
B O Z E M A N  U N I T E D  
M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H   

( R E ) E N T R Y  
This (re)entry plan for worship and building use seeks to address 
the ways the world feels fractured while providing a safe place 

for God-connections. Ministry continues despite COVID, 
complications, guidelines, and change.  
The church is not closed, it is adapting. 




P A S T O R A L  L E T T E R   
Bozeman United Methodist Church, 

We lament the empty sanctuary. We find it impossible to preach to an 
empty room. We grieve we can’t be in the same room together. It feels 
like the church closed and no one asked us. Trust us when we say, 
nobody wants the church to open more than we do.  

We want to place bread in your hand and say your name. We want to 
hug you as your heart is breaking. We want to praise God with our 
spirits and our voices. And yet, we know coronavirus is highly 
contagious, transfers easily inside buildings, and affects people 
differently. We must be safe and protect one another as best we can.  
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This plan is our preparation to a variety of possible scenarios given guidance of the county health 
department, CDC, and Mountain Sky Annual Conference guidebook. We know many factors must be 
considered in order to return to the building; people over 65 and who have compromised immune-
systems, cleaning protocols, clarity about protocols concerning communal singing and masks, and 
protecting the children using our building. Please extend your thanks to Jennie Card and Dr. Robert 
Flaherty for helping to construct this plan.  

We know any return experience won’t feel like it used to, but we pray this helps you find community, 
togetherness, and faith for your life during these challenging times. In July, there will be three options for 
gathering in community: 

	 1) Online worship will continue (now and most likely always). 

	 2) House Churches will organize so you can gather in small groups of 10 or less.  

	 3) Worship in the sanctuary with specific expectations and limited numbers.  

Depending on your situation or risk-level, we anticipate these options will cover everyone in the 
community. Please discern the right decision for you and your family unit, and expect contact from the 
church clarifying your choice so we can begin organizing.  

The point of faith right now, in the midst of pandemic, in the midst of social unrest and injustice, is to be a 
community that is built on relationships. When life feels heavy and hard, this is why we gather. We know 
faith has an impact on our emotional and physical health. Our mission is to extend the love of Jesus Christ 
to one another and the world, through new and traditional methods. We hope you will choose one of the 
opportunities for ministry engagement in July.  

If you have any questions, please let us know.  

Rev. Eric Strader & Rev. Amy Strader 



The timeline for entering the building, both administratively for staff and ministerially for the congregation 
will take weeks and months. Please be patient as this timeline is implemented in a way that allows for 
safety of all who use the building. We will communicate when changes happen or if adjustments are 
made. The (re)entry plan is evaluated every month given the context of Bozeman, COVID spikes, and 
ministry needs. 


Remember to please stay home if you are sick or have a fever. All meetings should practice social 
distancing protocols; six feet of distance, wear masks, and reduce contact. 


Watch for these events coming in the fall:  


155th Anniversary Celebration 


Easter in September! 


UMCOR One Great Hour of Sharing on Sept. 13th. 




B U I L D I N G  
E N T R A N C E S  
Despite restrictions, BUMC will be a busy 
building this summer, which is both exciting 
and also presents some unique challenges. 
Thus, in an effort to mitigate cross-
contamination of doors and building space 
each entrance to the building will have a 
specific population. 


The Gathering Place will have a phased 
opening adding children each week through 
the month of June until full capacity of 56 is 
reached on July 1st. 


A renewed partnership with the YMCA will 
offer more camp space for school-age kids in 
the Gallatin Valley. YMCA will be liable for 
disinfectant protocols and will meet in the 
basement with clear separation from the child 
learning center. 
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ALLEY 
ENTRANCE 

  

 

Gathering Place 
staff and families. 

Closed on 
Sundays.  

WILLSON 
ENTRANCE  

 

YMCA staff. 
Closed on 
Sundays.  

OLIVE  
ENTRANCE  

 

Parishioners, staff, 
and visitors.  Open 

on Sundays. 



C L E A N I N G  
P O L I C I E S   

The church custodian will be cleaning 
the building daily, however, each 

group will need to be responsible for 
cleaning after room use. Each room 

has a cleaning solution, with 
instructions on the bottle. 

If you come to a room or restroom 
and the custodian is cleaning, please 
respect the priority of sanitizing and 

building hygiene for others.

We will be using two disinfectants for 
the building. The first is a spray 

bottle for small surfaces and groups, 
the secondary is an electrostatic 

system for larger spaces. 

It may seem our procedures and 
policies are stricter than other 

organizations. The church must first 
serve the vulnerable and with 100+ 

children in the building each day, we 
must be attentive to cleaning. 

Further, churches are a high risk 
location, thus we will work to mitigate 

transmission.
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Building 
 Procedures 

STAY HOME

If you have a fever or are sick, stay
home and away from church. We will

not be checking your temperature and
trust you to monitor yourself. 

STAFF 

Staff telework will continue part-time
through June. All meetings should

practice social distancing. Staff will
work at their desk areas. 

SMALL GROUP PROTOCOLS

Small groups can meet in the building
July 1, with proper social distancing. All
children and youth will be asked to sign

a liability waiver. 

CLEANING 

The church custodian will clean the
building daily, however, each group is

asked to spray desks, tables, areas after
use. 

RESTROOM USE

Restrooms should be limited to one-
person at a time. Restroom will be

cleaned daily. 
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Stay home if there is any indication of a fever or minor cold
symptoms. 
Vulnerable populations are encouraged to stay at home.
Funerals will follow the same worship policies. 
Pews will be roped off to provide social distancing. 
Worship will be limited to 50 individuals. 

These worship policies are effective for July 2020 and evaluated
monthly. 

Communion will be offered through
an all-in-one element container.
These will be handed out at the

beginning of worship from an usher.  
Communion will be offered every

week. 

COMMUNION BAPTISMS

WORSHIP POLICIES 

PASSING OF THE
PEACE

OFFERING
COLLECTION

ATTENDANCE CHILDREN

SINGING POST CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP

MASKS 

Baptisms will be offered athrough
sprinkling water on those seeking

the sacrament of belonging. 

There will be no passing of the
peace. You are encouraged to avoid

social contact during this time. 

The offering plates will not be
passed. An offering box will be

available. Don't' forget online giving
options.   

Please wait outside along the Olive
Street sidewalk to enter the building

and be checked-in by an usher. 
 Upon entering the building use hand

sanitizer. Plan for an extra 10
minutes to enter the facility.

The nursery will be unavailable in
July. The prayground will be closed

indefinitely. Children's time will
continue to be a filmed engagement.

According to the data we have
reviewed, singing is a great risk.

However, paired with our context we
have concluded singing with a mask

or humming is acceptable at this
time. Please mask if you sing. 

Please exit the pew as indicated
by an usher. Maintain social
distancing as you leave the

space.There will be no food or
coffee offered at this time.

Following the service, you are
invited to gather on the sidewalk

outside for conversation.  
 Updated June 10, 2020

You are encouraged to wear a mask
and protect others around you.

Masks will be available if you need
one and will be sanitized each week. 



DIGITAL WORSHIP 
COMMNITY  
Are you a vulnerable person 
and need to stay 
quarantined during this 
time? The online digital 
community will continue to 
be offered via Facebook and 
Youtube. In July, we will 
also add a zoom small 
group meeting to create 
community connection. 


HOUSE CHURCHES 
Would you like to gather 
with some family or friends, 
but aren’t quite ready for 
sanctuary worship? We will 
organize groups into house 

churches of your choosing 
or connected by 
neighborhood. These 
groups can worship at 
anytime and are not limited 
to Sunday morning. 


IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
Are you ready and willing to 
come back to the 
sanctuary? We will be 
providing worship for 50 
individuals in July and 
100-200 in August, 
depending on a host of 
factors. You will be directed 
to a Breeze sign-up in future 
weeks to attend worship in 
a reservation style process. 
Please watch your weekly 

emails for sign-ups and as 
plans are updated each 
month. 


VOLUNTEERS!!   
Volunteers are critical to 
meeting our mission with 
new methods. We cannot 
offer each of these without 
you! 


If you would be willing to be 
part of an usher team 
preparing the worship 
space, please email 
allie@bozemanumc.org If 
you would like to be part of 
a small group leadership, 
email 
amy@bozemanumc.org. 
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C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  I N  J U L Y    
Recognizing we are not all in the same place means shifting the methods of ministry to engage 
across a diverse population. YOU can help us out by discerning which community works for you 
and emailing Rev. Amy your preference for engagement, amy@bozemanucm.org 



BOZEMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
121 S. Willson St.  
Bozeman, MT 59715 
406-586-5413 
bozemanumc.org 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT (RE)ENTRY! 


