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A Note About These Challenging Times

We aren’t sure how to say it, so we’ll just cut to the chase. Don’t let however long it’s been since you’ve been with
us, stop you from stepping back in. We often bump into parishioners in the grocery store; or the community, and it
can sometimes be an awkward dance as folks apologize. They had every intention of returning, but weeks turned into
months, and before they knew it, more than a year had passed.
In these types of conversations, it is clear there is a lot of guilt, embarrassment, shame, and questioning what others will
think. “When they see me, will they think, or worse yet say, ‘Well, where have you been?’” The Church should always
be an invitation and not shame, so hear that from us: You are invited!
Think of it as getting back into an exercise plan or healthy eating. To reap the benefits of these behaviors, we must push
through the guilt of not getting back at it sooner; we must let go of worrying what others will think when we walk back
through the gym doors. Easier said than done, we realize, but we (and we like to think God too) would much rather see
you reconnect than stay away longer because you feel guilty.
Also, please know we talk with many of you who are participating online, remember commenting or emailing us is a
great way to continue this relationship. We want to know you are out there - we need to be reminded you are out there.
You are always welcome to participate at BUMC. Community matters.
You matter.

Rev.
Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregation & Community Engagement

Rev. Eric Strader

Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

Join us for Worship & Communion throughout February
January meant exploring the history of Methodism. February will continue this history and apply it to our current
context. What does this 250+ year movement mean in the 21st Century in the Gallatin Valley? Rev. Amy will be
preaching on the women of Methodism, while Pastor Alison will be preaching on Montana Methodism, and more
of our history around social justice. Plus, hear about one of our failures as a people - the Sand Creek Massacre.
Communion will return on Feb. 6th. Throughout February, we will celebrate communion each week. This is to mirror
John Wesley’s belief in communion as an essential part of experiencing God’s grace. In other words, Welsey would
love we are sharing this sacrament each week. We will utilize different liturgies and experiences.
If you worship at home, please make sure you have some elements: donut and coffee, almonds and OJ.
Join us Sundays at 9:30am In-Person at BUMC & Online at www.bozemanumc.org/live
New Member Class “Pastries with the Pastor”
Would you like to know more about BUMC? Would you like to join the church formally? Join us on Feb. 27th for a
class at 8 am and then be welcomed into the life of the church at 9:30.
Children and Parent’s Sunday school will get going again on January 30th.
The intent will be to meet weekly until the end of the school year. Why are we starting 4-weeks into the new year?
Well because COVID, but also because there is no better time than the present. Parents will be able to attend
while kids are in class from 10:45-11:30am in-person or via Zoom. Please stop by the Parent Check-in group on
Facebook to vote for the topic.
Sunday Morning & Wednesday Evening Classes Continue thru February
Join us for UMC Social Principles Class Sundays 11am or Wednesdays at 6:30pm in person or via Zoom.
Join us for Book Discussion Group Sundays 10:45am - Noon via Zoom Wholehearted Faith by Rachel Held Evans
Join us for Disciple: New Testament on Wednesdays 6:30pm via Zoom
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The Children’s Leadership Team planned a fun Sledding Party at Lindley Center in January. Stay tuned for
more opportunities to gather, fellowship and learn together in February, March & April!

Developing Children and Youth into Leadership within the Church

By Abbie Thompson
Over the last year, we have begun developing our young leadership within the church. Our children and youth
leadership teams have come together several times in the last few months to plan, grow, learn, and discover new
ways to reach out to their community. The leadership of young people is often overlooked in many church settings, so
it makes my heart happy to see the skills and passions of our children being embraced by our Methodist community.
I grew up in the Methodist Church; in fact, I was a church nerd in many ways. I spent all my free time going
to retreats, helping after church on Sundays, youth group, leadership... you name it, I was doing it. The Methodist
Church has had a huge part in the person I am today. Without many people in the church allowing me to step into
leadership roles with responsibility and authority and offering me opportunities to travel and learn that I would not
have otherwise had, my life would have looked very different.
I am thankful to my past communities for raising me up, and I’m especially grateful for the Methodists in the
Valley for giving our young people responsibility and authority to grow and lead in their own wonderful ways. Thanks
to all of you for raising great people.
Upcoming Activities for Children

Upcoming Activities for Youth

Sunday school: Every Sunday from 10:45-11:30am
(meet up front after worship and we will walk upstairs
to the tower room).

Youth group: Every Sunday from 6-7:45 pm (in the
friendship room)

Children’s Leadership retreat: Friday, February 18Saturday the 19th, 5:30pm to 11:30am RSVP required.
If your child is in 3rd-5th grade and is interested in
being on the children’s leadership team, please
contact Abbie!

Ski Trip to Discovery: Saturday February 5th- Sunday
February 6th, Signup at bozemanumc.org/signup
and/or contact Abbie! for more Info.
No youth group on Sunday February 20th.
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Stephen Ministry: Who, Me?

By Betty Merta
Each day over my first cup of coffee, I read a series of daily meditation books/devotionals, the covenant I wrote
to God for 2022 and I pray that God gives me the ability to be useful to others that day.
The first time I heard John Wesley’s 3 Simple Rules, I thought “Yeah – those are easy enough; I can do that!”
Over time, I have learned that I never think I’m doing harm; I always think I’m doing good. And, I’m surprised when
someone gets their nose out of joint about something I’ve said or done, or not said/done. Don’t people know what my
intentions are? (Spoiler alert: No, they don’t!) I’ve learned that I judge myself on my good intentions, while the rest of the
world judges me on my actions and how those actions affect others.
So, I’m grateful for Wesley’s Third Rule: “Stay in Love with God”. As I nurture my relationship with God, I
become more willing to ask for help, and more trusting that God’s response will be what I need. God is making it easier
for me to understand and set aside my ego, needs and expectations so that I am getting better at fulfilling Wesley’s First
Two Rules: Do no harm and Do good. I believe that God delights in my attempts.
From a ministry perspective, BUMC and Living Waters Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained
to provide the gift of God’s blessing and comfort to those who are experiencing a heavy load in life, such as grief, divorce,
job loss, chronic/terminal illness, relocation, infertility etc. Stephen Ministers listen in confidence non-judgmentally and
with compassion. We pray that through God’s help, we create a safe space where the hurting person may share their
deepest feelings, hopes and fears, and feel the peace of the One who gave us mercy and forgave our sins.
Do you know someone who might potentially benefit from a Stephen Minister – someone who is deeply hurting
and needs God’s hope, love, peace and joy? Have you ever wondered whether God might be calling you to this
powerful ministry? If so, contact Pastor Amy Strader, BUMC, at 406-551-7206 or Pastor Alison Skillman, LWUMC, at
406-551-7208.

Join us for Campus Ministry on Thursday
Nights at 6pm at the Christus Collegium
www.tntmsu.weebly.com
TNT Campus Ministry Meal Sign Up
We are in need of volunteers to make meals for campus
ministry! We have an average of 12 students with one
of them being dairy free. Donations to provide a meal
are also appreciated! If you would like to provide a
meal or donate please sign up here
Parent Night In: Friday, February 11, 6:00 pm
During the pandemic, many of us longed to talk with others
about our experiences. Now it can feel tiring to share. At
these times we likely need community the most. On the
agenda will be conversation and laughter. We hope to
have dinner, but we will decide how folks are feeling about
masking as it gets closer. We will for sure have child care
though! Mark your calendars, so you don’t miss, starting
Valentines Day weekend February 11th with some love
from your church family.
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If you are or know MSU students in search of a
welcoming campus ministry community,
please contact Pastor Alison Skillman!
Campus Ministry Winter Retreat
Sunday February 20- Monday February 21
Hey students! Join Campus Ministry on their winter
retreat to Fairmont Hot Springs! Come enjoy the
lovely hot springs and time of fun and games in the
cabin! Please contact Pastor Alison Skillman if you
would like to join!

Closing Out 2021 by Sharing the Love of God with the Community

By Vickie Wilkinson
My grandmother had two sisters and when I was a child they all lived next door to each other. But only my Aunt
Etrulia was a practicing Christian. She made sure I went to church every Sunday, had the appropriate holiday clothing
choices, knew my Bible verses, and basically filled me with a worldview that God was real, He was always with me,
and my job in life was to live like I believed with all my heart and soul those two important facts. I remember my little
childhood church and its people with a lot of affection. They cared for their neighbors and each other. If someone lost a
job the church would help till another job was found. If someone died, a new feast was delivered each day. A new baby
meant a generous baby shower and lots of loving aunties. They sent money to missionaries in far away places I could
only dream of visiting. The church in a community is a place of refuge, of hope, of acceptance. It is a place to connect
in the greater community by recognizing we are all part of God’s family. Church is a place where we gather to impact the
world around us, from a place of love. And in this very difficult time…isn’t that what we all need?
Our church, BUMC, is a refuge in a hurting world. We are a place of community and shared purpose. We are an
avenue for good…for positive change. We see a problem and actively work to resolve it. In BUMC Missions, we work
hard to do just that. The problems are many, but so are the hands and hearts in our church. From serving meals and
supporting the programs at Fork and Spoon, to purchasing seeds for an agricultural mission in Angola; from supporting
children at Intermountain Children’s Home, to assuring school children in El Salvador have one good meal per day; from
providing warm clothing items to the students in Hays Lodgepole schools, to donating needed gift cards for the Gallatin
Valley’s own youth without adequate shelter… Methodists in the Valley are active and caring and shining the light in dark
corners.
Are you looking for purpose this winter? Would you like to share the love with your community? Or the greater
world around us? We can use you!!!!

Current Volunteer & Service Opportunities
HRDC Bozeman Warming Center:

Needs volunteers for early morning shifts in the Warming Center. www.thehrdc.org/volunteer
We are also collecting paper towels during the month of February to help the Warming Center’s bottom line! Please
drop off at church on Sunday mornings or during regular office hours.

Fork & Spoon Cafe Volunteers

A team of 7 volunteers is needed to serve the evening meal from 4:30-7:30
pm at Fork & Spoon, the community pay-what-you-can cafe on the third Thursday of each
month. Sign up here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4a722abfd0-fork
Or you can volunteer other days of the week thru the HRDC volunteer portal! www.thehrdc.org/volunteer

HRDC Gallatin Valley Food Bank

The Food Bank currently needs extra help in the warehouse and in food distribution.
For all above HRDC volunteer positions, please go to www.thehrdc.org/volunteer
Please note: We no longer accept used glasses or cell phones;
stamps or box tops. However, we do accept and deliver nonperishable food to the Food Bank; donations for the Warming
Center (warm socks; lip balm; feminine hygiene products, winter
gloves) in addition to the paper towels.

Ready to make a greater impact thru Missions?
Consider joining us March 12-19 on a Mission oriented trip to
Southern California.
BUMC Missions/TNT Campus Ministry/Living Waters Missions are joining
forces to rehabilitate a neglected church property in a predominantly
Hispanic neighborhood. We will also be working with families in the
neighborhood thru crafts and games with the children. Participants must
be vaccinated and all safety protocols will be followed!
For more information email Vickie Wilkinson at vwilkson@aol.com.
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Carrying Out Wesley’s Teachings: Social Justice Action Team
By Gloria Zimmer & Allie Zanieri-Hale
The Social Justice Action Team (SJAT) carries out John
Wesley’s teachings about doing good through pursuing justice. We
will be focusing on behavioral and mental health in the first quarter
of 2022, specifically how it intersects with our call to social justice
education and action. We will also continue to show the difference
between mission action and social justice action.
SJAT Book Study February 24, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom
Featured will be the newest book by Brene Brown, author of six #1
bestsellers on the New York Times list. Atlas of the Heart explores
the emotions and experiences that define what it means to be
human and walks us through a framework for cultivating meaningful
connection.
Brown’s book speaks to us in this way, “If we want to find the way
back to ourselves and one another, we need language and the
grounded confidence to both tell our stories and to be stewards of
the stories that we hear.”
The author is a researcher, professor, storyteller, and podcast host
who has spent two decades studying courage, vulnerability, shame
and empathy. She says, “The bottom line: I believe that you have to
walk through vulnerability to get to courage... “ She also says, “I do
NOT believe that cussing and praying are mutually exclusive.”
Read the book, save the date, and invite your friends! The Zoom link
will be published closer to the time of the book study in the Monday
email blast and on our webste www.gallatinvalleymethodists.com

Spotlight Series
What is social justice action? How does it differ from missions?
In September, the BUMC missions team and social justice action team demonstrated the difference in emphasis of
our two groups. We presented a skit in which villagers were overwhelmed with rescuing babies floating down a river.
That’s missions. Then some villagers suggested they go upstream to discover why babies were in the river in the first
place and try to correct the situation. That’s social justice action. Both types of action are ways of following Jesus.
Over the next few months, we will present a series of Spotlights on mission projects and highlight the social justice
aspects of those efforts. What could be done to change the way things are done? Members of the social justice
action team will interview people who are deeply involved with mission projects BUMC supports. Look for the
spotlights in BUMC emails, and on our website www.gallatinvalleymethodists.com
Support Ruby Daughenbaugh’s
Eagle Scout project First-Aid Kit signup
I am Ruby (pictured here with mom Katie), a Scout from Troop 619 and I
am working on my Eagle Scout project. My project is making 100 quality
first aid kits to hand out through HRDC to people in the community who
could benefit, like those who use the Food Bank or Warming Center. I
am seeking donations for materials to assemble these first aid kits and
would love if you could help and click below to donate. You can drop the
donations off at Bozeman United Methodist Church, 121 S. Willson or
have them shipped to 8215 Pinion Place, Bozeman MT 59718.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ca8a928a02-ruby
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Senior Ministry: Community Founded in the Values of John Wesley
By Ann Dickensheets
The foundational values of our founder, John Wesley, have played an important part in the history
of Bozeman United Methodist Church, and today they continue to guide our ministry. Community building
has been an important part of the Methodist tradition. The senior ministry at Bozeman United Methodist
Church offers a variety of ways that seniors can connect with our church and feel a part of the ministry. From
the Wednesday luncheons, to the book club, to Dine With Nine, we offer opportunities to get to know one
another and to be a part of the BUMC church family. Seniors are also invited and encouraged to follow our
founder’s passion for social justice by volunteering to join our church at the Fork and Spoon each month,
make meals for Family Promise or our campus ministry, write cards or make phone calls to those in need,
or participate in the myriad of projects sponsored by our mission team. And finally, the church offers all
generations the opportunity to grow in personal holiness through Sunday school and bible study classes. As
we move through the 21st century, we will continue to build on the principles of John Wesley to create a vital,
inclusive and relevant church.
February Senior Ministry Luncheon:
Join us for lunch and fellowship, at noon on
February 16, at the Christus Collegium.

Our guest speaker for the month is Bob Remer, who
will be giving a special presentation on the history
of the Middle East. An RSVP is appreciated, but not
mandatory. Parking is available on 8th and Alderson
or in the alley behind the Christus. I will put out “NO
PARKING” signs to reserve the spots for you.
Contact: ann@bozemanumc.org

Dine With Nine:
Groups are in motion!

If you and your companions are
uncomfortable meeting right now, it is
perfectly acceptable to hold off meeting
until COVID numbers are down, or until
the weather is warm enough for outdoor
gatherings. If would like to be a part of a
Dine With Nine group,
Contact: ann@bozemanumc.org

Card and Phone Call Ministry: We have
many people stuck inside due to health or COVID
concerns that could use a phone call or card. If you
would be willing to be a part of this ministry, or if you
would like to receive a call and cards, please contact
Linda Johnson johnsonlinw@gmail.com

Book Club, the first Wednesday
of each month, 10-11am:
The book club meets in the Fireside Room at the
Christus. Our book for February is, Brothers on Three, by
Abe Streep. Newcomers are welcome to join us! Contact:
ann@bozemanumc.org

From journalist Abe Streep,
the story of coming of age on
a reservation in the American
West and a team uniting a
community.
March 11, 2017, was a night
to remember: in front of the
hopeful eyes of thousands of
friends, family members, and
fans, the Arlee Warriors would
finally bring the high school
basketball state championship
title home to the Flathead
Indian Reservation. The game
would become the stuff of
legend, with the boys revered
as local heroes. The team’s
place in Montana history was
now cemented, but for starters Will Mesteth, Jr. and Phillip
Malatare, life would keep moving on—senior year was only
just beginning.
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Methodist Women Have Shaped the Past & Will Shape the Future

By Martha Hendricks and Gloria Zimmer
Methodist women have been around ever since there were, well, Methodists. Two women influenced by John
Wesley’s teachings, Sarah Crosby and Mary Basanquet both preached and led classes beginning in 1761 in England.
The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society first organized in Boston in response to a lack of women’s health care in
India in 1869. Other missionary societies formed in the following years. These have grown, morphed and combined to
become the United Methodist Women of today. From 1761 until today, women have joined together to answer the needs
of the world. That is what makes being a Christian, a Methodist, and a member of United Methodist Women relevant. It
requires listening to the voices of others and hearing their hopes and needs and listening to God’s guidance to respond.
The Methodist Church and UMW can be a launching pad for transformation. It may feel impossible to make a
difference on our own, but, working together we hold each other up and become strong. We become a force. The United
Methodist Women are committed to helping to educate, create strong leaders, serve, advocate, and grow spiritually.
When you become aware of a need in your neighborhood or the world, you will probably find that the Church and UMW
are already providing a way to become involved. Racial justice, equality, the environment, health care, housing, mental
health and the criminal justice system are among many issues in which UMW plays a part. The emphasis on Martin
Luther King and racial justice calls to mind the importance and relevance of the church in supporting change.
This story, provided by Gloria Zimmer, is a reminder that we can make a difference here in Montana and shows
how a national youth pastor who nudged the Methodist Church toward racial equality brought his zeal for youth and
justice to Montana. Rusty Harper of Helena tells about his dad George Harper’s national youth work in the days of the
Central Jurisdiction, when black churches were in a separate jurisdiction from white churches. He was an inspirational
preacher who organized large rallies in Nashville and elsewhere that included both black and white youth. Three southern
bishops took him aside and said official Methodist policy was “separate but equal,” and a black pastor would be hired
to lead the black youth. The man they hired happened to be one of his dad’s friends from seminary. They held black
rallies and white rallies that just “happened” to be in the same place and at the same time and with the same speakers,
twice including Martin Luther King, Jr. Sure that his days in that job based in Tennessee were numbered, George Harper
took a job in 1953 as youth pastor of the Montana Conference of Methodist churches and eventually an appointment as
pastor at St. Paul’s UMC in Helena. George Harper and his wife Dorothy continued to be leaders for many justice issues
in Montana.
Bozeman United Methodist Women are actively serving, working, educating and supporting change that matters. There
is no doubt that the 21st Century needs us!
The BUMC circles Miriam-Ruth (contact: Jan Arnot 406-873-4725 geojanarnot@gmail.com) and Noon Luncheon
Group (contact: Martha Hendricks 406-579-4305 myhendricks@icloud.com) would love for you to join us. Due to Covid
concerns meeting times and locations may vary, so contact us for the latest news and watch the Monday email blast.

Methodist Women in Bozeman: Mary Harris McDonald
Reprinted Article by Rachel Phillips, Bozeman Magazine
March 2019

Born into slavery, the courageous and resilient Mary McDonald
traveled with her husband to Montana Territory in 1863. Mary
and Richard had four sons and three daughters. Tragically,
all four of the McDonald’s sons died in childhood—one was
buried along the trail during their journey west to Montana.
The three McDonald daughters—Mollie, Belle, and Melissa—
grew up in the family home that still stands at 308 South
Tracy Avenue in Bozeman. Mary McDonald, affectionately
known as “Grandma” to many, was well known in town for
generously helping her neighbors. She was a dedicated and
faithful member of the Methodist Church until her death at
age 100 in 1941.
Read more about the McDonald Family in Bozeman in
Bozeman Magazine article by Crystal Alegria in August 2020
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Read about the McDonald Family and other historic
Bozemanites by Gail Schontzler in August 2020

Bozeman United
Methodist Church
121 S Willson Ave
Bozeman, Montana 59715
406-586-5413

Thank you for your Tithes & Giving to support the ministry
and mission of
Bozeman United Methodist Church
We are excited to announce that Bozeman United Methodist Church is participating in the Amazon Smile program.
Amazon Smile is a program where Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to charitable
organizations selected by customers. We are asking YOU to support our local, statewide and international mission
work when you shop at Amazon Smile. NOTE: You do not pay any additional price or fee when using Amazon Smile.

Follow these simple steps:

1. Go to http://smile.amazon.com or google Amazon Smile and select the address.
2. When you see the prompt to “Select a Charity,” fill in the box that says “Or pick
your own charitable organization.” Be sure to use the 501c3 name “Bozeman United
Methodist Church” This is our registered name as a 501c3. Press enter.
3. You can begin shopping as you usually do when using Amazon. Even if you have
items in a cart, they will appear just as if you had gone directly to Amazon.
Remember that many hands make small work - just as many small donations combined make
a huge impact for Bozeman United Methodist Church and our missions!

/bozemanumc

@bozemanumc

Bozeman UMC

Follow Us On Social Media

www.bozemanumc.org

