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Happy Advent One and All!
As we begin to put up our Christmas trees, garland, lights, and play "All I 

Want For Christmas is You" on repeat, sometimes we forget to take a moment 

of reflection on what the Christmas season is all about. We hope this devotional 

will give you that space in this crazy holiday season to pause, think, pray, and 

reflect on the power that the Christ Child brings to this special time of year.

Beginning on the first Sunday of Advent we will guide you through daily hands-on or

reflective activities...

Sundays: Advent Wreath Liturgy & Hands-on activity

Mondays: Journaling Questions

Tuesdays: Poem/Reading & Reflection Questions

Wednesday: Mission Opportunities

Thursdays: Poem/Reading & Reflection Questions

Fridays: Poem/Reading & Reflection Questions

Saturdays: Scripture Reading

Join us as we explore Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol this Advent Season. For

many of us, losing the traditions from our past, and our uncertainty about the future,

has brought about a present Scrooge-ish attitude. Come find the light of Christ this

Christmas. The chimes of the clocktower beckon Scrooge to turn from resentment,

fear, and isolation. How can we find the spirit of Christmas amongst the materialism

and distractions of the season? Not to mention, where is there room for healing and

forgiveness for your life this Christmas?

Blessings to you all this Christmas Season!

Pastor Alison Skillman 
Rev. Amy Strader
Rev. Eric Strader



Sunday, November 28Sunday, November 28
Week 1: Bah-Humbug!Week 1: Bah-Humbug!

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. There are four Sundays of the church year. Each candles

in the Advent wreath stands for one of these Sundays. The Center white candle is the Jesus

candle. This wreath reminds us that with God’s brith, God kept God’s promise to the people.

Jesus came to bring hope, peace, joy, and love to our world. Today we light the first candle. 

It is the candle of HOPE. 

Scripture Isaiah 9:6-7

A child is born to us, a son is given to us,

and authority will be on his shoulders.

He will be named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

There will be vast authority and endless peace

for David’s throne and for his kingdom,

establishing and sustaining it

with justice and righteousness

now and forever.

Today we light the candle of HOPE. 

Hope in that what keeps us moving towards God’s light.

Instead of wandering aimlessly without a compass, without a guide. 

Hope is what keeps us alive and living life with purpose. 

We light the candle of hope, because “hope is the destination of our faith.” 

ACTIVITY: 
If you have an Advent Wreath already at home, time to put it up! If you signed up to get the

supplies, design your Advent Wreath! Every Sunday, you will light another candle on your

Advent Wreath.



Monday, November 29Monday, November 29
Week 1: Bah-Humbug!Week 1: Bah-Humbug!

Weekly Journal Entry

Make a list of things that give you the "bah-humbug" feeling. Allow the naming

of them help you let go of the things that keep us in such a negative space.



Tuesday, November 30Tuesday, November 30
Week 1: Bah-Humbug!Week 1: Bah-Humbug!

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
by Charles Dickens 

I care not for Spring; on his fickle wing
Let the blossoms and buds be borne:

He woos them amain with his treacherous rain,
And he scatters them ere the morn.

An inconstant elf, he knows not himself
Nor his own changing mind an hour,

He’ll smile in your face, and, with wry grimace,
He’ll wither your youngest flower.

 
Let the Summer sun to his bright home run,

He shall never be sought by me;
When he’s dimmed by a cloud I can laugh aloud,

And care not how sulky he be!
For his darling child is the madness wild

That sports in fierce fever’s train;
And when love is too strong, it don’t last long,

As many have found to their pain.
 

A mild harvest night, by the tranquil light
Of the modest and gentle moon,

Has a far sweeter sheen, for me, I ween,
Than the broad and unblushing noon.

But every leaf awakens my grief,
As it lieth beneath the tree;

So let Autumn air be never so fair,
It by no means agrees with me.

 
But my song I troll out, for Christmas stout,

The hearty, the true, and the bold;
A bumper I drain, and with might and main

Give three cheers for this Christmas old!
We’ll usher him in with a merry din
That shall gladden his joyous heart,

And we’ll keep him up, while there’s bite or sup,
And in fellowship good, we’ll part.

 
In his fine honest pride, he scorns to hide

One jot of his hard-weather scars;
They’re no disgrace, for there’s much the same trace

On the cheeks of our bravest tars.
Then again I sing ’till the roof doth ring,

And it echoes from wall to wall—
To the stout old wight, fair welcome to-night,

As the King of the Seasons all!
 

 
REFLECTIONS:

What do you think it means that Christmas, not winter, is the fourth season?
Why does the poet feel Christmas suits him more than the other seasons?



Wednesday, December 1Wednesday, December 1
Week 1: Bah-Humbug!Week 1: Bah-Humbug!

Homeless Youth Gift Cards
A child without a home is a hard reality we hate to
acknowledge...particularly in the Gallatin Valley. Children sleeping in
cars on frigid nights, begging to sleep on a friend’s sofa or having to
stay at the HRDC shelter because their family has absolutely no other
resources. Many of us cannot imagine how that can be true...surely
someone is aware and DOING SOMETHING!!

Relatives, the school, the state are all underfunded and understaffed
despite best efforts. But what about the church? Is there a way we can
help, even though we don’t have housing to offer, therapy to provide?
Yes, in fact we can help!!

Each year during the Christmas season Methodists in the Valley seek
donations of Gift Cards to local businesses for homeless students.
These cards provide much needed access to food, a safe and warm spot
in a coffee shop while studying or hanging out, fuel for a car that gets
them to work, and even a fun gift they may not otherwise have. We
believe all children deserve to know they are loved and cared for.
Despite the obstacles in their young lives, children need to understand
there are resources available to help them. All donations are
distributed through the school district as they are uniquely qualified to
know where the most need is.

Help us provide a blessing to the neediest of our children. Gift cards to
any LOCAL business... coffee shops, Wal-Mart or Target, Town &
Country, gas cards, Regal Cinema, etc. are appreciated. Please keep
each card amount to $25 or less. Drop off at church services or at
BUMC office Monday-Thursday mornings from 9-1. THANK YOU!



Thursday, December 2Thursday, December 2
Week 1: Bah-Humbug!Week 1: Bah-Humbug!

A merry Christmas, uncle!  God save you!” cried a cheerful voice.  

It was the voice of Scrooge’s nephew.  

 

“Bah!” said Scrooge, “Humbug!” 

 

“Christmas a humbug, uncle!  You don’t mean that I am sure?” 

 

“I do,” said Scrooge. “Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? 

What reason have you to be merry? You’re poor enough.” 

 

“Come, then,” returned the nether gaily.” What right have you to be dismal? 

What reason have you to be morose? You’re rich enough.” 

 

Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said, 

“Bah!” again;  and followed it up with “Humbug.” 

 

“Don’t be cross, uncle.” 

 

“What else can I be, when I live in such a world of folks as this? Merry Christmas! What’s

Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills without money; a time for finding yourself a

year older, but not richer? If I could work my will every idiot who goes about with Merry

Christmas on his lips, should be boiled with his own pudding and buried with a stake of holly

through his heart. 

 

“Uncle!”

 

“Nephew! Keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in mine.” 

                                                               -Excerpt from A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens 

 

REFLECTIONS: 
When you hear Scrooge today, what comes to mind? 

How do you handle the Scrooges in your life? 

According to Gallup Research, the average American spend more than 

$800 on Christmas gifts each year, and 6% still paying off Christmas debt in 

October of the next year. 

Given this research, is there any truth to Scrooge’s claim?

Why or why not?  



Friday, December 3Friday, December 3
Week 1: Bah-Humbug!Week 1: Bah-Humbug!

Concept art of Scrooge and Marley from Time Magazine 

REFLECTIONS:
Marley is the first visitor to Scrooge and gives him a glimpse of what his 

life could be if he continues living this kind of life. 

Think of one person who is no longer living who might be able to offer 

you valuable wisdom and guidance. 



Saturday, December 4Saturday, December 4
Luke 1:26-45

Jesus’ birth foretold
When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in
Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house.
The virgin’s name was Mary. When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The
Lord is with you!” She was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father.
He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.”

Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a
man?”

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s
Son. Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who
was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.”

Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the
angel left her.



Sunday, December 5Sunday, December 5
Week 2: Remembrance of Christmas PastWeek 2: Remembrance of Christmas Past
 Last Sunday the light of a single candle reminded us of HOPE, even in the darkness. 

Today is the second Sunday in Advent. We light the candle of PEACE. This light must

brave the darkness of a world not at peace. 

 

Light the HOPE candle.

 

Scripture. Luke 1:76-79

You, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High,

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.

You will tell his people how to be saved

through the forgiveness of their sins.

Because of our God’s deep compassion

the dawn from heaven will break upon us,

to give light to those who are sitting in darkness

and in the shadow of death,

to guide us on the path of peace.”

 

Today we light the candle of PEACE. 

Peace for those terrorized by inner turmoil or outer strife,

violence at home, acts of hatred, a ravaged earth, or a scarred psyche. 

We light this candle because we believe that 

peace is possible through God’s redeeming presence among us. 

 

Light PEACE candle.

 

 

REFLECTIONS:

Where are placed of peace for you? 

What help you find peace? 

Why is Jesus the path to peace?



Monday, December 6Monday, December 6
Week 2: Remembrance of Christmas PastWeek 2: Remembrance of Christmas Past

Weekly Journal Entry

Write about your favorite Christmas tradition. How does this teadition connect

you to the past? Does it keep you from enjoying the Christmas of today?



Tuesday, December 7Tuesday, December 7
Week 2: Remembrance of Christmas PastWeek 2: Remembrance of Christmas Past

Christmas Bells
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

 
I heard the bells on Christmas Day

Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along
The unbroken song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 

Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,

A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,

And with the sound
The carols drowned

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,

And made forlorn
The households born

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 

And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;

"For hate is strong,
And mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"
 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;

The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to men."
 

 
REFLECTIONS:

What strong hate makes you feel like it is mocking the joy of Christmas?  
How do we know God is not dead? That right will prevail?



Wednesday, December 8Wednesday, December 8
Week 2: Remembrance of Christmas PastWeek 2: Remembrance of Christmas Past

Global Missions
Did you know the church is not just local? The Church is GLOBAL! Even John Wesley went
global to share the love of Christ. (He came to America for a short time!) As with the local
church, we not only provide our prayers and friendship, we also help supply their needs. It is
through this blessing that we are all brought together in Christ’s love. Methodist’s in the
Valley proudly provide support for FOUR GLOBAL MISSION partners!

BUMC has long had a Mission connection to Mongolia through the missionary work of Helen
Shepherd. Helen began a much needed hospice program there. Currently, we provide funds to
cover a Christmas present for each hospice patient. And through a generous anonymous
donor, we have been able to provide the salary for one hospice nurse for 6 months! Because of
the care of trained, professional caregivers patients in end of life care, and their families, feel
the touch of Christ’s love.

We also have a long relationship in East Angola. This year we provided much needed funding
to repurchase seeds for the Quessua Agricultural Mission. Our Figgy Pudding offering will
help provide funds for pastors salaries! These pastors not only lead churches, they often are
school teachers, they are agriculturists, they manage the finances, they provide healthcare and
much more.

In El Salvador, we give assistance to not only an economically challenged colonia, but we also
support the work of a K-9th grade school. The pandemic has further devastated the economics
of the community and the school, and our partner Siloe Church is working diligently to reopen
the school to in-class learning in January 2022. Unfortunately their budget is greatly reduced
and difficult decisions on where to reduce expenses are being made. To keep staff, they must
cut out lunches. Figgy Pudding donations this year will help provide a snack to the students
during the day: a piece of fruit, a tortilla or boiled egg. Hard working brains need fuel and
there is a lot for the students to catch up on after this past year. For many students, the school
lunch was their only meal of the day. We are hoping to provide at least part of that nutrition!

The Tujenge Foundation in Burundi provides the chance for young, deserving scholars to
reach University level studies either in Africa, Europe, or even the United States. Our very
own Ben Dickensheets teaches the students in courses and strategies that give them access to
higher education. Figgy Pudding donations again help provide a much needed meal for the
students while school is in session. Many of these students arrive at the school from very rural
areas, with absolutely no resources of their own. The one meal is often the most nutrition they
receive during the day.

Figgy Pudding donations are split between our global partners. Every dollar is a 
true act of generosity and reflects a heart of LOVE. Your giving on this night 
provides much needed support or sustenance to our brothers and sisters around 
the globe. Please give generously!
THANK YOU!



Thursday, December 9Thursday, December 9
Week 2: Remembrance of Christmas PastWeek 2: Remembrance of Christmas Past

As he threw back his head, hoping sleep wouldn’t be far behind, a clanking noise, deep down below; as
if some person were dragging a heavy chain over the casks in the wine-merchant’s cellar.  Scrooge
then remembered to have heard that ghosts in haunted houses were described as dragging chains.  

 
The cellar-door flew open with a booming sound, and then he hears the noise much louder, on the

floors below; then coming up the stairs; then coming straight towards the door.  
 

“It’s humbug still!” said Scrooge. “I won’t believe it.”
 

His color changed though, when without a pause, it came on through the heavy door, and passed into
the room before his eyes.  Upon its coming in, the dying flame of the fire leapt up, as though it cried, “I

know him; Marley’s Ghost!” and then fell back down again.  
                                                                   -Excerpt from A Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens 

 
Ghosts are far more often associated with Halloween than Christmas. A Christmas Carol however,
familiarizes us with the ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas Present, and Christmases Yet to Be.  

 

REFLECTIONS:
Over the years, Dickens Christmas ghosts have inspired artists. Reflect on the image of Christmas

ghosts.  What do you notice? What questions do they leave you wondering?  
What feelings do they invoke?  

Ghosts usually invoke fear. The stories around the birth of Jesus- are filled with fear.
Chapter 1- Zechariah, an old priest, and his wife have no children; they are barren. An

angel of God comes to him and said, “Be not afraid, Zechariah, for your prayers have been
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son…” 

Be not afraid, Zechariah, for God is doing a new thing.
 

Seventeen verses later, a young woman named Mary hears this same angel: “Be not afraid,
Mary.” She is, of course afraid, especially when she hears what the angel has to say.“You
who have never slept with a man will bear a Son… He will be great, and will be called the

Son of the Most High…” Be not afraid, Mary, for God is doing a new thing.
 

“Love God” shows up 72 times. “Fear not” shows up 144 times- the most of any
commandment. In scripture, people are afraid a lot of the time. And the fear so often shows

up when God is in the midst of doing a new thing. 



Friday, December 10Friday, December 10
Week 2: Remembrance of Christmas PastWeek 2: Remembrance of Christmas Past

Concept Art of Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Past from Wikiwand

REFLECTIONS:
Scrooge had forgotten his own story. He'd lost sight of the memories 

that had shaped him when he was younger. When the Ghost of Christmas Past 

showed Scrooge events from his childhood, Scrooge was able to piece his 

story back together and reclaim some of the identity he had lost.

Recall a time in your life where you were able to reclaim a piece of your 

identity that might have been lost.



Saturday, December 11Saturday, December 11
Luke 1:39-45

Mary visits Elizabeth
Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. She entered Zechariah’s home and

greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. With a loud voice she blurted out, “God has blessed

you above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry. Why do I have this honor, that

the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my

womb jumped for joy. Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he

made to her.”

TOMORROW!
the children present...

Come watch the children bring this story to life at 

9:30 AM at Bozeman UMC (in person and online)

10:00 AM at Living Waters UMC (in person)



Sunday, December 12Sunday, December 12
Week 3: Christmas PresentWeek 3: Christmas Present

We are people waiting in hope in the midst of

the darkness. 

We are people praying for peace amidst the

violence of the world. Today, we light the

candle of JOY. We live in joy and

thanksgiving as the light grows. 

Light HOPE and PEACE candles.

Scripture. Isaiah 12:2-6

You will draw water with joy from the

springs of salvation.

And you will say on that day:

“Thank the Lord; call on God’s name;

proclaim God’s deeds among the peoples;

declare that God’s name is exalted.

Sing to the Lord, who has done glorious

things;

proclaim this throughout all the earth.” 

Shout and sing for joy, city of Zion,

because the holy one of Israel is great among

you.

Today we light the candle of JOY. 

As we get closer to Christmas, remember that 

Our joy comes not from our preparations or

celebrations but because God has chosen to

walk among us. We light this candle because

we believe that joy is each person’s birthright

as as child of God. 

ACTIVITY: 
Christmas, no matter if it is past, present, or future is

all about a baby named Jesus. In every age and every

culture names are important. Parents often struggle

to select just the right name to give their child. It is

more than just a label of identification.

In Biblical times, a name had a significant meaning--

often denoting a characteristic or something related

to the history of the person or his time. Sometimes a

new name was given to indicate a change of character

or a major event in one's history.

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, it is

possible to find more than 100 names and titles for

Jesus Christ. No other person is history has had as

many names or titles. Why so many names for Jesus?

Perhaps it is because a name is descriptive but it is

also restrictive. A name or title has a self-imposed

limitation and no one name can describe an enfleshed

God. Jesus was divine. Jesus was human. Jesus lived

on Earth. Jesus lives in eternity. 

Spend some time looking up the Christmas related

names of Jesus. 

Which ones mean the most to you? 

Paint your ornament with a name of Jesus that gives

YOU meaning. 

Baby (Luke 2:12)

The Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6)

Unspeakable Gift (2 Corinthians 9:15)

Star (Numbers 24:17) 

Bright and Morning Star (Revelation 22:16)

 Immanuel (Matthew 1:23 and Isaiah 7:14)

 Light of the World (John 8:12)

Savior (John 4:42)

Messiah (Mark 8:29)

Holy One (Mark 1:24)



Monday, December 13Monday, December 13
Week 3: Christmas PresentWeek 3: Christmas Present

Weekly Journal Entry

Write about the thing you are most looking forward during Christmas this year.

Why will it bring you joy?



Tuesday, December 14Tuesday, December 14
Week 3: Christmas PresentWeek 3: Christmas Present

“Nephew! Keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in mine.” 

 

“Keep it! Repeated Scrooge’s nephew. “But you don’t keep it.” 

 

“Let me leave it alone, then. Much good it has ever done you!”

 

“There are many things for which I might have derived good, by which I have profited, I dare

say. I have always thought of Christmas time — apart from the veneration due to its sacred

name and origin, if anything belonging to it can be apart from that — as a good time; a kind,

forgiving, charitable, pleasant time; the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year,

when men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of

people below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race

of creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of

gold or silver in my pocket, I believe it has done me good, and will do me good; 

and I say, God bless it!”

-Excerpt from A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens

 

 

REFLECTIONS: 
If someone were to ask you, “What is Christmas spirit?” How would you answer? For some,

why does the Christmas season bring our a desire to want to help the less fortunate?

 

One way Scrooge lives out his contempt and disgust is by refusing to make donations to the

poor.  He claims he supports government institutions that he supports for that endeavor.  The

three he names are workhouses, the prisons, and the treadmill.  Do a quick internet search and

describe those institutions and the Poor Laws that enabled them during 19th century

Victorian England.

 

Dickens' father was sentenced to a debtor’s prison 

when Charles was twelve year’s old.  

How might this have influenced his writing of a Christmas Carol?     



Wednesday, December 15Wednesday, December 15
Week 3: Christmas PresentWeek 3: Christmas Present

Homeless Memorial

Each year on the evening of Winter Solstice, people of faith
gather in communities around the country to remember those
who have died unknown and unsheltered. On December 21 you
are invited to participate with your presence as we honor the
seven individuals who died while experiencing homelessness in
2021 in the Gallatin Valley. 

The service will be held in front of the Bozeman Public Library
at a time to be announced. (Please note exact time in church
communications.). You are encouraged to stand with other
Methodist’s from BUMC or Living Waters to give voice to the
loving concern we as a church body have for our neighbors…



Thursday, December 16Thursday, December 16
Week 3: Christmas PresentWeek 3: Christmas Present

A Christmas Carol had inspired countless stage productions, movies, and musicals.  
"God Bless Us Everyone" is a song featured in the 2009 animated film, A Christmas Carol
performed during the end credits by Andrea Bocelli and written by Alan Silvestri and Glen

Ballard. It is a reference of course to the novel's ending where Tiny Tim says the iconic line.
Bocelli also performed the song in his native Italian language with the title "Dio ci benedirà"

and in Spanish with the title "Dios Nos Bendecirá".
   

Come together, one and all
In the giving spirit

Gifts abound here great and small
Joyously we feel it

 
Blessings sent us from above

Guide us on our way
We raise our voice as we rejoice

Bow our head and pray
A miracle has just begun

God bless us everyone
 

To the voices no one hears
We have come to find you

With your laughter and your tears
Goodness, hope, and virtue

 
Father, Mother, Daughter, Son

Each a treasure be
One candle's light dispels the night

Now our eyes can see
Burning brighter than the sun

God bless us everyone
 

The miracle has just begun
God bless us everyone

 

REFLECTIONS:
Google one of the below search prompts.

(For some you may need to toggle from the All search to the Video search).
Enjoy the many adaptations and songs.

A Christmas Carol 
A Christmas Carol movies 

A Christmas Carol the musical 
God Bless Everyone One song

Christmas Carol - A Place Called Home 
A Christmas Carol Adaptions Ranked from Worst to Best 

(this one shows a silent film version!) 



Friday, December 17Friday, December 17
Week 3: Christmas PresentWeek 3: Christmas Present

Concept art of Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Present

REFLECTIONS:
The Ghost of Christmas Present wanted Scrooge to see how certain people 

in his life were observing the Christmas season. Scrooge sees people 

embracing the joy of the season, he sees a family of modest means 

appreciating the blessings they do have, and he sees the negative 

effects his actions are having on others. 

Imagine if you were visited by the Ghost of Christmas Present. 

What would they want you to learn?



Saturday, December 18Saturday, December 18
Luke 1:46-65

 
Mary praises God

Mary said,
“With all my heart I glorify the Lord!
In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior.
He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant.
Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored
because the mighty one has done great things for me.
Holy is his name.
He shows mercy to everyone,
from one generation to the next,
who honors him as God.
He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations.
He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty-handed.
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
remembering his mercy,
just as he promised to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.”

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months, and then returned to her home.

When the time came for Elizabeth to have her child, she gave birth to a boy. Her neighbors
and relatives celebrated with her because they had heard that the Lord had shown her great
mercy. On the eighth day, it came time to circumcise the child. They wanted to name him
Zechariah because that was his father’s name. But his mother replied, “No, his name will be
John.”

They said to her, “None of your relatives have that name.” Then they began gesturing to his
father to see what he wanted to call him.

After asking for a tablet, he surprised everyone by writing, “His name is John.” At that
moment, Zechariah was able to speak again, and he began praising God.

All their neighbors were filled with awe, and everyone throughout the Judean highlands
talked about what had happened.



Sunday, December 19Sunday, December 19
Week 4: Christmas FutureWeek 4: Christmas Future

We are people waiting in hope in the midst of the darkness. 

We are people praying for peace amidst the violence of the world. 

We are people living with joy as the light grows. 

God so loved the world, that a child of love was given. We gather in light of God’s love. 

 

Light HOPE and PEACE and JOY candles.

 

Scripture Isaiah 9:6-7

A child is born to us, a son is given to us,

and authority will be on his shoulders.

He will be named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

 

There will be vast authority and endless peace

for David’s throne and for his kingdom,

establishing and sustaining it

with justice and righteousness

now and forever.

 

Today we light the candle of LOVE.

 

When we learn to love God and love one another,

What we share is the very presence of the divine. 

We light this candle because the transformation is not about

Material things, but what God wants: for love 

To come down this Christmas. 

 

ACTIVITY: Find the elements to make your nativity lantern. 

Follow the instructions in your bag and don't forget to post a picture of 

your lantern on our UM's of the Valley Facebook page!



Monday, December 20Monday, December 20
Week 4: Christmas FutureWeek 4: Christmas Future

Weekly Journal Entry

What will you do to keep expanding your faith after the Christmas season?



Tuesday, December 21Tuesday, December 21
Winter Soltice: The Longest NightWinter Soltice: The Longest Night

Your Mental Health Always Matters,
But Perhaps Even More So Around the Holidays

IIt’s that time of year again. Christmas music has started playing as you shop. Will
the family do white elephant or draw names? Should the tree go in the same spot, or
should we change it up this year? As soon as the pumpkin pie fork hits the plate,
just like sugar plums, the magic of Christmas begins to dance in our heads. For
many however, the less sparkling and bright visions are not far behind them.
Another Christmas without your loved one. Another Christmas where it may be
difficult to refrain from your favorite cocktail. Another Christmas without someone
to share it with. The holidays can be filled with so much joy, and, so much pain.

Blue Christmas is an Elvis song about missing someone around the holidays. Blue
Christmas has also come to mean recognizing that the hard stuff going on in our
lives, and the world, can seem a lot harder when it is assumed everything and
everyone is full of good cheer. 

As difficult as it can be, setting aside the tinsel for a time, acknowledging the
darkness in life and the sadness you are carrying usually ends up feeling very
freeing.

One way to do that is where awkward painful moments might happen, make
meaningful moments instead. We have rituals for happy times like weddings, and
sad times like funerals, but sometimes we have to get creative for other important
moments. For example, instead of dancing around the fact that Grandpa passed
away this year and won’t be able to put a Snickers bar in everyone’s stocking like he
has for the past 20 years, why not have each member of the family buy a favorite
candy and before Christmas dinner pass the stockings around putting a candy in
each one? Or if you are feeling alone this Christmas, find a song that helps you have
courage to attend church events alone.

While today’s celebrations are about the lights and joy of Christmas, let us always
remember what the first Christmas was about. That God's own self identified with
those that were hurting. God came to be with lowly, meek, and mild. Christians
need theologies deep enough to hold the darkness — the blue Christmas hues of the
night, the blue Christmas that has us looking toward the dawn of tomorrow. 

Ideas for this article were inspired by “Blue Christmas.Services Offer 
Refuge From Holiday Cheer” by Deena Prichep



Wednesday, December 22Wednesday, December 22
Week 4: Christmas FutureWeek 4: Christmas Future

Local Missions

Each year on Christmas Eve, all received offerings do not go to the
church budget, but to Missions. While all monies donated at Figgy
Pudding are used for Global Missions, Christmas Eve offerings will
support local ministries. One of our Mission values is to diligently work
to serve those overlooked and forgotten in larger and better funded
programs. We do support the work of the Food Bank, the Warming
Center, UMCOR, and many more. However, we also want to be
cognizant and responsive to the unheard, unmet needs that surrounds
us. In the past we have added to the Helping Hands Fund which
provides an emergency cushion to those in crisis. We have provided
grocery gift cards to our neighbors from other countries who are
working in the valley. We provided a bed/mattress for a new teacher
at Hays Lodgepole who arrived with no furnishings. We provided
snacks for Intermountain students in the Bozeman schools to assist in
program support. And much more. Your Christmas Eve offerings give
our Missions the opportunity to respond quickly and effectively to all
those whose needs go beyond the scope of usual organizational gives.
We so appreciate your generosity. The love of Christ shines through
you!



Thursday, December 23Thursday, December 23
Week 4: Christmas FutureWeek 4: Christmas Future

God around us…
Look around.

The Sacred has collided with the flesh.
Holiness incarnates.

The Spirit of Christ has come.
Wars still rage. Hunger persists. White supremacy continues.

The joy of Christmas does not shield us from betraying one another,
from building walls, from shunning queer love or normalizing misogyny.

And yet.
And yet.

Here in the midst of it
God is with us.

As close as our own breath,
as deep as our longings,

as intimate as the love we share,
as present as our hunger, our pain, our pleasure, our touch.

In the middle of a world swirling with chaos,
something new is born.

Something that turns us towards each other,
that will keep us dreaming of an economy that doesn’t profit from the poor,

that will make us proud of queering notions of love and relationship,
that will give us the courage to disrupt the lies of white supremacy,

that will help us stay soft even when things are so very hard,
that will remind us how powerful Love can be when it is channeled in the 

direction of collective liberation.
Today, we are reminded that we don’t have to look very far for the source of our hope.

We just have to pay attention. Close attention.
Listening carefully in the midst of all the noise.

Letting wisdom bubble up from within.
Moving at the pace of God, not of production.

Take courage. Linger in the mystery. Look anew at one another.
Christ has come. All flesh shall be set free.

 
https://enfleshed.com/liturgy/for-christmas-morning/

 

REFLECTIONS: 
And yet.  And yet.  Yet has become a popular way to encourage, particularly children, that instead

of saying “I can’t do it,” say, “I can’t do it….yet.  
How does this thinking inform the Christmas story?  

It may seem like Jesus coming as a baby born in a manger didn’t change all that 
much. Yet, hear these words, "Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom 

of God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways 
that can be observed,  nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, 

the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”  
What is in the midst of us that we haven’t seen? Yet. 



Friday, December 24Friday, December 24
God Bless Us, Everyone!God Bless Us, Everyone!

Luke 2: 1-7
Jesus’ birth
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be
enrolled in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. 
 Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and
family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem,
in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage
and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She
gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the guest room.

We are people waiting in hope in the midst of the darkness. 

We are people praying for peace amidst the violence of the world. 

We are people living with joy as the light grows.

We are a people who believe in the power of God’s love in this world. 

 

Light HOPE and PEACE and JOY and LOVE candles.

 

Scripture Isaiah 9:6-7

A child is born to us, a son is given to us,

and authority will be on his shoulders.

He will be named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

 

There will be vast authority and endless peace

for David’s throne and for his kingdom,

establishing and sustaining it

with justice and righteousness

now and forever.

 

Tonight we light the CHRIST CANDLE.

 

Advent is a time of waiting. Tonight the waiting is over. 

Unto us a child is born. 

We light the Christ candle tonight and proclaim Christ is born. 

 




