


 We recognize one of the things we lost in the pandemic was rhythmns and habits, for many 
that means the habit of worship. We have intentionally not overplanned this summer, knowing many of 
you will be traveling, visiting family, and taking overdue vacations. Our focus will be Sunday morning 
worship and fellowship and small group grill nights. The youth have many summer events planned, 
and for the youngest in our church, a great Vacation Bible School! Please know there is no shame, and 
no judgement, for not attending worship. As always, it is an invitation to participate and be connected 
to the beautiful, beloved community that is Bozeman United Methodist!
 Our worship theme for June and into July will be “Growing Through Disaster”. What did you 
learn during this pandemic? Recovery and healing from trauma is something we need to be super 
attentive too, and if we aren’t, we will continue to feel the angst and not healed. I know many of us 
want to just be over this moment, but the truth is, the work of recovery is rebuilding and is going to 
take time. Come join with us and also share what you have learned during these past 15 months. 
What will you do differently now? What habits or processes got dropped and don’t need picked back 
up? How is God calling us to come back together after this moment? 
 Then, join us for a four week series from July into August celebrating the OLYMPICS! It is that 
quadrennial event, we hope, when the best athletes of the world compete. The metaphors for our life 
are also significant as we run the race, press towards the prize, and aspire to Olympic sized visions!

Upcoming Worship Preview for June/July 2021

Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregation & Community Engagement

Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration
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 Even though many of us are getting out and about more, it’s important we don’t lose sight of 
the fact that the way we deal, or don’t deal, with the grief brought on by the pandemic has a deep 
impact on our mental health.  
 As we’ve said before, grief is the natural reaction to loss, and even though it’s normal and 
healthy, many of us have never had an example of what healthy grief looks like. It’s hard to do something 
that we’ve never seen before. Lucky for us there are lots of examples for us to turn to in scripture.
 When you think about people that had reason to grieve in the Bible, who comes to mind? 
People often think of Job. Over the course of just one day, messengers came to Job with the news 
that his servants, his oxen, donkeys, sheep, and even children have all been killed.
 Job chapter 1, verse 20 says, “Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell 
on the ground and worshipped.” Well, that solves it, bald heads all around... the point is not what he 
did, but that he got up, he did something with his body. The mind is a powerful tool, but science tells 
us that grief often manifests in our body.  Big ugly cries are good, but they aren’t the only way. I’ve said 
it before, but I’ll say it again: we teach our children that hitting a pillow is a safe way to get out their 
anger, but can we give ourselves the same permission? There’s a clergy person back in Kansas that 
owns a retreat center, and she has clay pots on hand for folks to throw at trees as they work through 
their grief. 
 You’ll also notice that Job stayed close to God. He fell on the ground and worshipped. When 
we are suffering, it is easy to either be mad at or hide from God. It looks different for everyone, but 
finding a way to be in touch with your Creator God, your Redeemer Jesus, and your Sustainer the Holy 
Spirit is crucial. In fact, I’d say you can’t do it without that connection. 
 The other person you may have thought of when I asked who in the Bible grieved was Mary. 
What’s important about Mary’s grief is that she didn’t turn away. She could have left with the Disciples, 
but she walked along side Jesus until the very end. Admitting, even to yourself, that you are sad or 
mad is hard, it can actually feel like physical pain. But we have to stick with it.
 I was hoping Google would help me find a good quote to end with. Something that spoke to 
not turning away when things get hard. Instead I found the exact opposite (see quote below). 

Mental Health Matters: Grief in the Bible

 No, no, no.  Job models that we don’t have to pretend we are okay. Do 
you think that Mary held back her tears? Now I know what you are thinking, 
of course Job cried out, his whole family was gone, of course Mary wept at 
the cruxifixction of her son. Suffering is not a competition.  Feelings don’t go 
away just because you don’t think you should have them. We can only learn 
to manage them when we stick with them like Mary did, and then like Job, get 
curious about what they may need in order to shake out. 
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June/July Worship
Worship theme is called “Growing Through 

Disaster” - Sundays at 9:30am
Join us in-person and online 

at bozemanumc.org/live 

June Town Hall
Join us for a Town Hall on Sunday June 6th. 

This will be a hybrid event on Zoom alongside 
in-person following the worship service. We 
hope you will join us for the conversation!  

Join via the Sunday School Online Class 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/531711236

Friday Morning Mens Group
The Friday morning men’s group, which has 
met for 10 years, will take a short hiatus from 

Memorial Day to Independence Day. 
After July 4th we will restart. 

Day & Location TBD. 
We hope other men will take the opportunity to 

join us once our location is confirmed. 
This will also be a hybrid event, so watch for a 

new zoom link to join us from anywhere! 

Couples Workshop: Don’t Retire Your 
Relationship - Coming in Sept/October
Most of us long for the day we are able to 

live the retired life, however, even positive life 
transitions can cause stress and strain on our 
relationships. Make plans to join other couples 

this fall as we explore the unique gifts and 
challenges of Christian marriage and intimate 
relationships during retirement. Contact Rev. 

Amy Strader
Watch for more details to come in our August 

Chimes Newsletter and weekly emails!

By Greg Alff
 Your BUMC Mission team remains active during these difficult times. Adjusting to the specific 
needs of the warming center has meant collecting laundry detergent in April, and paper towels and 
toilet paper in May. Thanks to all who are donating.These things that we take for granted in our homes 
are in constant demand in the warming center. Although spring is finally coming, the warming center 
has an ongoing role providing showers and laundry facilities for the homeless.
 The mission trip to Hays Lodgepole school at the Fort Belknap reservation was thrown off 
course by a Covid outbreak around the school. Your mission team made a very successful and 
rewarding trip to the Hays Lodgepole schools on May 20. We provided a nourishing brunch and small 
gift to recognize the efforts of the teachers, and donated nearly 400 books for the school libraries.  
 Your mission team and the whole BUMC have been great supporters of the Fork and Spoon 
restaurant ministry. We have an exciting new chance to continue and increase our support this summer. 
The Brand New Fork and Spoon Food Truck is scheduled to bring great brunch food right to BUMC 
on three dates this summer. June 27, July 25 and August 22. Please join the mission team and bring 
your family and friends to buy brunch food from the F&S food truck on these three dates! They do so 
much to help fight food insecurity in the Gallatin valley.
 The mission team with the strong support of the whole congregation is taking a lead role in 
support of the Tiny Home project. BUMC has raised $13,300 for this project to help prepare safe 
housing for those most in need. We understand that being the first church to raise a significant amount 
for this project has helped spur on other churches to raise funds, with the goal of at least one tiny 
home being paid for by the combined efforts of the multiple churches of the Gallatin valley.  Later this 
summer the call may be made for volunteers to work directly in completing Tiny Homes. The mission 
team will keep you informed of the type of help needed as it becomes known.
 Please continue to support theses vital missions, and make your Mission Team aware of unmet 
needs in the Gallatin Valley where you believe there is a place for BUMC to make an immediate 
difference.

Growing Disciples through Mission Team Activities

Money Sense: Giving & Stewardship 2021
Thank you for your generosity during the pandemic time. We have upgraded our facilities and strived 
to continue essential ministries. Some ministries were paused during covid and will remain paused 
until we see how the budget unfolds moving into the fall and 2022. Our greatest needs right now are 
to support operating expenses related to relaunching worship, alongside reconstituting the building 

fund. Thank you for your giving and commitment to this community of faith. 
www.bozemanumc.org/giving
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By Allie Zaneri-Hale & Gloria Zimmer
 As summer rolls in and the green grows all around us, the social justice action team continues 
to grow in their role as a cooperative United Methodist group for the Gallatin Valley community. We are 
blooming into who we are meant to be as we answer the call to justice that is all around us.
 Pride Month. We are educating ourselves by a Topic of the Month, and we invite you to stretch 
your mind and grow with us. This summer, we are jam-packed with social justice work! In June, we will 
have a focus on Pride, to support our LGBTQ+ community. Join us for our Pride Day on June 6th after 
worship and you’ll get to play with chalk! Who doesn’t love chalk?
 This year, the Montana legislature considered several anti-trans bills and passed two of them, 
leaving many in the community feeling unloved and unwelcomed. We will also be inviting you to write 
letters to these humans, to remind them that we are on their side, they are not alone, and we love them 
unconditionally.
 In addition, our very own Dusti Borsheim will be working with SJAT to host Safe Zone trainings 
at BUMC and LW! This training creates an open environment for participants to learn, ask questions 
and educate themselves about this marginalized community. Upon completing module one and two, 
participants can become “Safe Zone certified”, meaning they are prepared to be a Safe person for 
members of the LGBTQ+ community to confide in and talk to about their identity. We will only be 
hosting module one for now, but if there is enough interest, we can arrange a module two for the future. 
Did you know the BUMC staff did this right before COVID and all became certified?

Module One at Living Waters will be June 17th
Module One at Bozeman UMC will be June 14th

 The Mountain Sky Conference will be hosting a variety of events in support of Pride, so keep 
your eye out on social media for these events as well! Lastly, Zach Nell will be curating resources for 
June’s Topic of the Month. You can find that information on our website starting June 1st!
 Food Insecurity. Then, in July, we will be doing some projects to highlight food insecurity in 
the Gallatin Valley. Many communities don’t see food insecurity to be as big of an issue as it actually 
is. There are not enough resources around for families, children, and students to have their needs met. 
Stigma surrounds the topic to the point that many people who need help don’t look for it because they 
either do not think their situation is dire enough to need assistance, or they fear judgment and critique. 
As a social justice team, we feel it’s our responsibility to educate ourselves and the public about the 
truths of food insecurity, while finding more resources to make assistance easier to find.
 We will be organizing a Food Insecurity Action Week from July 19th to July 23rd. During this 
week, we will highlight different organizations in the Gallatin County that tackle food insecurity, and 
what you can do to support them. We will also host a Q&A panel on the topic of food in the Gallatin 
Valley, so bring your questions! More info on all of this will be coming your way soon via the email 
blasts, social media, and our website www.gallatinvalleymethodists.com
 How will you grow in your own role as social justice advocates? SJAT feels this is just the tip of 
the iceberg of what we can do for our community. So, let’s get to work.

Social Justice Action Team Spring Wrap-up & Summer Plans

Grill Nights: Coming This Summer to a Backyard Near You
By Rev. Amy Strader
 The BUMC staff believes that more than anything right now, the community simply needs 
opportunities to be together.  And hey, food and being outside during the summer is always pretty 
good too!  
Burgers, dogs, and drinks provided.  
Participants asked to bring a side item or dessert.  
Children welcome at all locations. 
When                           Host 
Thursday, June 17       Annette Epple-Hafla 
Thursday, July 15         Linda Haarer 
Wednesday, July 28     Cristin and Ethan Stokes 
Tuesday, August 24     Katie and Jason Daughenbaugh

Don't know any of the hosts? That's okay, the whole point is to get to know one another more.
Sign up here: bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/e602da

http://www.gallatinvalleymethodists.com
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/e602da
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Youth Week -- July 20 – 27

Youth Week is back, by popular demand! Open to all youth entering 6th grade in the 
fall – graduating seniors. The week will feature volunteer work at some of our favorite 

Gallatin Valley service agencies, and some great summer activities. We’ll kick off Youth 
Week with a BBQ and backyard campout on Sunday, June 20. Volunteer projects will 

take place on June 21, 22, 24 and 25, with a day trip to Chico Hot Springs on June 23. 
The week will culminate with rafting and camping on the Missouri River on Saturday 

and Sunday, June 26 and 27.
Please let Ann or Abbie know if you can attend all or part of the week!  Friends are 

welcome: ann@bozemanumc.org or abbie@bozemanumc.org
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Prayer for our Summer Mission Trips!
Keep our young people in your prayers this summer during our 
weeklong service trips. Our youth will be traveling to Denver, July 

11-18, to work with a variety of service agencies in the city.

Our college students are headed further afield for their mission week. 
Since it was not possible to reschedule our cancelled trip to Cuba, 
we will be traveling to Belize, August 6-14, where we will be working 

with local pastors on projects around the village.

Mission trips, no matter the age of the participants, offer incredible 
opportunities for growth. They give us the chance to interact with 
people from all walks of life, to learn from and appreciate our 
differences. The also teach us that no matter who we are, we can 
make a difference in the lives those who need us. These are lessons 
that will stay with us throughout our lifetimes, helping to guide our 
decision making so we can be the kind of people that God wants us 

to be.

Photo Above: 2020 Youth Week ended in 
a camp out and bike ride!

Photos Right: Sadie Vail & Ben Curtis both 
volunteered during work week 2020.
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By Abbie Thompson
 As we are moving forward into the summer and our lives together, the Gallatin Valley Methodists 
are excited to offer a wide variety of events and programs for our children! This summer will consist of 
fun family and children’s activities-some new, some familiar! We are looking forward to seeing you and 
your family in the summer sun!

Service Saturday- June 19th, 9:30-11:30a: Join us in a unique opportunity to give back to our 
community as a family! Registration opens June 1st, let us know how your family would like to 
participate! We will partner with local organizations to support our communities and make Gallatin 
Valley an even more amazing place to be!

Water Day- July 25th, 11-12:30 @ BUMC, 4:30-6:00 @ Living Waters: Come enjoy a splashy day 
outside as we kick off for Vacation Bible School! Come for some Kool-aid, water games, and sunshine 
on a Sunday afternoon! No RSVP required.

Children’s Leadership Team: This summer will begin the brand new Children’s leadership team for 
Methodists in the Valley! This group will be involved in planning activities for children, participating in 
hands-on leadership of the church, diving deeper into their faith, and learning essential leaderships 
skills that will help in living into being a young follower of Jesus! Children grades 3-5 are welcome (Fall 
2021). Please contact Abbie for more information 406-465-5640.

VBS 2021: July 26 - 30th
Morning option: 9:00-11:30am
Afternoon option: 1:00-3:30pm

Welcome to Adventure Island! With help from Beacon the Puffin, kids will learn bible stories through 
drama, get creative with crafts and science, and burn some energy with some great games! Rather 
than dividing by age group, participants will be divided into site groups: Christus Collegium, First 
Baptist, BUMC, and Living Waters UMC and will remain at that site for the duration of their camp. 

Opening and closing session will be indoors at the respective sites, so please have masks available. 
The rest of the day will be spent outside! Snack provided. 

Program schedule will be the same Monday through Thursday. 
Friday is VBS Celebration Open house from 11:00-1:00 at the Dinosaur Park (Gallatin Regional Park) 

with food and fun! Short program at 12pm. Bring your whole family and spend the day!

Check out our website to register!
www.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-school-2021

We are in need of site volunteers: 
If you’re interested in spending time with children, register at 

bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/2021AdultForm

For more information, contact Abbie: 406-465-5640

VBS 2021
We’re raising money 

for HRDC’s Tiny House 
Village project!

https://www.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-school-2021/
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/2021AdultForm 
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By Martha Hendricks
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 

both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18 
 The theme for the Chimes is “Growing.” We may first think of increasing in size. With 61% 
of the population reporting weight gain during the 2020 Covid Pandemic, it is easy to focus on 
an expanding waistline. UMW does support a healthy life style and physical and mental exercise. 
However, the word “growing” has other meanings. One is “to gradually become attached and united”. 
 The Purpose of United Methodist Women is “to know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church”. The purpose of UMW 
is all about growth. It is about growth as a person and growth in fellowship and growth in mission. 
That process is indeed gradual and requires time, effort, and patience as we become attached and 
united to form that supportive fellowship. 
 During the last months we have remained connected through Zoom events that allowed us to 
learn and fellowship together.  We have learned more about the good work that has continued in our 
community through Love INC, the volunteer programs at our Gallatin County Detention Center and 
climate change education through Interfaith Power and Light. Now we are looking to the next step.
The summer can be a time of rest and renewal, recharged by the warm weather and sun. This 
summer we are emerging from a pandemic which caused us to retreat and rethink many aspects of 
life. Soon we will be ready to grow forward into the future. 
 As a member of UMW, this summer can be a time to consider again how to take part in the 
ministries of the church. Do you have talents or skills that can help to answer a need? A member 
of UMW is more than a circle member. We are members of BUMC, the body of Christ, and our 
community. UMW helps us to become united in sharing experiences, information, and faith, and then 
reaching out to those around us. 
 In preparation for action, you are invited to read about important issues through the UMW 
Reading Program. Wanda Myers has purchased eight books from the UMW national reading program 
list that she is willing to share with you. YOU get to read at your leisure. Gloria Zimmer has the books 
with her at Aspen Pointe and will help with checking books out to you. 
 Contact Gloria at gloriazimmer@mcn.net or 406-600-5988. The reading list is printed on the 
last page of this year’s 2021 membership booklet (sent to you by email or in print).

United Methodist Women: Growing Forward

This is a list of eight books from the UMW reading program: 
• PUSHOUT: THE CRIMINALIZATION OF BLACK GIRLS IN SCHOOLS, Monique W. Morris, the 

New Press (2018) 
• GUM MOON: A NOVEL OF SAN FRANCISCO CHINATOWN, Jeffrey L. Staley.  An account of 

the rescue of Chinese girls sold into slavery and the founding of a UMW institution.
• ANXIOUS TO TALK ABOUT IT: HELPING WHITE CHRISTIANS TALK FAITHFULLY ABOUT 

RACISM, Carolyn B. Helsel
• #NOTYOURPRINCESS: VOICES OF NATIVE AMERICAN WOMEN, Edited by Lisa Charleyboy 

and Mary Beth Leatherdale, Annick Press (2017)  The powerful voices of Indigenous women 
across North America resound in this eclectic collection of poems, essays, interviews and art.

• THE LIFESAVING CHURCH: FAITH COMMUNITIES AND SUICIDE PREVENTION, Rachael A. 
Keefe, Chalice Press (2018)

• WOMEN RISE UP: SACRED STORIES OF RESISTANCE FOR TODAY’S REVOLUTION, Katey 
Zeh, The Far Press (2019)  Biblical women Hannah, Mary Magdalene, and Ruth discovered 
powerful means of resistance by claiming the power of their innate sacred worth.

• A ROAD CALLED DOWN ON BOTH SIDES: GROWING UP IN ETHIOPIA AND AMERICA, 
Caroline Kurtz, Catalyst Press (2019) Experiences of a missionary family living between two 
cultures.

• GIRL GONE MISSING: A CASH BLACKBEAR MYSTERY, Marcie R. Rendon, Cinco Puntos 
Press (2019) This fictional story relates a coming awareness of white slavery through the eyes 
of a street-wise 19-year-old Native American girl.

mailto:gloriazimmer%40mcn.net%20?subject=
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Bozeman United Bozeman United 
Methodist Church Methodist Church
121 S Willson Ave 121 S Willson Ave

Bozeman, Montana 59715 Bozeman, Montana 59715
406-586-5413 406-586-5413

www.bozemanumc.org @bozemanumcBozeman UMC

Follow Us On Social Media
Scan this QR Code with your Phone’s Camera!

Access Giving & Sign In for Worship.

http://www.facebook.com/bozemanumc
http://www.bozemanumc.org
http://www.instagram.com/bozemanumc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKNntk2TSkQnodnI4eh7pGw

