there will be a legislative session, January through April.
In the early part of 2022, SJAT is emphasizing mental health. We hosted a book study on Atlas of the Heart by
Brene Brown in February and are encouraging people to see the play described below. There may be some other events
as well. Watch the BUMC Monday emails for announcements.
An award-winning play to be produced at The Emerson presents an opportunity for insight into the lives of the
LGBTQ community. “Angels In America, Part 1: Millenium Approaches,” by Tony Kushner and directed by Cara Wilder,
plays March 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 2022. We encourage BUMC folks to make March 20 a matinee experience at 2:00 at
the Emerson Crawford Theater. Seeing friends in the audience will make the afternoon more fun, and we might schedule
a discussion on another day afterwards, if there is interest. The play won the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and Tony
Award for Best New Play.
Set in 1985, the story revolves around six New Yorkers whose lives intersect. At its core, it is the fantastical
story of a gay man living with AIDS who is visited by an angel. The play explores a wide variety of themes, including
Reagan era politics, the spreading AIDS epidemic, and a rapidly changing social and political climate. There is a distinct
timeliness and relevance to a revival of the play as our nation grapples with a new, deadly communicable disease and
the consequences of significant political upheaval.
Those putting together this first ever professional production of “Angels in America” in Montana say, “We are
hoping to create not just a play but an awareness raising event in support of our LGBTQ friends and neighbors in all
corners of the state; those who have lived in fear because of who they are and are now more marginalized than ever due
to the recent strong shift in state politics.”
Advance tickets are available only through www.eventbrite.com. Tickets will be for sale at the door on the nights
of performances. This play contains mature themes, adult language, and sexually graphic content. Admission is for ages
16+ only.
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Senior Ministry Activities in March

By Ann Dickensheets
The Senior Ministry of BUMC offers many opportunities to connect and to build bridges through conversations
in our small groups and monthly luncheons and through the many opportunities to serve. Here are a few updates for the
upcoming months:
Senior Luncheon: Our March luncheon will be held on Wednesday, March 9 at noon, at the Christus Collegium.
There is parking along the street in front of the building, on 8th, on the side of the building on Alderson, and in the alley
behind the building. Pastor Amy will be leading a Lenten study.
Discipleship Bible Study: Carolyn Simser is leading this wonderful study of the New Testament. Please contact
her directly, if you are interested in joining. (406-580-1411 or csimser@gmail.com)
Sunday school Classes: We have classes on Sundays, at 10:45am, either in-person or on ZOOM, or on
Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm, also in person or on zoom. You can find the zoom links on the church webpage. Under
the “connect” tab, click on “Click here to connect with all groups and classes”, and you will see the zoom link under the
class description. Click on that link to be a part of the class!
The Adult Discussion Group also welcomes members of any age, even if folks haven’t been able to read the
book. We are currently reading Wholehearted Faith by Rachel Held Evans. We meet via Zoom at 10:45 a.m. on Sundays.
Other great small group opportunities at BUMC: Did you know there is a Men’s bible study that meets every
Thursday at 7 at the church and on Zoom? You can find the zoom link in the same place you can find the Sunday school
class links. There are several UMW groups that would welcome new members, as well! You can contact Deb Redburn
(dredburn@gmail.com) or Kay Lansverk (lansverk @earthlink.net) for more information.
Ways to Give: If you have a spare minute in your day, we are looking for folks to write notes and make phone
calls to our church friends at home or in the hospital. Contact Linda Johnson for more information. (406-600-5799 or
johnsonlinw@gmail.com)
Also, there are some open dates to feed our college students! You can sign up on the church signup page
on our website, or contact me, and I will sign you up. (ann@bozemanumc.org or 406-599-6237).

Senior Ministry Book Club,
the first Wednesday
of each month, 10-11am:

Send an email to bhadoptaunit@gmail.com

The senior book club meets on the first Wednesday of
every month, at 10 am, in the Christus Fireside room. Our
March book is, “The Sweetness of Water”, by Nathan
Harris. For our April meeting, we’ll be reading, “The Book
of Longings”, by Sue Monk-Kidd. New members to the
group are always welcome!
In the dying days of the American Civil War, newly
freed brothers, Landry and Prentiss, are cast penniless
into the world. Hiding
out in woods, they’re
discovered by the land’s
owner, George Walker,
a man still reeling from
the loss of his son in the
war. The brothers begin
to work on his farm, and
tentative bonds of trust
begin to blossom. But
this sanctuary survives on
a knife’s edge. It isn’t long
before the inhabitants of
the nearby town of Old
Ox react with fury at the
alliances being formed.
We hope you will join us!
Newcomers are welcome
to join us! Contact: ann@
bozemanumc.org
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Bozeman United Methodist Women Building Bridges

By Martha Hendricks
Bridges. What amazing creations designed to bring us together, crossing, according to Wikipedia, obstacles
that would be otherwise difficult or impossible to cross. There is a long history of building bridges; some built in the 13th
century BC still remain. It is human nature. We want to be connected. Most of us have had memorable experiences with
bridges… crossing those really high ones over a breath taking canyon, those old ones that make you wonder if you will
make it across, the swinging bridge on a hike, the ones that make you afraid to take the first step.
In 1976 I moved to Selma, Alabama to start my first job as a newly graduated Medical Technologist. I frequently
crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge over the Alabama River. I rarely stopped to reflect on what had happened there
eleven years before, on March 7, 1965. On that date blood was shed in an effort to cross what seemed to be impossible
obstacles… racism and injustice. Two weeks later Martin Luther King Jr. and many others bravely crossed the bridge
and began their historic march to Montgomery. The bridge in Selma is more than a way to cross a river, it is a blood
stained symbol of the struggle of humanity to make a choice to be united or remain separated.
United Methodist Women are well named. United Methodist Women are working to unite the world in the vision
of the gospel. From supportive friendships, standing for Christian principles of love and peace, protecting the innocent,
to providing economic, material and spiritual support, UMW is building bridges.
In a recent UMW Noon Luncheon Meeting we discussed the importance of seeing God in our travels, near and
far. We shared experiences of making connections with people on these travels. Jesus has given us the tools to build
bridges of connection to those we meet on our journey. No matter if we are walking down Bozeman’s Main Street, hiking
the Camino in Spain, or stepping into an historic cathedral in Europe, we can be bridge builders.
Bozeman United Methodist Women invite you to join us as we develop the bridge building tools of faith, education in
the scripture, love and prayer.
The Lenten Season is the perfect time to reflect on developing our building skills and get to work. Two books
on the United Methodist Women book shelf in the library in the Fireside Room (just off the narthex) speak to this bridge
theme:
-Finding Peace in an Anxious World, the 2020 Spiritual Growth Study, by staff of the Urban Village Church, discusses
building bridges from anxiety, worry, and fear towards God’s peace that surpasses all understanding. It organizes
around the Prayer of Serenity: God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the
things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.
- Our Strangely Warmed Hearts: Coming Out into God’s Call, by our own Bishop Karen Oliveto, builds bridges toward
a group some in the church have historically rejected. She discloses why and how spiritual renewal and a personal call
to ministry emerge in the strangely warmed hearts of lesbian and gay Christians.

YOU ARE WELCOME TO UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS!
Miriam-Ruth Circle: Wed. March 16th & Wed. April 20th, at 10am in the BUMC Friendship Room
Contact Jan Arnot geojanarnot@gmail.com
Noon Luncheon Group: Thursday March 24th & Thursday April 28th, from Noon – 1pm at the Christus Collegium
Contact Martha Hendricks myhendricks@icloud.com

Stephen Ministry: On the Bridge

By Betty Merta
From a personality perspective, I believe I was born a “fixer.” When there is a problem, I have always wanted
to be the one to solve it – even if it’s not my problem. Even if I don’t have any legitimate experience. Even if the person
doesn’t want or even recognize that they “need” my help. I was always ready with a “great idea.” I’m grateful that I’ve
finally learned that when I’m in this type of relationship with another human being, I am not being useful. I’m interfering
with a process that should not be short-circuited. God’s plans are always better than my fixes.
Stephen Ministers learn how to listen deeply and with compassion to someone who is hurting. We stand with
them on the bridge which is God, praying, validating, supporting and reminding them of God’s infinite grace and love.
We walk on the bridge with them through their pain and into God’s loving arms. God creates the channel as our
care receivers are ready and able to use it, to share their deepest feelings, hopes and fears without judgement or
recrimination. In return, they come to receive the peace of the One who gave us mercy and forgave our sins. We provide
the care and God does the rest…
From a ministry perspective, BUMC and Living Waters Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained
to provide the gift of God’s blessing and comfort to those who are experiencing a heavy load in life, such as grief,
divorce, job loss, chronic/terminal illness, relocation, infertility etc.
It’s scary on that bridge when it’s dark, you’re alone, feeling vulnerable & afraid, facing or experiencing a loss.
Let us accompany you. If you know someone who might benefit from a Stephen Minister – someone who experiencing a
heavy load and needs God’s hope, love & peace, contact Pastor Amy Strader, BUMC, at 406-551-7206 or Pastor Alison
Skillman, LWUMC, at 406-551-7208.
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/bozemanumc

Follow Us On Social Media
@bozemanumc

Bozeman UMC

www.bozemanumc.org

Bozeman UMC Monthly Team Meetings:

Trustees monthly meeting. 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:30pm.
Personnel monthly meeting. Third Monday of the month. 6:30pm.
Finance monthly meeting. Third Thursday, noon.
Leadership Board monthly meetings. Fourth Wednesday of the month, 6:30pm.
Please check with the office and your email reminders for zoom links and contact Rev. Eric if you have questions.

Bozeman United
Methodist Church
121 S Willson Ave
Bozeman, Montana 59715
406-586-5413

