Worship & Devotion

Upcoming Worship Preview for March & April

Home: Finding comfort in challenging times is easier if you have a physical place to go. Many of our
friends without homes don’t have a safe place every night. They don’t even have a warm place every
day. Extending that concept to our own lives, we may have a warm home, but not a home where we are
safe to be ourselves. A home where all belong is only possible when we work to be in right relationship
with one another, and with God. Join us for Lent as we journey to build a home for ourselves and home
for our friends without. Also join us for some alternative worship services in April as we provide both
online and in-person opportunities while preparing the sanctuary for relaunch.

Rev. Amy Strader

Lead Pastor for Congregation & Community Engagement

Rev. Eric Strader

Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

Join us Sundays at 9:30am online at www.bozemanumc.org/live
Some of our alternative worship services that are outdoors will also feature an
online service allowing the community to choose. More events and details on the
following pages.
March 7th - Divided at Home

Jesus calls us to unity but not uniformity amidst
our differences.

March 14th - Returning Home

Jesus reminds us we can always return home after
anger and conflict.

March 21st. Finding Home

Jesus comforted the disciples amidst the
challenges of their ministry.

March 28th - Palm Sunday

Children’s Holy Week Pageant online at 9:30am
followed by an outdoor Palm Processional
Worship Celebration at Living Waters at 11am

Maundy Thursday - Online Soup/Bread
Meal & Communion
Thursday of Holy Week at 6:30 pm.
https://zoom.us/j/92798945693

Good Friday Stations of the Cross,
April 2nd at Living Waters.

Come anytime between 5-7pm for a time of
reflection with activities to participate in at each
station while experiencing the final moments of
Jesus’ life.

Virtual Communion
on Wednesday March 3rd at 7pm
and Wednesday April 7th at 7pm

Join us for communion on Zoom.
Grab some bread and some juice or wine and
share with the community.
Link will be sent out via email!

April 4 Easter Sunday
Both In-person & Online Offerings

Bring a lawn chair & join us at Pete’s Hill @ 7am
- we will worship together with a brisk Sunrise
Service (meet where trail leads to Aspen Pointe).
Then join us for the beauty of Easter with a 9:30am
online service. We are building God’s Kingdom
this lenten season and that means celebrating tiny
homes and the place we all call home.
Don’t forget to pick up Easter Brunch!

April 11 Youth Sunday at 9:30am Online

Join with the youth for a special service, online,
where the youth reflect on their faith and beliefs.

April 18 Holy Humor Sunday
at 9:30am Online

Do you ever think we may be taking ourselves
too seriously? Holy Hilarity Sunday is a traditional
Sunday meant to pause and laugh at the
absurdities of life, while also acknowledging God
laughs with us.

April 25 Pet Blessing Sunday at 9:30am
Both In Person & Online offerings

Join us online or in person and bring your pets
large and small to the Dokken-Nelson Parking Lot
at 9:30am for a special blessing of the animals.

BUMC Town Hall
Sunday March 7th

Join the virtual call following worship on our
Sunday School Class Zoom Link:
https://zoom.us/j/531711236
Bring your questions - There will be no Town Hall
in April 2021.

Download our Leadership Team Relaunch of Worship & Building Update Letter on our website!
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Mental Health Moment: You Are Not Alone

By Pastor Alison Skillman, Living Waters UMC
We are coming close to a year of this pandemic. Everything shut down mid-March 2020. I remember the church
staff contemplating what would be best. We first decided it would be fine to do worship one more week and then
figure out what do to next week. Then the stress got a little higher. So we said, okay we will do one service. Then
over the weekend the stress got a little higher. Finally by Saturday we said we can’t risk it and March 15th was
our first Facebook live service.

Everything felt so bizarre. We had no idea what we were doing. Where’s the best place to sit or stand? We didn’t
know how to make the sound better. Everything shifted in that one moment.
As the months have gone on, it doesn’t feel so different anymore, online services have become a normal part of
the week. Although it’s not what we want, many of us are back in a groove. It’s been a year. Then why do we still
feel so alone?
Because it has been a year.
A year of not hugging our friends or shaking hand at passing of the peace.
A year of not sitting in your spot in the sanctuary.
A year of constant questions, is it really worth it?
A year of holidays missed with family.
A year of fatigue.
A year where we just want to feel like we are home, but home feels different now.
It’s been a whole year.

Just because we are used to how things are now doesn’t mean loneliness goes away. Just because we have
been walking through this for a year, doesn’t mean our feelings of isolation have magically disappeared. Some of
us still feel a pit of loneliness that we just can’t shake.

Ephesians 2:19-22 says, “That’s plain enough, isn’t it? You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of
faith is now your home country. You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong here. God is building a
home. God’s using us all—irrespective of how we got here—in what God is building. He used the apostles
and prophets for the foundation. Now God’s using you, fitting you in brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ
Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all the parts together. We see it taking shape day after day—a holy temple
built by God, all of us built into it, a temple in which God is at home.” (The Message)
It’s so important to remember God made us all to fit together, brick by brick so that we can support one another
in this journey. You are not alone.

Rev M Barclay writes a poem about feeling tired and alone, but that God will always be a loud voice for you. May
your church home also always be a voice to you in the darkness.Download poem here
Gentle Presence,
Patient Listener,
Holy Holder of it all,
My prayer is this:
I am so sad.
It’s not an ask.
It’s not a confession.
It’s an offering.
The only one I have today.
I’m praying it with hope.
I know grief is a lifeline tethering me to the world that should be.
The one worth fighting for.
As a practice of faith,
I will not deaden these feelings
that let me know all is not well.
I will not adjust to cruelty or disregard for life,
detaching myself from humanity - mine or others.
I will not allow once imaginable scenarios

to be turned into everyday losses
that no longer pierce my soul.
And so here are my tears,
And here is my tired body,
And here is my foggy, distracted mind
bearing witness to the place within
that aches for the ones I love,
for friends and strangers,
for everyone being pushed into impossible situations.
My sadness is a testimony.
It is not my only one.
Tomorrow, hope or fight or curiosity
will bear their truth,
and pull me back into the labors I love,
in the company of others.
But today the only riot in me is this sorrow,
refusing to quiet your cry from within:
“We are made for so much better than this.”

The church emergency number is 406-333-1856 or call Pastor Amy, Pastor Eric, or myself.
Your mental health matters and you are not alone.
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Connecting at Home and Planning for the Future

By Abbie Thompson
The last year has been a season of change and wandering. An excerpt from liturgy by Sarah Are
describes it like this “The year 2020 taught us just how much our space matters. Many of us realized just how
holy our sanctuaries are for us when we were unable to physically gather within them. However, this season
has also reminded us that God does not reside in any one place, for God is everywhere—and God promises to
draw near to us wherever we may be.”
We know that holy ground is all around us, but we are still excited to be back in our home-together.
We’re excited to experience the peaceful feeling of community, letting out a sigh of relief as we cross the
threshold to the sanctuary, enjoying the sounds of Sunday school songs being sung, and yes, even babies
crying in church. As we learn how to be community again, we are thankful for how we can simply be together
and for now, that is enough.

Children’s Ministry Upcoming Events
Zoom Sunday School Continued:
Every other Sunday on Zoom, 12:00pm
March 7 & 21 and April 11th
Pi(e) Day Celebration:
March 14-12:00pm, RSVP for an in-person slot or order pie in advance
Exploring possible in-person experiences in April and May:
-Sunday school
-Easter experiences
-Monthly gatherings for K-5
Contact: Abbie@bozemanumc.org

Youth Group is Making You Easter Brunch-to-Go!
By Ann Dickensheets
With Covid still lurking in our community,
the youth have come up with a creative, new way
to serve you breakfast on Easter Sunday! In lieu
of the traditional brunch, served to you in person
in our Friendship Room, the youth will be packing
up “Brunch-to -go” bags, that you can pick up on
Easter at the Olive Entrance from 8-11am. Inside
your bag you’ll find a hard-boiled egg, potatoes,
sausage, fruit and a cinnamon roll!
Sign up on the church website
Donations appreciated!
All money raised goes to support our summer
mission to Denver!

pg. 4 - March-April 2021 Chimes Bozeman UMC

Photos: Ava Murray & Carter Eveans,
Emmie & Sellers Shockley, Mia Pearcy & Sienna
Geddes, Carly Harmon will be part of the crew
making and handing out Brunch-to-Go on
Easter Sunday!

By Betty Merta
This month’s Chimes focus, ‘Welcome Home’, took me back to 1971 when I first heard Carole King’s hit
single “Home Again” from her bestselling album Tapestry. Don’t know that one? Love it and just wanna hear it
again? Click here to listen.
I used to think that the words house and home were synonymous. Now, I see them very differently. A
house is the “box” in which we live – a black square on white paper. My home is a multicolored, multidimensional
box that includes my friends, family, God, children, grandchildren, pets, my dreams and memories, rivers of
tears and deep belly laughs. “Home” is where it is OK to feel, to be who I am, to love, be safe and give without
expectation of return. As a teenager, “Home Again” resonated with me; I yearned for a home.
BUMC and Living Waters Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained to provide confidential
one-to-one care to those experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal
illness, or relocation. They come from all walks of life, and share a passion for bringing Christ’s love and care
– that sense of “home” – to people during a time of need. Stephen Ministers listen non-judgmentally and with
compassion. They love deeply, and serve as a physical reminder to their care receivers of God’s abounding
grace, love and healing presence.
When “Snow is cold. Rain is wet [and your soul is] chilled to the marrow”, call Pastor Amy at
406-551-7206. Ask for a Stephen Minister to help you find the way to be “home again and feelin’ right”.

BUMC Goes Hiking!

-Spring Break women & kids hike on
March 19th
-All Church Earth Day Prayer Hike, April 22,
at Noon, meet at Story Mill
Sign Up! Contact: Amy@bozemanumc.org

Holy Week Morning
Prayer and Praise

Every morning (incl. Holy Saturday) at 7:00 am
https://zoom.us/j/96549496639
The importance of Holy Week is in the name.
It’s a week of drawing close to the holy. The
holy in the ordinary, and the holy in the not so
ordinary events that took place that week so
long ago.

Holy Week Bag Pick-up

Did you like your Lent Box? You are going
to love the Holy Week bag.
• Palms for an online Palm Sunday
processional (or join in-person at
Living Waters).
• A soup recipe and locally baked bread
for our Maundy Thursday online meal
together.
• A Good Friday Stations of the Cross
devotional (or in-person at Living
Waters).
• Prayer beads for Holy Saturday.
• A special surprise for Easter morning!
Bags will be ready for pick-up beginning
Friday, April 26 at 5:00 pm and available
through the in-person Palm Parade at
Living Waters.
Sign Up Today Call 586-5413

Community & Fellowship

Stephen Ministry: Confessions of a Baby Boomer

Remember to Return Your Painted “Home” Art Block by March 16th

If you purchased an art block or multiple art blocks for the Tiny Home Art Block Project, please
remember to return them to Bozeman UMC or Living Waters UMC before March 16th. Your
blocks will be displayed almost 200 art blocks at both churches on Palm Sunday and Easter.
Questions? Contact Janna@bozemanumc.org or PastorSkillman@gmail.com

Where Love Lives.
Mountain Sky Conference District Gathering
April 17th 9am - 12pm via Zoom

MT East and MT West will be holding our District Gathering via Zoom.This year,
the keynote speaker will be of particular interest to many of us. Rev. Amanda
Henderson will offer a message about finding unity in divisive times. Henderson
partnered with Iliff School of Theology to create the Institute for Religion, Politics
& Culture as a place for scholarship and research about the way legislative
initiatives are shaped by religion.
In addition, Bishop Karen Oliveto will share a message and offer communion. If
you’ve ever heard Bishop Karen preach, you know it is always dynamic.

Questions? Contact Rev. Eric
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Warming Hearts and Homes in the Gallatin Valley

By Vickie Wilkinson
Remember the week in February that never got above zero degrees? Did you consider what it
was like to walk the streets from 7am-7pm each day with layers upon layers of clothes on to try and keep
warm; or to find enough calories to fuel a body stressed by extreme weather conditions? Methodists in
the Valley are committed to being part of the answer to chronic and growing issues of homelessness and
food insecurity in our community. Lack of shelter for some is temporary. For others it means living on
the streets for years. For many there is no money to purchase groceries or a meal. All these situations
are opportunities for us as Christ followers to show LOVE and ACCEPTANCE. Welcome Home means
reaching out with warmth and sustenance, with support and encouragement. Here are the ways BUMC
and Living Waters are providing opportunities to show Christ’s LOVE in the Gallatin Valley:
Tiny Home Project: Donations are still being accepted! Help sponsor a Tiny Home Build in the HRDC
Housing First community for our chronically unsheltered neighbors. There will also be opportunities this
spring after ground is broken for volunteering to help with construction. Stay tuned for more information
on how to help be a part of this! http://www.bozemanumc.org/giving/ (Designate Mission Opportunity
Fund and note Tiny Home Project) Or simply write a check to BUMC with Tiny Home Project in the
memo line.
Warming Center:
Brown Bag Lunches: Sign-up to help make nutritious lunches for our Warming Center neighbors every
2nd and 4th Friday at 1:30pm in the Friendship Room kitchen at BUMC. Sign up at www.signupgenius.
com For more info call JB Bishop at (605)366-0356 or Carol Smotherman at 406-214-2447.
Monthly Donations: Each month we are accepting donations of specific items to help the bottom line at
the Warming Center. In March we need shampoo and in April disposable plates/bowls/utensils. Please
drop items in the Garden Box at BUMC Olive St. entrance, or contact Pastor Alison for delivery to Living
Waters.
Fork and Spoon: Did you know F&S will soon be offering Take and Bake Meals? Or that you can order
delicious food thru their Catering Dept. for an event or just a dinner you don’t have to cook? Thru the
winter Fork and Spoon has continued to provide delicious hot meals to the Warming Center and thru
take-out. Now they are gearing up for a re-opening! Please visit www.forkandspoonbozeman.org or
watch our social media for ways we will be partnering to help this vital community resource.
Gallatin Valley Food Bank: The Food Bank provides over 1 million pounds of food each year thru their
distribution site on Bond St., the schools Back Pack program, Senior Meals, the Salvation Army and
much more. They have a very handy Wish List online of what is most needed at any time.
Go to www.gallatinvalleyfoodbank.org and click on How to Donate to see the Wish List. (When
donating in person, please let them know you are part of BUMC or Living Waters!)
Over the past year and a half, Missions has begun a NEW RELATIONSHIP with our neighbors at
Hays-Lodgepole School on the Fort Belknap Reservation. While Covid restrictions set our 2019 plans
back, we have strengthened our friendship and are moving forward. Reyna Monteau, Hays-Lodgepole
Principal, has a great vision for the schools. Monteau is Assiniboine and has always lived on the
reservation. She believes “teaching Indigenous culture-where students come from and who they areis crucial to their personal and academic growth.” It is a privilege to work with Ms. Monteau and HLP
school staff to encourage and support the educational goals of HLP students. We are planning, and
are hopeful for, a visit to the schools May 6-7. We will host both an Elementary grades Book/Crafts Fair
and a Teacher Appreciation Event. Full vaccination will be a requirement to travel to Fort Belknap. If you
are interested in joining or supporting this trip, please call Vickie Wilkinson at (949)677-4588 or email at
vwilkson@aol.com
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L to R Photos: Sandy Richards picks up take
and bake meals from the Fork & Spoon Cafe
Members of Living Waters UMC pack sack
lunches for the Warming Center on a Friday!
A tiny home prototype sits on the MSU Campus.

By Deb Redburn, Kay Lansverk and Martha Hendricks
Many of us remember growing up seeing our mothers and grandmothers involved in church
circles. We remember that they gathered in church parlors or members’ homes to drink coffee
and share decadent desserts. We know they “had a program”, but didn’t know much else about
the goings-on. Well, UMW is not just for grandmas and mothers! It’s for you--women of all ages,
professions, and backgrounds.
Who are today’s United Methodist Women? We are 800,000 strong, diverse women who
have been challenging social injustice for over 150 years. We are a community of women who engage
in mission. We are a group of women who find fellowship, support and love, from our local units to our
national conference. But most of all, we are women whose purpose is to know God, grow spiritually,
and become Christ’s hands around the world. And yes, we still drink coffee and eat desserts or tasty
lunches!
Your UMW Leadership Team set a goal for 2021 to invite ALL women of the church to find a
home by joining an existing group, becoming a member-at-large, or forming a new group. (You don’t
have to be a member of the church or even be a mom or grandma, and there are no dues to join).
Another one of our goals for this year is to focus on climate justice, a priority of our national UMW.
Our first step was to become a partner of Montana Interfaith Power and Light, a group that joins
individuals and faith communities together to advocate for proactive action to reduce consumption
and our carbon footprint by using our resources (energy, water, food) wisely.
If you are interested in how you as an individual, and BUMC as a church, can take practical
action, we invite you to join us for a Zoom gathering on Thursday evening March 4 at 7:00pm
with Montana Interfaith Power and Light Board members Connie Campbell Pearson, Roxanne
Klingensmith, and our own Kay Lansverk. Join the Zoom March 4th click here.
Now that we have you hooked, you are also invited to join us on Thursday March 25 as we
“Zoom at Noon” to join in a discussion with Roxanne Klingensmith as she shares her experiences in
prison ministry. Roxanne is a volunteer at the Gallatin County Detention Center, the Montana State
Prison, and works to help those formerly incarcerated to reenter society as productive community
members. United Methodist Women are concerned about our corrections system, and hope in the
future to learn more about how to best keep young people on a path that leads to success and out
of the prison system.
To find out more about Bozeman United Methodist Women please contact our cocoordinators Deb Redburn at dredburn53@gmail.com or Kay Lansverk at lansverk@earthlink.net
or communications manager Martha Hendricks at myhendricks@icloud.com

United Methodist Women

Calling All Women of the United Methodist Church

Above: A UMW Luncheon combines
fellowship and learning and the leadership often
brings in a special speaker.
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@bozemanumc
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