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Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregational 
& Community Engagement

Dear Bozeman United Methodist Church

Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

 You may or may not know, but Rev. Eric is the pastor for ‘worship and administration’ 
and Rev. Amy is the pastor for ‘congregational and community engagement.’ Without Sunday 
school classes, small groups, and Bible studies meeting in the church building, ‘congregational 
engagement’ has looked different but, rest assured, engagement is happening.

 The men’s group now inquires “what’s for breakfast” rather that listening to what 
everyone orders from IHOP, but nonetheless, they have continued to meet each and every 
Friday at 7:00 am. They range in age from 30-something to 80-something, are currently 
studying the Gospel of Luke, and would welcome you to join them.

 The women of BUMC have been active as well. UMW has had their business meetings 
via Zoom and worked closely with the Missions team to sponsor the Celebrate Diversity 
Shower for The Gathering Place CLC. A small group of women have been staying connected 
and getting to know each other better via a good old fashioned Phone Tree. Topics have 
included the story of our names and what spiritual disciplines have helped us over the years. 

 You may remember hearing about the Daily Parents Zoom Check-in that met from 
mid-March until the end of May. That group now meets Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 on Zoom 
and is always happy for any parents who crave an adult conversation to pop-in. A spin off of 
the parents group has been an every Friday Parents Hike! Let Pastor Amy know if you’d like 
to join and she will add you to the Facebook group where details are planned. 

 Let us not forget that our team of Stephen Ministers continues to meet weekly with 
their assigned care receivers. Most have moved to phone calls for their time together, with 
a few using video conferencing. Perhaps “these uncertain times” is the right time for you 
to answer the call to be a Stephen Minister walking with someone as they heal from crisis 
moment. A condensed two-week training is being offered this September outdoors and 
socially distanced.

 New ‘congregational engagement’ opportunities are always forming. Soon a group of 
United Methodists will begin to meet together at Aspen Pointe. They will use the previous 
weeks online worship service as a conversation starter and Pastor Amy will join the group via 
Zoom. 

 Last week the staff held our yearly fall planning retreat on the Christus Collegium 
lawn. Our location led us to realize what a great space it is for small groups to gather outside. 
A lawn gathering of a group whom sit near each other during the fall 8:30am worship service 
is in the works. Which begs the question, can Pastor Amy help you get a lawn gathering of 
people from church that you miss seeing organized too? 

 The new, and certainly difficult, 2020-2021 school year is right around the corner. 
As such, we are looking forward to hosting an evening outdoor social to show support for 
teachers, and better yet, a part of the event will be for our teachers to have an opportunity 
to show support for fellow educators from our new ministry partners in Fort Belknap. Email 
Rev. Amy for directions.

 If you are interested in learning more about any of these opportunities, please reach 
out to Pastor Amy. Text is best at (303) 884-6728, email is good, and I do receive voicemail 
from the church line even when not in the office. 

mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Supporting%20Educators%20Event
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Supporting%20Educators%20Event
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Congregation%20Engagement


 August Chimes Bozeman UMC - pg. 3

Upcoming Events: August

W
orship & D

evotion
W

orship & D
evotion

Youth Pizza in the Park
Sunday August 2 at 6pm, 

Emerson Field - Pizza & Games
Contact ann@bozemanumc.org

Youth Campout at Hyalite
Aug 9-10 or Aug 12-13 

Contact Ann with prefered date
ann@bozemanumc.org

Wednesday at 7pm 
Prayer Service, 

Scripture readings,
& Personal reflection

Aug 5-Living Waters parking lot
 Aug 12-Christus Collegium lawn 
 Aug 19-Living Water parking lot
 Aug 26-Christus Collegium lawn 

Bring a notebook, writing utensil, 
and a lawn chair. 

Contact amy@bozemanumc.org

BUMC Town Hall on Zoom
Sunday August 2 at 10:30am
www.bozemanumc.org/get-

connected-online

 August worship will focus on the Biblical narrative of Exodus! We all remember the 
stories of Moses leading God’s people from bondage to freedom. What are you held in 
bondage by? Where do you need freedom? Who in our society is living in oppression? 
The exodus story is still as relevant for our lives as it was millennia ago. Join us at 9:30am 
www.bozemanumc.org/live
 September worship will provide two opportunities for worship engagement, one 
online digital and one in-person contemplative. Watch for more communications about 
worship in September. 

Worship Preview for August & September

One-Day-Only Rummage Sale, 
August 15, 10am - 6pm

 Christus Collegium 
(714 S. 8th)

Donations should be dropped off on 
the lawn anytime between 

8 - 10am Aug 15th. 
All proceeds go to help support our 

active campus ministry. Youth Outdoor Movie Night
August 23 Time & Location TBD 
Contact ann@bozemanumc.org

“Night Before” Teacher Event 
August 6 at 7pm 

Location TBD 
Teachers Supporting Teachers in 

Hays/Lodge Pole Schools
Contact amy@bozemanumc.org

TNT Campus Ministry
Thursdays at 6pm

Welcome Back BBQ: Aug 20 at 6pm
First Program: Aug 27 at 6pm

Contact ann@bozemanumc.org

Stephen Ministry Training
August 31 - September 11

Contact amy@bozemanumc.org

mailto:Ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Youth%20Work%20Week
mailto:Ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Youth%20Work%20Week
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
http://www.bozemanumc.org/get-connected-online
http://www.bozemanumc.org/get-connected-online
http://www.bozemanumc.org/live
mailto:Ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Youth%20Work%20Week
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Night%20Before%20Teachers%20Event
mailto:Ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Youth%20Work%20Week
mailto:Amy@bozemanumc.org
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By Vickie Wilkinson
 Minneapolis Supply Drive: Taking donations thru Friday, August 7th. Complete needs list can 
be found at www.bozemanumc.org/service Items can be dropped off at the church (9am-1pm Mon-
Thurs) OR email Vickie at vwilkson@aol.com for front porch pick-up!  
 Stand up against Racism: Did you want to participate in recent protests but were concerned 
about being in a large group setting? Do you want your community to know where you stand in 
an era of social distancing? We have the answer for you! BUMC window posters (11”x17”) and 
car decals (4”x4”) are now available! Two ways you can get your 
own: Pick-up from the “garden box” at the Olive Street entrance 
to BUMC - OR- call the church office at 586-5413 and a Mission 
Team member will deliver to you! Supplies are limited so act fast! 
Posters and decals are free… if you want to help defray costs, 
$1.50 each covers cost. 
 Thank you BUMC for being part of our Racial Justice 
Movement. Racial Action Week challenged us to see and 
understand how racism is so deeply imbedded in our culture. It 
gave us the opportunity to make choices to economically support 
our BIPOC community. As people of faith, we made conscious 
efforts to support minority owned businesses and organizations 
in our area and around the country. We listened to music, watched 
movies, tuned in to new podcasts and read challenging books…
all by and about people of color. Knowledge is key to stamping 
out injustice.  We also wanted to support the next generation…to help them see their own worth in 
God’s eyes and to know our differences are what makes us all stronger. Many of you donated books 
and toys designed to acknowledge, affirm and encourage diversity for the Gathering Place Child 
Learning Center. And we are still taking donations for Minneapolis so we can be part of rebuilding 
a community ravaged by the violent effects of long-term racism. THANK YOU for participating and 
please let us know about your journey. 
 This is who we are as Methodists, as people of faith.  We open our eyes to the injustices 
around us, and then we move forward to enact change. Our goal is to continue being part of the 
answer… and we hope you will be fully on this journey with us.

By Betty Merta
 All around us, people are hurting. They are grieving, fighting chronic or 
terminal illnesses, losing jobs, facing the end of relationships and more. 
They feel lonely & isolated. Their suffering feels too much for them to bear. 
Stephen Ministers are trained, lay congregation members who provide 
one-to-one Christian care for those experiencing a difficult time in life. 
They have said 'Yes" to that pull - that call - to listen, care, encourage, and 
provide emotional and spiritual support to the hurting. 
 Could you be feeling that pull - that call - to become a Stephen Minister? 
We will be conducting a 50-hour training program in the afternoons from 
August 31 - September 11, and space is still available! 
 Contact Pastor Amy at 406-581-7206 to learn more about Stephen 
Ministry, or with questions.

Serve the Hurting with Stephen Ministry

BUMC/Living Waters STAND UP AGAINST RACISM T-shirts 
coming soon!  Check social media feeds and BUMC website for 

information on costs and ordering.



Education & Study
Education & Study
Campus Ministry Kicks Off this Fall Aug. 20th

 August Chimes Bozeman UMC - pg. 5

IT’S RUMMAGE SALE TIME, Saturday August 15th
Rummage Sale date:  Saturday, August 15, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm.

Drop off items for sale: Saturday, August 15, 8:00 am – 10:00 am
Rummage Sale location: Christus Collegium Yard, 714 S. 8th Ave

For more information, check 
out our webpage: 

tntmsu@weebly.com

By Ann Dickensheets
 Our campus ministry will open the new school year with a BBQ dinner at the Christus 
Collegium, Thursday, August 20, at 6 pm. Each year BUMC offers our young adults and MSU 
students a weekly meeting, featuring a homemade dinner, stimulating conversation, and plenty 
of fun and fellowship. Other opportunities include a weekly bible study, service projects, fall and 
winter retreats and a spring break mission trip.  We’re looking forward to an awesome year!
 If you would like to provide a meal for TNT, our Thursday night meetings, please contact 
Ann: ann@bozemanumc.org

By Ann Dickensheets
 Whether you are shopping or donating, we 
hope to see you at our ONE-DAY-ONLY sale, August 
15, on the lawn of the Christus Collegium (714 So 8th)! 
Donations should be dropped off at the Collegium 
any time between 8 and 10 on the 15th. The sale will 
be held the same day, from 10 – 6 pm. 

All proceeds go to help support our active campus 
ministry. Thank you for your support!

mailto:tntmsu@weebly.com
mailto:ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=


By Ann Dickensheets
 We’re gearing up for an exciting year at youth group, with a few key changes, as we strive to 
provide the safest environment for our youth.
• Youth group this fall will be held at our campus ministry building, the Christus Collegium, located 
at 714 S. 8th. The Christus has a large outside yard where we will hold our meetings until the cool 
weather and shorter days move us inside. The inside meeting area is also large and will provide 
ample room for social distancing. Masks will be worn by all participants when inside.
• Meeting time will be 6-7:30 on Sundays, beginning September 13.

 We are happy to have Abbie 
Thompson joining us this year! Abbie 
grew up in the Methodist church in 
Montana, worked as the conference 
youth and camp coordinator and 
most recently was the youth director 
at her church in Great Falls.

Any questions about program, safety 
or schedules? 

Contact Ann@bozemanumc.org

By Abbie Thompson
 Abbie is excited to be part of BUMC staff 
and has plans for a great fall! Abbie is currently 
studying  psychology at Arizona State online and will 
be pursuing a Master’s in Counseling at MSU, with 
hopes of ultimately earning a PhD in Psychology. 
She has spent her whole life working with young 
people and is eager to get to know all the new faces 
at BUMC.
 In the coming weeks, Abbie will be traveling 
around to deliver fun surprises to get to know our 
families and hear how BUMC can encourage, 
support, and help grow our young people through 
these weird and trying times. We will be looking for 
new ways to connect with each other and would 
love to have feedback on what is important for your 
family at this time. 
 Between our Sunday “Time for Children”, 
sharing fun christian education videos on the BUMC 
Kid Zone on Facebook, some snail mail from Abbie, 
monthly goodie boxes, our school supply and 
backpack blessings and other events, we hope to 
see you (safely socially distanced) to kick start the 
fall at our church.

You can reach Abbie at abbie@bozemanumc.orgEd
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Happy August from BUMC Children’s Ministry!

A Fresh Look for Fall Youth Group

Photo: Youth Group at BUMC 2019. 

Photo: Kellen and Kaden 
Jimmerson joined Abbie for a quick 
“Get to Know You” children’s time 

filming session in early July.

mailto:Ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
mailto:abbie%40bozemanumc.org?subject=Children%27s%20Ministry
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Photos (clockwise): Cavan Shoop, Abbie Thompson, Sienna Geddes, Carter Evans, 
Violet Pearcy, Ailis Shoop, Kenna Gaines, Mia Pearcy and Sadie Vail were some of the 

student volunteers.

By Ann Dickensheets
 In lieu of the youth mission trip to Calgary this summer, 23 of our youth participated in YOUTH 
WEEK, spending three days helping out some of our local nonprofit organizations. The youth worked 
for the Gallatin Valley Food Bank, Family Promise, the ReStore, the Belgrade Habitat build, the 
Christus Collegium and Sacks Thrift store. 
 In addition to the work, we also learned a lot about the organizations we worked for.  Did you 
know Sacks Thrift Store donates its profit to the Help Center?  And that all the of profit made from 
items sold at the ReStore go directly to the Habitat building project?  We also learned that, although 
food banks were originally intended to fill the gap when households were out of food and resources 
due to an emergency, emergency situations are now less than half of their customer base. They also 
serve the underemployed, households whose income does not stretch to cover food expenses, 
seasonally employed households, older adults living on fixed incomes, and households who are 
temporarily homeless.
 On Saturday, finished with our work, we headed to the mountains south of Butte to ride 
bikes, hike and camp, and to enjoy some relaxing time together. 
 Thank you to our volunteers Dusti Borsheim, Andrea Evans and Janet Kempff, who 

chaperoned during YOUTH WEEK!  We love our adult volunteers!

Summer Youth Mission Goes Local in July
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406-586-5413406-586-5413

www.bozemanumc.org@bozemanumc Bozeman UMC

Follow Us On Social Media

Photos from the post Youth Week Campout: Rev. Amy, Kaitlyn Landers, Kaya 
Crumrine, Ann Dickensheets, Cavan Shoop, Grace Simser, Sadie Vail, Caroline Reilly 

and Ailis Shoop enjoyed a bike ride near their campsite at Thompson Park.

Photo from the Gallatin Valley Food Bank Day: Tomas 
Evans, Christian Landers, Kaya Crumrine, Ben Curtis & 

Kaitlyn Landers volunteered at the Food Bank in early July.


