CHILDREN’S BOOKS

CHILDREN’S MOVIES

TEEN & YOUNG ADULT BOOKS
* Please note that the books listed under 'teen and young adult’ contain some mature and PG-13 material, including but not limited to: language, sexual content and graphic descriptions.
Middle Grade Reading Level

The Only Black Girls In Town
By Brandy Colbert
Beach-loving surfer Alberta has been the only black girl in
town for years. Alberta's best friend, Laramie, is the closest
thing she has to a sister, but there are some things even
Laramie can't understand. When the bed and breakfast
across the street finds new owners, Alberta is ecstatic to
learn the family is black-and they have a 12-year-old
daughter just like her.

Courage
By Barbara Binns
T'Shawn has worked hard to get his family's life back on
track after his father died. But as things are returning to
normal, his world is suddenly turned upside down when
his older brother, Lamont, returns from prison. T puts
his frustrations into his diving practice -- especially
when he gets a scholarship to join a prestigious diving
team at the local private swim club.

Blended

By Sharon M. Draper
"You’re so exotic!” “You look so unusual.” “But what are
you really?” Eleven-year-old Isabella is used to these
kinds of comments - her father is black, her mother is
white - but that doesn't mean she likes them. And now
that her parents are divorced (and getting along
WORSE than ever), Isabella feels more like a
push-me-pull-me toy.

Teen - Young Adult Reading Level

Slay
By Brittney Morris
By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is an honors
student, a math tutor, and one of the only Black kids at
Jefferson Academy. But at home, she joins hundreds of
thousands of Black gamers who duel worldwide as
Nubian personas in the secret multiplayer online
role-playing card game, SLAY.

Pride
By Ibi Zoboi
Pride and Prejudice gets remixed in this smart, funny,
gorgeous retelling of the classic, starring all characters of
color, from Ibi Zoboi, National Book Award finalist and
author of American Street. Zuri Benitez has pride.
Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her
Afro-Latino roots. But pride might not be enough to
save her rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from
becoming unrecognizable.

Felix Ever After
By Kacen Callendar
Felix Love has never been in love—and, yes, he’s
painfully aware of the irony. He desperately wants to
know what it’s like and why it seems so easy for
everyone but him to find someone. What’s worse is that,
even though he is proud of his identity, Felix also
secretly fears that he’s one marginalization too
many—Black, queer, and transgender—to ever get his
own happily-ever-after.

A Song Below Water
By Bethany C. Morrow
Tavia is already at odds with the world, forced to keep her
siren identity under wraps in a society that wants to keep
her kind under lock and key. Never mind she's also stuck in
Portland, Oregon, a city with only a handful of black folk
and even fewer of those with magical powers. At least she
has her bestie Effie by her side as they tackle high school
drama, family secrets, and unrequited crushes.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks
By Rebecca Skloot
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her
as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who
worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her
cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the
most important tools in medicine.

How Long ‘Til Black Future
Month?
By N.K. Jemisin
In these stories, Jemisin sharply examines modern
society, infusing magic into the mundane, and drawing
deft parallels in the fantasy realms of her imagination.
Dragons and hateful spirits haunt the flooded city of
New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. In a
parallel universe, a utopian society watches our world,
trying to learn from our mistakes. A black mother in the
Jim Crow south must figure out how to save her
daughter from a fey offering impossible promises.

ADULT BOOKS
* Please note that the books listed under ‘adult' contain some mature, PG-13 and R-rated material,
including but not limited to: language, sexual content and graphic descriptions.

So You Want To Talk About Race
By Ijeoma Oluo
New York Times bestseller offers a hard-hitting but
user-friendly examination of race in America. A guide to
honest conversations about race and racism, and how they
infect almost every aspect of American life.

Stamped From the Beginning: The
Definitive History of Racist Ideas
In America
By Ibram X. Kendi
The National Book Award winning history of how racist
ideas were created, spread, and deeply rooted in
American society. Some Americans insist that we're
living in a post-racial society. But racist thought is not
just alive and well in America--it is more sophisticated
and more insidious than ever.

White Fragility: Why It’s So
Hard For White People To Talk
About Race
By Robin Di’Angelo

New York Times best-selling book exploring the
counterproductive reactions white people have when
their assumptions about race are challenged, and how
these reactions maintain racial inequality.

Between The World And Me
By Ta-nehisi Coates
#1 New York Times bestseller—a bold and personal literary
exploration of America’s racial history by “the most
important essayist in a generation and a writer who
changed the national political conversation about race.

The Color of Law: A Forgotten
History on How Our Government
Segregated America
By Richard Rothstein
Richard Rothstein writes his new book, The Color of
Law, which details how federal housing policies in the
1940s and '50s mandated segregation and undermined
the ability of black families to own homes and build
wealth.

How to be an Antiracist
By Ibram X. Kendi
New York Times bestseller is a “groundbreaking” (Time)
approach to understanding and uprooting racism and
inequality in our society—and in ourselves. Antiracism is
a transformative concept that reorients and reenergizes
the conversation about racism—and, even more
fundamentally, points us toward liberating new ways of
thinking about ourselves and each other.

The Auto-Biography Of Malcolm X
By Malcom X
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography,
originally published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim
leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the
extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black
Muslim movement.

The Warmth of Other Suns: The
Epic Story Of America’s Great
Migration
By Isabel Wilkerson
In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the
great untold stories of American history: the decades-long
migration of black citizens who fled the South for northern
and western cities, in search of a better life.

Sister Outsider
By Audre Lorde
The essential writings of black lesbian poet and feminist
writer Audre Lorde. In this charged collection of fifteen
essays and speeches, Lorde takes on sexism, racism,
ageism, homophobia, and class, and propounds social
difference as a vehicle for action and change.

No Ashes In The Fire
By Darnell L. Moore
Coming of Age Black and Free in America is a 2018
memoir by American writer and activist Darnell L.
Moore. It explore Moore's experiences growing up in
poverty in New Jersey, and his struggles with his
personal identity as both black and queer.

The Water Dancer
By Ta-Nehisi Coates
The Water Dancer centers on a young man named
Hiram living in antebellum Virginia. Hiram is one of the
Tasked (Coates, with his characteristically careful eye for
language, almost never refers to slavery as anything but
the Task in this book) on the plantation of Lockless, and
he has a bottomless, hungry memory.

ADULT MOVIES
* Please note that the books listed under ‘adult' contain some mature, PG-13 and R-rated material,
including but not limited to: language, sexual content and graphic descriptions.

Selma
Directed By Ava DuVernay
This historical film is another one of DuVernay’s projects,
and it’s a powerful depiction of Martin Luther King Jr.’s
1965 marches from Selma, Alabama, to the state’s capital
in Montgomery. American people are still fighting against
racism more than 50 years later, and this movie is a
reminder of how far, and how little, this country has come.

If Beale Street Could Talk
Directed By Barry Jenkins

Moonlight director Barry Jenkins helms this moving
romantic drama about a young woman trying to clear
the name of her wrongly accused lover before the birth
of their child. The film is based on the late James
Baldwin’s 1974 novel of the same name and is a stark
portrayal of the harsh realities Black men face—then
and now.

Just Mercy
Directed By Destin Daniel Cretton
The racial bias in this country’s criminal justice system
cannot be denied, and Just Mercy is based on a real-life
example. Michael B. Jordan stars as a defense attorney
working to appeal the wrongful conviction of Walter
McMillian, a Black man who was sentenced to death for
a crime he did not commit.

Moonlight
Directed by Barry Jenkins
A young African-American man grapples with his identity
and sexuality while experiencing the everyday struggles of
childhood, adolescence, and burgeoning adulthood. Three
time periods - young adolescence, mid-teen and young
adult - in the life of black-American Chiron.

13th
Directed By Ava DuVernay
Filmmaker Ava DuVernay explores the history of racial
inequality in the United States, focusing on the fact that
the nation's prisons are disproportionately filled with
African-Americans.

Harriet
Directed By Kasi Lemmons
Coming of Age Black and Free in America is a 2018
memoir by American writer and activist Darnell L.
Moore. It explore Moore's experiences growing up in
poverty in New Jersey, and his struggles with his
personal identity as both black and queer.

