


 You may or may not remember that Rev. Eric and I preached a worship theme entitled 
Canoeing the Mountains. The series utilized Tod Bolsinger’s book by the same name. Bolsinger uses 
explorers Lewis and Clark’s need to adapt as a parallel for churches that need to do so as well. While 
the crew had prepared to find a waterway to the Pacific Ocean, instead they found themselves in the 
great Rocky Mountains. The explorers had to leave behind their canoes and find another way. The 
need for the church to find another way has been true for quite sometime now, but it was so, so, so 
much MORE true the last 10 months.

Here are top 3 things that ministry in a pandemic affirmed for me. In the new year, no matter what 
church looks, these are the things that will continue to be important.

The body of Christ must walk, run, hike and/or sit with people when it hurts the most.
 I have a good friend whose parents are still connected to the couples from the Sunday school 
class they began attending many years ago. They supported one another through miscarriages, 
rebellious teenagers, cancer, and now they are all grandparents.
 Because crisis promotes vulnerability, the Parents Daily Check-In quickly formed that level of 
connection. The bonds formed in that group will last a lifetime. A powerful Stephen Ministry program 
is another example of the ways we sat with one another when it may have been easier not to.
 While I would never encourage crisis, this time of my ministry reminded me the body of Christ 
must always come together to lean on the other parts. We need one another. Christ called us to love 
one another as he loved us, and we must never forget how much that kind of love matters.

The body of Christ needs to be a place that builds bridges and fills in the gaps that divide us.
 2020 reminded me that the church is young and old, new and life long members, it is white 
and it should be open to learning and acting upon why that it is, it is gay and straight and everything 
in between, the church is in Bozeman and Belgrade and Michigan, Ohio, San Salvador and beyond.
In particular, and even when we can’t sit in the sanctuary together, the church is one of the few places 
generations come together. The Winter Buddy has matched many of our older members to families 
with children. I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait for Lucille and Marshall Erickson to get a card 
from Harrison Stokes. The responsibility to care for all of God’s children has to be something we carry 
with us always.

Mental health matters.
 The single greatest thing people commented to me about in 2020 was the mental health 
segments during worship. For far too long Church has been a place where we had to put on our 
Sunday best. This time of ministry affirmed the church needs to be a place where dirty laundry freely 
dangles in the wind.
 COVID also affirmed that the single greatest determinant of “finding a new way” is if you think 
you can. I was deeply grateful for our senior members who were willing to adapt. They knew their 
spiritual and mental health depended on it!!!! The fact that so many of us were willing to adventure into 
the unknown is a sign that our core DNA, as well as our collective mental health as a congregation, 
is well suited to continue reaching the world with Christ in uncharted territory. Something that we will 
no doubt continue to need long past the pandemic.

 The people of BUMC were very good at expressing their appreciation this past year, so thank 
you for not just being thankful, but saying so. There was never a moment when we asked asked IF we 
should, rather, we always asked, HOW. How will we have worship? How will we have Confirmation? 
Not, should we cancel VBS, but what will VBS look like? I am looking forward to continuing to be 
people who ask HOW will UM’s in the Valley (and other places too) continue make Disciples for the 
transformation of the world.
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“What got us here wouldn’t take us there.”  
-Marshall Goldsmith

Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregation & Community Engagement
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The Christian language has become a stumbling block for people, especially as the basic vocabulary 
is interpreted different across the big tent of Christianity. When the words mean different things to 
different people, it is important for us to be clear about what we believe. Further, when half the country 
does’t grow up in church, there is no history of the ever-changing nature of these words and theologies. 
It is a good time for ourselves to even be clear about meaning and use of these theological constructs. 

Too many struggle with a literalistic, anti-intellectual, judgmental, self-righteous and bigoted faith. 
Too many can’t reconcile the trespassing language in the Lord’s Prayer with the story about the guy 
swallowed by a fish. Too many experience Christianity only through the lens of funeral celebrations. 
And finally, is there more than the heaven and hell debate?

Worship Preview for January & February 2021
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Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

February 14th 
This will be a stand alone Sunday just before 

Lent begins to celebrate the love of God 
manifest in our lives! What a great day to 

celebrate a massacre! Love know no bounds, 
no limitations, no exceptions!

February 7th
Second Coming. And we conclude with the most 
confusing Christian concept, the second coming 

of Jesus Christ? When? Where? How? Why? 
The tension is there are too many questions to 

adequately cover this concept. 

January 31st 
Forgiveness. This should be the easiest 
Christian concept to grasp, and yet it is 

the hardest to live into. The tension being 
forgiveness without repentance is not 

true forgiveness, and many choose easy 
forgiveness that doesn’t require this two-fold 

relationship.

January 24th
Evangelism. Have you told someone about your 
church and why it matters to your life? Why or 
why not? Is it your job to grow the church or is 
it the pastor’s? The tension is without you the 

church doesn’t matter and only through you can 
it matter to someone else, but, who wants to 

really be the Jesus-freak in your circle of friends?

January 17th 
Sin. Sin has been framed as the central issue 
with God, and the reason for our heaven and 

hell debate. Does sin matter? Think how many 
issues and people the church identified as 

sinful and “unredeemable” by God. The tension 
is that Jesus died for sin, but which ones? The 
time I stole candy from a store kind-of-sin or 

the 10 commandments sin or communal sin of 
white privilege? 

January 10th 
Salvation. Christianity is often thought to exist 
because of Jesus’ death on the cross and its 

implication on our souls. We are saved through 
Jesus death. The tension that it is a one-and-
done event. What happens after salvation? IS 

there more to this life? Can salvation be applied 
to our living and acting in faith? 

Join us in January at 9:30 at bozemanumc.org/live and on Facebook or Youtube to 
engage these topics of theological importance that we often gloss over because of their 

tension and complexity with our 21st Century lives. 

BUMC plans to restart our 8:30am worship service on January 10th, limited to 50 people 
with reservations with the following COVID-thresholds:

 • Staff are comfortable interacting with people in the building. 
 • Hospitalizations are below (10) COVID cases and 60% capacity.

We so appreciate all the BUMC staff has done this year to adapt and roll with the tide in 
our challenging world. Thanks to your generous donations for our Staff Appreciation plea 
in September and October, we were able to provide a gift card for all the staff at BUMC at 

Christmas. Blessings to all of them on behalf of the Leadership Team. 
~ Co Lay Leaders Sarah Savage and Nancy Hopkins



Remember when you said ‘for better or for worse?’ 
Join us for a faith based marriage “retreat” aimed at 

strengthening your connection and helping your marriage 
thrive even in a pandemic. 

I suspected, and a local lawyer confirmed, divorce rates are on 
the rise.  If areas of conflict were festering, leave it to the extra 
stress and strain of uncertainty, remote learning, and multiple 

quarantines to bring it to the surface. Or perhaps you are 
feeling connected, but are aware that working on such a central 
relationship in your life is never a bad thing. Workshop limited to 

10 couples. Contact: amy@bozemanumc.org

Session 1: Kick-off and Can Faith be a Relationship Resource? In person or online. 
Friday, January 15, 6:30-8:00 pm.

Session 2: Books, Podcasts, and Movies Oh My! Online only. Friday, January 22, 6:30-8:00 pm.
From a provided list, couples will read an article, book chapter, listen to a podcast, or fall asleep, 

err I mean, watch a movie and report on the insights and wisdom they gained.  

Session 3: Interviews, On your own. Using provided questions or coming up with their own, 
couples will interview a couple they look up to and respect

Session 4: Interview Reports. Online only. Friday, February 5, 6:30-8:00 pm.

Session 5: Date Night-In. Friday, February 12 or Saturday, February 13.
Dinner from Fork and Spoon, champagne, and “date night” fun delivered to your door. 

$28.00 minimum donation. All donations go to support Fork and Spoon. 
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Join us for Zoom Sunday school 
at 12:00pm every other Sunday! 

January 10, 24

February 7, 21

Special Communion Service Wed. January 6th, 7pm 
After months of theological reflection on the act of communion, I’ve come to the decision this should 
be taken out of the context of worship and placed in its own experience. This means communion will 
be offered monthly during a special zoom meeting with full liturgical setting, and some months we will 

sing the liturgy too. 
Why? Gathering at the table of bread and wine is an established practice in Christianity, and I would 
say essential. The worship service though does’t allow us to enter this holy act in the way we should. 
The synoptic gospel and Paul tell us that Jesus gathered in a way where he could look at one another. 
Facebook limits that capability, so we will offer zoom communion. Grab some bread and wine or juice 
and we’ll spend 30 minutes walking through the communion liturgy to find God among us and with us. 

Tentatively in person: 
Pie Party on Pi Day! March 14 (3.14) Enjoy pie 

and celebrate spring together! 
(More details to come)

Fourth and Fifth Grade Hangout:
We are starting a new small group for fourth and 

fifth graders-devotions, check-in, fun! 
(More details in Spring)

By Abbie Thompson
 HAPPY NEW YEAR! We have survived this crazy time of 2020 together and come out on the 
other side. We all can breathe a collective sigh of relief and inhale some hope and excitement for the new 
year. HUGE thanks to all the families who made our Christmas Eve service a huge success. I hope all the 
budding actors remember us as at BUMC as their big debut audience. 
 I am incredibly grateful to be working together with AMAZING young people and the wonderful 
grown ups who love them. Thank you for all you do-you are raising truly wonderful humans.

Children’s Ministry: Planned Gatherings for 2021

mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Marriage%20Retreat


Education & Study
Education & Study
A look at 2020 and forward to 2021!
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By Ann Dickensheets
 BUMC saw a lot of our college students in the first part of 2020, while they fundraised for their 
spring break mission trip to Cuba! Thank you to everyone who enjoyed a latte or Krispy Kreme donut, 
or joined us for a homemade Cuban dinner and salsa dancing lessons! Unfortunately, the trip was 
cancelled, due to Covid, but we have plans to use your donations toward our mission in the summer 
of 2021. 
 The college group, which we call TNT, moved to online meetings after spring break, but in 
the fall, we were able to transition to in-person meetings at the Christus Collegium. We wore our 
masks, socially distanced and enjoyed our time together. We ended the fall semester with a before-
Thanksgiving-Christmas party, complete with final’s care packages and homemade cookies, baked by 
some of our wonderful angels at BUMC. Thank you to our cookie bakers and to everyone who provided 
dinner for the group this year! When the students return after the holidays, we will begin meeting again.  
If you’d like to cook for the group sometime, you can sign up on the church website, or send Ann an 
email ann@bozemanumc.org.

Thank you for supporting our college students!

By Ann Dickensheets
 It’s been a year of unusual challenges, but there have been many bright spots at youth group 
in 2020! Before the shelter in place order, we had a magnificent time at our annual ski retreat, which 
included some slope time at Discovery Basin, some soak time at Fairmont Hot Springs, and some 
game and sleep (?) time at Aldersgate United Methodist church in Butte.  After Covid struck, we 
continued our weekly youth group meetings online.  It’s amazing how much fun can be had on zoom!
 We cancelled our summer mission trip to Calgary, and instead found volunteer work in the 
Gallatin Valley.  We had two, socially distanced campouts, pizza in the park, and an outdoor movie night, 
all before the schools opened for business in September. We held our fall youth group meetings at the 
Christus Collegium, utilizing its beautiful yard for games and the large Wesley hall for our gatherings. 
It was a wonderful year, and we are so grateful for our youth and for the many parents and college 
students who have volunteered their time.
 And welcome 2021! In spring we will continue meeting, in person, at the Christus. Our ski 
retreat will have to look different due to Covid, but we are working on some creative ways we can stay 
safe and still have some marvelous adventures with our friends. The mission trip is scheduled for July 
11-18. We hope we will be able to travel together by then, but we will wait to see how the vaccines 
administration is progressing, before we make final decisions.

Thank you, BUMC, for your love and support of our youth!

Youth Group: Say Goodbye 2020 & Hello to 2021

Sign Up to Make a Meal for Campus & Young Adult Ministry in 2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4a722abfd0-make

Even though the Bible stands at the foundation of 
Christianity it can be very overwhelming to learn about it.  
I’ve heard many a United Methodist say when it comes to 
scripture, they don’t feel confident expressing why they 

believe what they believe. 

DISCIPLE gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the connectedness of scripture. It 
draws upon the work of scholars, personal Bible reading and study of the participant, and dynamic group 

discussion. In other words, it take a commitment.
The class is limited to 10 participants, will run from mid-January thru May, and is led by the triple threat team 
of Machelle and Adam Young and Rev. Amy. Upon signing-up you will be able to select your preference from 

3 time options: Sunday at 11:00 am, Sunday at 6:30 pm, or Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
No matter if you’ve only heard the Bible read on Sunday mornings, or you’ve done the DISCIPLE series 

before, this small group Bible study will bring scripture to life and in turn, enliven your connection with the 
everlasting God. 

Contact Rev. Amy for more details

mailto:ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Campus%20Young%20Adult%20Meals
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a4a722abfd0-make
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Disciple%20Class


Submitted and woven together by: Martha Hendricks, Deb Redburn, Gloria Zimmer, Jackie Montgomery 
and Kay Lansverk
 Bozeman United Methodist Women ended the year 2020 with an Advent Program of reflection and 
hope. The program, “Knitted Together in Community” was a reminder that each of us, different in so many 
ways, are knitted together to form something unique for God’s service.  It was pointed out that being knit 
together creates something beautiful and, if it is done with careful attention, something strong. 
 During 2020, UMW continued, as never before, to seek new ways to adapt and focus on the needs 
of women, children and youth.  Bozeman UMW, thanks to the generous pledges and contributions of 
members, continued to support mission not only around the world, but also to our neighbors of Blackfeet 
UM Parish, Intermountain in Helena, Fork & Spoon, the Warming Center, Family Promise, Haven, Love 
INC, The Gathering Place CLC, Gallatin Clinic and the Minneapolis Supply Drive. 
 UMW members, in cooperation with the BUMC Missions team, organized a focus on racial justice. 
BUMW used Zoom meetings to discuss important topics from books and podcasts, kept in touch through 
phone, email or Zoom, and continued to move forward in mission and connection. 
 A strong slate of leaders makes the outlook bright for UMW in 2021 as we continue to grow spiritually, 
develop supportive fellowship, and be in mission to women, children, and youth.  Some key women are 
continuing and will be joined by several new ones. Continuing are: Deb Redburn, Co-Coordinator; Fran 
Goosey, Treasurer; Wanda Myers, Assistant Treasurer; Martha Hendricks, Communications; and Chris 
Robison-Cox, Chair of Nominations. Joining them are: Kay Lansverk, Co-Coordinator; Patricia Cornelious, 
Secretary; Terri Dood, Nominations; and  Lauri Taylor, Nominations. Leaders of small groups will round out 
the UMW Team for the year.
 We also want to recognize and thank our members who are retiring from positions of leadership: 
Gloria Zimmer, Nettie Warwood, Jen Smith, Arella Prunyi, Betty Merta, Linda Hospodor, and Jackie 
Montgomery. 
 We want to express our deep gratitude to Gloria Zimmer, Jackie Montgomery, and Nettie Warwood 
for their vision and long-time dedication as leaders of UMW. They have been instrumental in creating the 
path forward to 2021. We encourage everyone at BUMC to express your thanks to these amazing women. 
 The perfect examples of looking forward and adapting to a changing world are Lauri and Rick Taylor, 
coordinators for BUMC volunteers serving Fork & Spoon “pay as you are able” restaurant and Family 
Promise of Gallatin Valley, helping families struggling with housing issues and financial stability. Lauri and 
Rick were honored as the 2020 BUMW Mission Recognition recipients. Both of these organizations along 
with their church coordinators have reworked, retooled and rewoven their programs to adapt to a global 
pandemic.  We are grateful for the leadership of Lauri and Rick as they help us love our neighbors through 
these groups. 
 We are learning, just as one who knits or weaves, to take a step back and consider the creation. We 
have seen that we may have to rethink some things and create a new pattern that works in this changing 
world. We are finding that we can use imagination and look forward to 2021. 
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Photo above: Our 2021 UMW leadership Team 
came together to plan for the new year.

Photo Right: Lauri & Rick Taylor recieved the UMW 
Mission Recognition Award for their hardwork with 

service organizations during the pandemic.
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By Vickie Wilkinson
 2020 ---What a year! Missions could have, like so much else, taken a break. But Missions is 
about seeing the need, the hurt, the brokenness…and shining the light in the darkness. Missions is 
about knowing when to walk beside someone…and when to bring relief. Missions is about education 
and response and advocacy.
 BUMC Missions built a solid foundation of relationships and connectional ministries in the 
past years. From global connections in East Angola, Mongolia, El Salvador and Burundi; to state 
connections on the Fort Belknap Reservation and Intermountain Children’s Home; to local ministries 
with Family Promise, Gallatin Valley Food Bank, HRDC Warming Center, Love INC, Homeless Youth 
Support in the Bozeman School District, to church specific ministries like Helping Hands and Church 
Dash…BUMC Missions was able to continue supporting these partners and keep the light of Christ 
burning bright around the world. Because so many people built solid Christ-centered relationships we 
were able to pivot in a pandemic and keep working! 
 You are invited to help us build our foundation even higher in 2021! The 2 biggest issues 
in the Gallatin Valley are food insecurity and adequate shelter for everyone. Jesus calls us to be 
more than just a patch job! Methodists in the Valley will be leading our churches in understanding 
the structural impediments that keep people from nourishing food and secure housing options for 
everyone, regardless of circumstances! We will invite the congregations to respond to the need…and 
to build a path to justice.  
 Did you know the new Warming Center currently has space for 60 guests every night? (They 
will house double that post-Covid.) In addition, there are temporary hotel rooms for families and those 
who are elderly and/or particularly vulnerable.  HRDC helps find overnight shelter for over 120 people 
every night, and provides hot meals through the Fork and Spoon Café Sunday thru Friday evenings.  
Starting the second Friday in January, and every 2nd and 4th Friday through April, BUMC will be 
packing sandwich bags for the Warming Center guests to help carry them through the long weekend.  
In addition, we will be requesting donations of very specific and needed items for the Warming Center.  
This will help them financially, and hopefully allow them to stay open the full winter season!  
 Stayed tuned to the BUMC and Living Waters websites, email blasts and social media for 
updates and current needs!  We look forward to being part of the answer…part of the Christ-centered 
answer…in 2021. We hope you will join us! 

Packing lunch bags for Warming Center guests every 2nd and 4th Friday 
afternoon. 

Sign up with Vickie W. vwilkson@aol.com
or call JB Bishop (605)366-0356

Connecting our Work in 2020 to What’s New in 2021

mailto:vwilkson%40aol.com?subject=Warming%20Center%20Lunches
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By: Rev. Amy Strader
 In the weeks following George Floyd’s death many 
‘people who consider themselves white’ (Coates) sought 
ways they could be a part of racial healing and work for 
racial equality. It’s been 220 days since Mr. Floyd’s murder 
and those that can avoid thinking about race, for the most 
part, have. One of the best things Black Americans told 
White Americans that we can do is educate ourselves. 
Read the stories. Learn what White Fragility means. Be 
honest with yourself and others about your unexamined 
bias.  
 Thanks to the inspirational Gloria Zimmer we have 
the opportunity to continue this work with a “round robin” 
book club. Instead of everyone reading the same book, 
Gloria purchased the below books and is willing for folks 

to borrow them. Then sometime 
over MLK weekend, so no worries 
if you aren’t a fast reader, we will 
have a meetup and discuss our 
“aha” moments from the book we 
read. 
 If you are interested in 
taking part, and would like to 
borrow one of these books, 
please contact gloriazimmer@
mcn.net or 406-600-5988 to make 
book pick-up arrangements.

A People’s History of the United States
By Howard Zinn

Becoming
By Michelle Obama

 
Between the World and Me

By Ta-Nehisi Coates
 

Just Mercy: a Story of Justice and Redemption
By Bryan Stevenson

 
So You Want to Talk about Race

By Ijeoma Oluo
 

Stamped from the Beginning: the Definitive 
History of Racist Ideas in America

By Ibram X. Kendi
 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of 
America’s Great Migration

By Isabel Wilkerson
 

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White 
people to Talk about Race By Robin Diangelo

Women’s Racial Justice Book Group Winter/Spring 2021

mailto:gloriazimmer%40mcn.net?subject=Social%20Justice%20Action%20Book%20Group
mailto:gloriazimmer%40mcn.net?subject=Social%20Justice%20Action%20Book%20Group
https://www.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0060838655
https://www.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0060838655
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Michelle-Obama/dp/1524763136
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Michelle-Obama/dp/1524763136
https://www.amazon.com/Between-World-Me-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0451482212
https://www.amazon.com/Between-World-Me-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0451482212
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X
https://www.amazon.com/You-Want-Talk-About-Race/dp/1580056776
https://www.amazon.com/You-Want-Talk-About-Race/dp/1580056776
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-History-National/dp/1568585985
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-History-National/dp/1568585985
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-History-National/dp/1568585985
https://www.amazon.com/Warmth-Other-Suns-Americas-Migration/dp/0679763880
https://www.amazon.com/Warmth-Other-Suns-Americas-Migration/dp/0679763880
https://www.amazon.com/Warmth-Other-Suns-Americas-Migration/dp/0679763880
https://www.amazon.com/White-Fragility-People-About-Racism/dp/0807047414
https://www.amazon.com/White-Fragility-People-About-Racism/dp/0807047414

