


	 About	 a	 year	 before	 our	 now	 8-year	 old	 was	 born,	 Rev.	 Eric	 and	 I	 experienced	 our	 first	
miscarriage. No one knows what to say when you lose a baby. My District Superintendent, wanting to 
be	supportive	and	offer	comfort,	gave	us	a	candle.	I	lit	that	candle	every	night	those	first	few	weeks.	
I’m not sure, it might have even been months. 
 When we tried to get pregnant again, which, for us meant a trip to an infertility clinic, they 
wouldn’t let us light the candle, but we would take it with us into the room. It brought me strength and 
reminded me of all those who were sending their love.  
 After our daughter was born, we started trying again right away. Since we had been successful 
once	before	we	didn’t	dream	it	would	be	difficult	again.	When	it	did	happen	again,	this	time	twins,	I	
got	the	candle	back	out.	The	flame	was	harder	to	light,	as	all	the	wax	had	hardened	around	the	wick.	
I	watched	the	faintest	flame	fight	back	the	dust	and	the	new	hot	wax	that	didn’t	have	anywhere	to	
run. “The candle is going to go out,” I thought, “it’s not strong enough.” 
 I watched the battle for awhile, amazed that such a tiny spark could continue to hold. 
Eventually,	I	poured	off	some	of	the	wax	and	the	light	grew	a	little	bigger.	A	little	more	wax,	a	little	
more light. “The candle is going to go out,” I thought, “it’s not strong enough.” But it didn’t go out.  
	 How	many	 times	has	2020	made	you	 feel	 like	 that	 little	flame,	fighting	 to	keep	your	head	
above	the	wax	that	is	trying	to	snuff	you	out?	How	many	times	have	you	told	yourself,	my	light,	my	
energy, my hope is going to go out, I’m not strong enough. 
	 I	can	probably	guess	some	of	the	things	that	have	made	your	light	dim.	Political	conflict	that	
threatens families, isolation orders that make us feel truly disconnected, black bodies harmed and 
demanding	justice,	and	fires	that	challenge	us	to	truly	be	stewards	of	creation.	And	while	I	can’t	tell	
you what will make your light shine brighter, I can tell you what won’t… your own strength. 
 We can worship God anywhere, but to live out the things the baby born in a manger came 
to teach us, we have to surround ourselves, if even six feet apart, with others on the journey.  In his 
book, Reasons to Stay Alive, Matt Haig puts it this way, “Life lesson: the way out is never through 
yourself.” And in doing so, we give ourselves the opportunity to be held by God who created us, 
Christ who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  
 The December worship theme is I Believe Even When* and is inspired by the words of an 
anonymous Jewish poet scrawled on a wall during the Holocaust, “I believe in the sun, even when 
the sun is not shining.” This Advent and Christmas, let the light of Christ show we can still “believe, 
even when” we are discouraged and lonely, even we feel hopeless.
 “Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They 
said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace…” (Luke 2: 13-14). We yearn to see the scene 
play out, to hear the music of the angels, to feel the rush to the manger, to see what this star that 
pierces the night sky has come to proclaim. We want to believe the messengers Good News is the 
culmination of humanity’s pain of birth: “don’t be afraid” for unto us a sign has come that will be to 
all people…“on earth, peace.” We want to believe the candle won’t go out.   
	 After	that	first	miscarriage	I	took	some	time	off	to	help	my	body	heal	and	my	heart	mend.		My	
first	Sunday	back	I	thought	I	was	ready	to	help	lead	worship,	but	when	the	time	came,	I	couldn’t	do	
it.	“Is	there	something	you	would	like	to	do?”	my	co-pastor	asked	me.	“I’m	so	sorry,	but	I	think	the	
only thing I can do is light the candles.” “Carrying in the light of Christ is the perfect thing for you to 
do this day and always.”
*Advent theme based on and used with permission from Marcia McFee’s Worship Design Studio.
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Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregational 
& Community Engagement

Dear Bozeman United Methodist Church

Blue Christmas Worship Service Wed. December 9, 7:00 pm, Living Waters UMC 
This year, perhaps more than ever, Christmas may not feel holly jolly. The prayers and music of 
this service give voice to the feelings that many cannot speak during the Christmas season--grief, 
pain, struggle, depression, and/or loneliness. By speaking these realities, the service is meant to 
convey a deep sense of God’s presence and the hope that Christ offers through his advent into 
our lives and the world. We often think of Blue Christmas services for those that have lost loved 
ones in the past year or around the holidays. But you do not have to have a specific reason to feel 
blue around the holidays.
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Upcoming Events, Classes & Small Groups

Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration
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Join us for worship in November
8:30am in the Bozeman UMC Sanctuary. RSVP to help with social distancing eric@bozemanumc.org
9:30am virtual at www.bozemanumc.org/live
10:00am in Belgrade at Living Waters (51 W. Cameron Bridge Rd.) 
Our theme will focus on Stewardship and the Saints of the Church. How are we inheritors of a legacy 
focused on continuing to share the love of God in the Gallatin Valley and beyond. 

Join us for Worship in December. Our Advent Season Theme: “I believe even when…” 
8:30 am Onsite. RSVP to help with social distancing eric@bozemanumc.org
9:30am Live at www.bozemanumc.org/live
10:30am Onsite. RSVP to help with social distancing eric@bozemanumc.org
The world is full of pain, especially pain that is accompanied by fear and violence against people. This is 
the world today and it is the world Jesus was born into 2 millennia ago. And his teachings call us to be 
transformed out of the pain into something new. During the Holocaust, in World War 2, a Jewish poet 
wrote on a wall, “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining.” This Advent and Christmas, let 
us	fill	the	night	with		light	and	affirm	why	we	can	still	“believe,	even	when”	we	are	struggling.	Worship	
Options in December. 

Join us for Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of Christ. 
5pm,7pm,9pm (limited seating, reservations required) Traditional worship with candles and Silent Night. 
5pm Virtual children’s service led by children for children
7pm	Virtual	traditional	service	(Contact	the	church	office	for	your	candles)
Living Waters UMC Christmas Eve Services: 4:30 PM & 6:00 PM (limited seating, reservations 
required). 51 W. Cameron Bridge Rd.

Worship Preview for November & December

More Events on Pages 4-5 (Community & Education) & Pg. 7 (Missions)

Figgy Pudding Dec. 2nd, 7pm 
Virtual Musical (Details on Pg. 8)

Musicians contact: Ann@bozemanumc.org
Questions about the event & how to watch: 

call 406-586-5413

Hanging of the Greens Nov. 28th, 
9am-12pm. Decorating the church is more 

important than ever before, because we need 
to remind the world that light is still shining 
in the darkness. Email Rev. Eric to help us 

decorate the church simply but powerfully for 
Advent!

Church Conference Dec. 7th, 7pm
Join us for Church Conference to decide on 
leadership, pastor compensations, budgets, 

and more as we plan for ministry in 2021. 
https://zoom.us/j/97769537553

Disciple Bible Study Class Coming this 
January 2021

Join Machelle & Adam Young for a discussion 
and scripture-based class.

Contact Rev. Amy for more details

Daily Shadow & Light Vespers Evening 
Prayer Service Online, Nov. 30-Dec. 23 

Details on Pg. 4
Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a 

Season of Darkness, Sundays in Advent. 
Details on Pg. 6

mailto:eric%40bozemanumc.org?subject=RSVP
http://www.bozemanumc.org/live
mailto:eric%40bozemanumc.org?subject=RSVP
mailto:eric%40bozemanumc.org?subject=RSVP
mailto:Ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Figgy%20Pudding
mailto:eric%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
https://zoom.us/j/97769537553
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Disciple%20Class


pg. 4 - Nov & Dec Chimes Bozeman UMC

Christmas Around the World!: New COVID-friendly format for Figgy Pudding - Dec. 2nd, 7pm
 One of the most cherished events of the BUMC Christmas season each year is Figgy Pudding, 
a music program that features the talents of music groups and musical individuals who are part of 
our church family. It’s an event that brings our church community together to enjoy the beauty of the 
season. It’s also a wonderful fundraiser for mission projects both near and far.
	 And	this	year	will	be	no	different!	Join	us	for	a	virtual	version	of	our	beloved	Figgy	Pudding	on	
December 2 at 7 pm. We will present an hour of entertainment from your favorite groups, as well as some 
new	additions	from	around	the	world.	Our	offering	this	year	will	go	to	support	some	of	our	international	
mission partners who will be sending us good wishes and some traditional musical selections for our 
enjoyment! Pledges for your donations will be taken “telethon” style, with “operators standing by to 
take	your	calls”!	(Call	into	the	church	office	where	the	staff	will	be	answering	the	phones.)
 We hope you won’t miss this wonderful opportunity to gather (virtually) as a church family to 
celebrate each other and the season of joy.
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Nurture Care Team: Winter Buddies
During a recent in-person worship service, Rev. Eric asked those 
that are dreading a long winter to raise their hands. 
Rev. Amy’s hand shot up! 
We can’t make winter go away.
But we hope Winter Buddies will help!
Send postcards! 
Drop-off a small gift from the $3.00 section at Target! 
Share your baked goods so you don’t end up eating them all! 

Sign-up to be a Buddy!
Sign-up to have a Buddy!

Shadows & Light: A Daily 
Online Vespers Service of 

Evening Prayer 
Nov. 30 thru Dec. 23 

Monday-Fridays 
7:00-7:20 PM Via Zoom

 Advent is called the season 
of light, but for those of us who live 
in the northern hemisphere, we also 
know it as a season of darkness. We 
know it as the season of shadows 
amid the bleak midwinter. But in fact, 
that is exactly why this season was 
chosen for the celebration of the 
Savior’s birth: to welcome the light, 
to	offer	hope,	to	serve	as	a	reminder	
of the new life that is to come. End 
your Advent days with all of these 
things. Light. Hope. New life. 
 Our evening devotions will 
be based on the book Shadows and 
Light which explores the historical 
meaning of Advent and will include 
scripture, a question to ponder, and a 
simple activity to engage the senses, 
such as lighting candles, listening to 
music, or viewing both ancient and 
modern artwork. 
 Let yourself break away from 
the hustle, and receive your invitation 
to remember the quiet focus of our 
celebration. Shadow and Light will 
help you reclaim the holiday season 
as a time to remember Jesus.

Our Christmas Around the World Online Figgy Pudding 
Telethon, would not be complete without Figgy Pudding to eat 

while you watch the show. We’ve got you covered!
Please call the church, leave a message for Allie 406-586-5413 or 
email office@bozemanumc.org to place your order before Tuesday, 

November 24th. 
Orders can then be picked-up from the church on Sunday, 

November 29th between the hours of 3:00-5:00 pm or Tuesday, 
December 1st from 5:00-6:00 pm.

When you make your order please also include the number of 
serving pieces of cake/sauce you would like and if you will pick-up 

on Sunday or Tuesday. You can even deliver to neighbors!
Safety, Social Distance & Sanitation will be paramount in the 

preparation and pick up process.

TNT Campus and Young Adult Ministry: Cookies Needed for Finals Week Care Packages
 Thank you to everyone who has cooked for or donated money towards a TNT meal. It means 
the world to our students! If you would like to make a meal or donate money towards a meal, you can 
sign up by clicking on the Sign Up Page on the BUMC webpage.
	 In	 November	 we	 will	 continue	 our	 emphasis	 on	 community	 as	 we	 host	 the	 first	 annual	
Friendsgiving	dinner	at	TNT.	And	of	course,	we	will	continue	to	support	our	students	with	the	final’s	
care packages. If you are able to bake some cookies for the packages, please contact Ann by Nov 8. 
With the accelerated MSU school schedule, we’ll be handing them out on November 12.

https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/ea8c8c
https://bozemanumc.breezechms.com/form/ea8c8c
mailto:office@bozemanumc
https://www.bozemanumc.org/signup/
mailto:ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Finals%20Care%20Package%20Cookies


Education & Study
Education & Study
Where We’ve Seen God in the Lives of Youth this Fall
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By Ann Dickensheets
 We’ve been having a ball at youth group this fall! Abbie has weaved together wonderful, crazy fun with 
some thought-provoking and important discussions about how we see ourselves as children of God. We are 
loving our new meeting space at the Christus, its large yard providing great opportunities for hide and seek and 
other outdoor frivolity! To mitigate some of the risk of COVID, we are not eating together this fall, but are providing 
unstructured time at the beginning of each meeting, which has allowed our youth a chance to relax and wind-
down with their friends. We see God in the deep, life-long relationships that our youth continue to nurture. And 
for some extra adventure, we tramped around the Christus neighborhood on an epic scavenger hunt, got lost in 
the Corn Maze, and celebrated Halloween with a party, games and costumes!
 Our youth raised $685 for the Crop Walk this year, braving the cold and snow on a walk to stop hunger! 
Congratulations to Team 2 (Annabelle, Julianne, Molly, Violet and Abbie for raising $440 of that total!) We walk as 
God’s hands here on Earth.
Upcoming events…
	 Our	November	 topics	will	 focus	on	 the	power	of	words	and	 living	with	conflict,	 as	we	head	 into	 the	
election	time.	We	will	end	the	month	focusing	on	friends,	at	our	first	annual	Friendsgiving	event,	and	gratitude.	In	
December we will explore the birth of Jesus and share the joy with some Christmas caroling and our spectacular 
Christmas party!

Zoom Sunday School 
Check-in: 

Nov: 1, 15, 29 at12:00pm
An online Sunday school 

experience (every other Sunday). 
For kids K-5th grade! Story-time 
with Abbie, chat and see faces 

of our fellow church friends!
Zoom link will be sent to families 

ahead of time, with more 
instructions. Contact Abbie

By Abbie Thompson (BUMC) & Pastor Alison Skillman (LWUMC)
Children’s Ministry Connections & Events Nov. & Dec.

Third Grade Bibles: 
Two opportunities for 3rd 

graders to participate.
-November 8th: 12-2pm, In 
Person at BUMC (socially 

distanced & masked). 
-November 15th: 12-1pm, 

Online.
 Contact Abbie

with any questions and/or to 
sign up for your date!

HUGS(S) Tree in Nov.
Support our friends at the Hays 

Lodgepole schools!
Looking for these donations: 

K-5th Grade: Warm hats, 
underwear, gloves and socks, 
in	a	range	of	sizes	that	would	fit	

kids from K-5th Grade
6-12 Grade: Toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, deodorant, 
shampoo/conditioners (full 

sized), soap
(ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW)
Items	can	be	dropped	off	at	

Living Waters UMC, Bozeman 
UMC, or can be picked up from 
your porch by a volunteer! Last 
day for donations: December 

1st. Contact Abbie for questions 
or a donation pick-up. 

Christmas Pageant
In lieu of our regular Christmas 
pageant, this year, we will be 

recording an ENTIRELY children-
led Christmas Eve Service! 

Featuring the Christmas Story, 
scriptures, carols, & lots of fun! 

Throughout Nov. & Dec. we 
will	film	different	pieces	of	our	
children’s service similar to our 

Time with Children videos! Video 
will be shown on Christmas Eve 

at 5:00pm on 
www.bozemanumc.org/live

If you or your little are interested 
in participating, playing a role, 

reading, or decorating: Contact 
Abbie

Live Nativity: Dec. 20th, 
6-8pm, Living Waters 

Parking Lot
Complete with live animals in 
the manger, the story of the 

birth of Jesus is played out by 
volunteers. Angels & Magi join 
in as the story unfolds in front 

of your eyes. Drive through 
the Living Waters parking lot 
& witness the greatest story. 
Free hot chocolate & a map 

of wonderful Christmas Lights 
around Belgrade & Bozeman for 

your family to enjoy. 
Admission: Donate canned or 
non-perishable food for local 
food banks. Contact Alison

Santa Sunday!
Sun. Dec. 13th 11:30 AM 

Living Waters 
An afternoon of games, crafts, 

hot cocoa, fun, & see Santa 
Claus! Activities for families to 
participate in as we celebrate 

Christmas. COVID friendly 
event with masks and social 
distancing. Contact Alison

PreK - 5th Children’s Choir: November (Practice & Recording on Zoom!)
Contact Ann@bozemanumc.org if your children would like to participate in a song for Figgy & Christmas Eve.

mailto:Abbie%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Christmas
mailto:Abbie%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
mailto:Abbie%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Christmas
http://www.bozemanumc.org/live 
mailto:Abbie%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Christmas
mailto:pastorskillman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pastorskillman%40gmail.com?subject=


By Martha Hendricks
 The women of Bozeman United Methodist Women BELIEVE even when… our world is weird, scary, tiresome, 
a learning opportunity. When it is full of anxiety, hope, nonstop hand washing, time at home, and sewing masks. 
When our world consists of being grateful, prayer, books to read, isolation, worry and frustration. 
 In the last few months we have experienced a lifetime of emotions. Like David, we have composed our own 
Psalms. Much like Psalm 86 we may be heard crying out “LORD, hear my prayer, and listen when I ask for mercy. I 
call to you in times of trouble, because you will answer me”.
	 Yet,	 our	 belief	 in	God’s	 love	 is	 still	 alive	 and	well.	 Things	may	 be	 different	 in	 how	we	 interact	 during	 a	
pandemic, but God is faithful to us and keeps us in motion. If you have looked around during the past months you 
may have seen the members of BUMW…
 On a September afternoon at a park to picnic, sharing experiences, support and seeing each other face 
to face. Volunteering at the food bank. Helping to prepare meals for Family Promise and the TNT campus ministry. 
Raising awareness concerning the Census and Voting. Sorting clothing for the Love INC clothing ministry. Raising 
money for the CROP Walk. Continuing to learn through podcasts and Wonderlust online meetings. Making and 
sending cards. Stephen ministers. Visiting on front porches.  Zooming together.
 Through all of this you can see the strength and courage of women who are turning the word “Christian” into 
a verb. It is not just who we are, but what we do. As we look forward to Thanksgiving and then a season of Advent, 
we are reminded, just as Paul was, that “I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Romans 8:38-39.
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UMW NOON LUNCHEON GROUP 
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 19TH

Meeting via Zoom to discuss “I am thankful (or 
usually thankful) even when...”

Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a Season of Darkness 
Sundays (11.29, 12.6, 12.13, 12.20) at 10:45am via Zoom

 Christmas and all that comes with it, is sometimes called the “most wonderful time of the year.” 
But for those that are grieving, being told to be of good cheer, often just makes it worse. And this year, 
with fewer parties for hosting and friends perhaps not coming to call, our heart’s may not feel like 
glowing at all. For many—and perhaps for more of us than would care to admit it—the season of Advent 
and Christmas transports our greatest fears and losses into a time when others seem to be enjoying life 
to	the	fullest.	Not	all	Christmases	are	white;	some	are	Blue.	But	if	we	are	willing	to	first	sit	with	our	fears,	
all	of	our	Christmases—even	the	darkest	ones-can	be	filled	with	honesty	and	hope.	

Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a Season of Darkness is a study of scripture, meditation, 
prayer, and action.
There are several ways to participate:
-Study the devotions on your own.
-Be a part of a small group meeting Sunday mornings at 10:45 am via Zoom and hear how how the 
devotions are impacting others. 
-Join the Blue Christmas Facebook group where you’ll be able to watch videos and respond to posts.
-All of the above
 
 And…don’t miss the Blue Christmas worship service. This service is especially designed to 
voice and hope to those who are grieving, or who are experiencing other types of loss or feelings of 
exclusion.	 It	 is	a	 time	of	 light,	 reflection,	and	prayer.	Wednesday,	December	9	at	7:00	pm	at	Living	
Waters UMC  (51 Cameron Bridge Road, Belgrade, MT)

Order your book, “Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a Season of Darkness”
https://www.countrybookshelf.com/book/9780835817875

https://www.countrybookshelf.com/book/9780835817875
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CAN THE GRIZ FOOD DRIVE, NOV 6 - 21
Our Annual Food Drive for Gallatin Valley Food Bank. Help us raise our 1000 pound goal! $20 buys 
one turkey! Donate online or send check to BUMC, memo line “Turkey.” Or bring non-perishable 

food items to Olive Street entrance of BUMC; Colombo’s Pizza (1003 W. College) during business 
hours or Cafe M (3 locations: 777 E. Main St, 33 W. Kagy, or 409 W. Main St. in Belgrade) during 

business hours. 

HOMELESS YOUTH GIFT CARDS, NOV. 1 - DEC. 5
There are over 50+ children in the Gallatin Valley who are homeless and without adequate support 

structures. Gift Cards from local businesses are lifelines during the long winter months as they juggle 
school, shelter, and food insecurity. Cards up to $25 from Target, Wal-Mart, Town and Country, Co-
Op, McDonald’s, gas stations or other businesses are much appreciated. Two ways to get them to 
us: drop in the BUMC Willson St. mailbox at any time, or mail to the church at 121 S. Willson Ave., 

Bozeman MT 59715.

HUGS(S) Tree in Nov.
Help support our friends at the Hays Lodgepole schools with these donations: 

Warm hats, underwear, gloves and socks, in a range of sizes that would fit kids from K-5th Grade
Also: Toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo/conditioners (full sized), soap

(ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW)
Items can be dropped off at Living Waters UMC, Bozeman UMC, or can be picked up from your porch by a 

volunteer! Last day for donations: December 1st. Contact Abbie for questions or a donation pick-up. 

INTERMOUNTAIN CHILDREN’S HOME GIFT DRIVE, NOV 1 - DEC 1
Christmas Gifts for McTaggert Children’s Home! This year there are 2 ways to help this amazing mission! Order 
directly from Amazon Wish List or send donations to BUMC and we will shop for you! For further information 

and to access the Wish List, please see BUMC website: www.bozemanumc.org/service

2021 Stewardship in the Gallatin Valley
We had hoped to have a big celebration, but of 
course like so many other things it was cancelled, 
so you may or may not be aware that 2020 is our 
155th year of Methodist ministry in the valley. 
And what a year 2020 will be remembered as! 
Even so, next year will hold unique challenges 

for us, regionally and globally. 
If you didn’t return your pledge card by October 
31st the pastors will be reaching out to connect 
with	 you.	 The	 office	 will	 be	 open	 Mon-Thurs.	
from 9am-1pm to receive your commitment in 

our easy no-touch mailbox.
www.bozemanumc.org/giving

FIGGY PUDDING & CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING RECIPIENTS 
While we are still working on contacting some of the potential reciepients of our Annual Missions Christmas 

Season Giving, we do know that this year 100% of giving to Figgy Pudding Telethon will go to our Global 
Mission	Partners	and	100%	of	giving	to	Christmas	Eve	Offering	will	go	to	Local	Organizations	&	Missions.

United Methodists in the Gallatin Valley:
Thank you so much for all your help in 

organizing the food drive from Montana. We 
are so grateful to you and everyone who 

helped. What a blessing you all are to us. This 
will help feed the Whittier neighborhood due 

to the riots in Minneapolis. This area is in great 
need as they burned down everything here: all 
stores,	banks,	post	office	and	Dollar	stores,	so	
sad! Our clients in need have tripled in the last 
three months so we are so grateful to you and 

your Mission work. THANK YOU ALL! 
Cheryl Gross, Director, Simpson food pantry.

http://www.bozemanumc.org/service
http://www.bozemanumc.org/giving
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Follow Us On Social Media

“View from the Annex” Photo By: Allie Zanieri-Hale

A special thanks to Glenn Allinger, Bill Jimmerson, 
and Dick Pohl for lots of work over the fall and 

summer as they continue to maintain the church. 

Our Crop Walk Team on October 18th.“Fall at Bozeman UMC” Photo By: Jill Beck


