
Where is this Train Going? Where is this Train Going? 



Literally, Where Is Worship Headed?
 As businesses and organizations begin to open up in the Gallatin Valley, Bozeman United 
Methodist Church is also putting into place a plan for (re)entry into the faith community. A big thanks 
to the Leadership Board for faithful conversations on a safe, sensible, and multifaceted approach to 
engage all of our community; and specifically, Jennie Card and. Dr. Bob Flaherty for co-creating our 
protocols. We recognize some are desiring to be together in community connection, while others will 
avoid the church for months going forward, thus our approach seeks to engage all.
 During the month of June, with the added opportunity for fellowship and discussion of the 
sermon after, we will continue to worship online. A huge bonus of this style, which will continue, is 
that if you are not able to tune in Sundays at 9:30 am you can still worship at anytime throughout 
the week via Facebook or Youtube. In partnership with Vacation Bible School, we will incorporate 
children and youth in worship leadership and with our puppets!!
 In July, we hope to begin three ways to be in worship together: 
 *Online worship and the post Zoom small groups will continue to be offered
 *House gatherings will be an option on Sunday morning, as well as other times throughout  
 the week. 
 * We will open the church building for worship, gradually increasing both numbers and   
 service options to meet social distancing requirements.
 Watch for detailed information later this month about how to sign-up for what feels right for 
your family. All this is to say, depending on spikes and spreads, these options can be adjusted and 
scaled back at any moment.
 Through it all, here is the most important aspect of our (re)entry plan. We will put as many safe 
guards and protocols into place as we sensibly and reasonably can, but you are responsible for you. 
Just as if the roads were covered with ice on a Sunday morning and you chose to stay at home, we 
invite you to consider the same approach to worship this summer.
 For some the novelty of worshipping and connecting via technology is either waning or has 
worn off a long time ago (if it was ever present to begin with). Given this new reality, we encourage 
you to great creative.  Invite a few friends to worship with you on your back deck. Look up and study 
the scripture before the service.  Even if you feel silly, sing those hymns with gusto. Take notes during 
the sermon. The more you personally take responsibility, the more meaningful it will be.
 The book of Hebrews was written to encourage Christians and to warn them not to abandon 
their faith in Christ. Chapter 10: 24-25 says, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another.” While the writer didn’t know what “meeting together” would look like for us today, the point 
still stands. 
 We aren’t together in the ways we are used to or we prefer, but we must continue to encourage 
one another in all the ways we can. By doing so may we hold tightly to our ability to be at the center 
of God’s kingdom coming here.
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Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregational 
& Community Engagement

June 2020: Where Is This Train Goin’?

Building Updates and Investments

Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

By Rev. Eric Strader
 This time is a unique opportunity given fewer people in the building to work on some light 
renovations with minimal interruptions to our ministry and facility use. We have repainted the 
basement, replaced all the light fixtures with LED lights, and in June will be updating the outside 
landscaping and repainting the exterior of the Annex. 
 These projects are paid for out of our building maintenance fund, which is money designated 
to update and renovate large scale projects within the building. Thank you for your many years of 
giving faithfully to this fund which allows the Trustees to take care of the property.
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Upcoming Events... June, July & August

Coming Soon: Pandemic Art Show 
Has sheltering at home brought out your creative side? 

Have you been quilting, sewing, knitting, painting, building, 
card-making, origami, photographing, tying flies? The 

BUMC Mission Team needs you! Donate your spectacular 
works of art… or newly found talents in art… to our show! 

More information coming soon…so get creating!!
Annual Conference, June 19 & 20

Shortened to a Digital version www.mtnskyumc.org

Youth Group “Mission Bozeman”
A Fun Summer Service Week - July 6-10

Contact: ann@bozemanumc.org
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This is a time with so much wait and see. And yet, we all want to put plans into place for our summer 
lives. At the date of this publication (meaning things can always change) here is what we know.

VBS 2020, June 22-26
See Page 4 for more details!

We are excited to announce some shifts coming this summer to the staff at Bozeman UMC!

Alison Skillman will transition out of her role as children’s coordinator and worship song leader when 
she joins Living Waters United Methodist as the appointed pastor. This is a joint partnership between 
LWUMC and BUMC as we collaborate as Methodists in the Gallatin Valley working together on 
missions and offering hope. 

Ann Dickensheets will continue her role as Youth & Campus Coordinator, while adding Music song 
leader & coordinator for the traditional worship service. 

We welcome Abbie Thompson to the church staff in a variety of roles. Abbie will coordinate children’s 
ministry, lead programming with youth & campus ministry, as well as offer her skills on the guitar with 
worship. Abbie comes to us most recently from Great Falls where she successfully built a youth group 
from the ground up, and prior to that was the coordinator of Conference Young People’s ministry for 
the legacy Yellowstone Conference. Abbie has a passion for empowering young people and a focus 
on building health relationships that model the life of Jesus Christ. 

All Aboard: Staff Changes starting Summer 2020

Cultural Connection Tours
Want to travel around the world from your living room? Learn about 
the cultures and people of BUMC Mission partners? Then buckle 

up, hold on and get ready to ZOOM to exotic places. There is 
something for everyone on our Cultural Connection Tours. 
First Connection scheduled for: Sunday, June 14

Save the date: Annual BUMC Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, Aug. 16 from 3pm – 5pm at Christus Collegium! 

It’s tradition, games, friends and YUMMY YUMMY frozen 
treats all in one place! The ice cream is free but any and all 

donations go to support BUMC Missions! 

Confirmation Recognition Sunday, May 31
Join us on Facebook Live or later on YouTube for a special 
recognition of 27 confirmands. www.bozemanumc.org/live

Alison Skillman Ann Dickensheets Abbie Thompson

http://www.mtnskyumc.org
mailto:ann%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
http://www.bozemanumc.org/live
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Follow Us On Social Media

We hope you can join us on the Rocky 
Railway this summer for a new kind of 

Vacation Bible School! We are going digital 
to keep everyone safe, but maintain all the 
fun VBS brings us every summer! And we 

still need volunteers!

Important Information!
• VBS will still be Monday, June 22 through 
Friday, June 26
• VBS will NOT be congregating at the churches, 
instead we will create online materials that families 
can participate in together. This information will 
be provided to those who have registered closer 
to VBS. 
• Supply pick up day will be Sunday, June 21 and 
will be located at Bozeman United Methodist 
Church. 
• All Adult volunteers are required to have a 
background check. 
• Adult volunteers are encouraged not to 
participate if they are in high risk categories or 
are experiencing COVID symptoms.

How Can YOU Participate?

CHILDREN can participate in two ways!
1.Families can participate in VBS at their own homes. 
This would include the family member who wants to lead 
their children in the activities provided and any children in 
the home who want to participate. 
2. Children can attend a House VBS* where a small group 
of children would meet at a volunteer’s home with a youth 
assistant and participate in the VBS activities. 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS needed to lead a House VBS in 
their homes! This would include children (a group of 8 or 
fewer) to come to your home and participate in fun VBS 
activities*

YOUTH ASSISTANTS can participate in two ways!
1.Youth assistants will help lead a wrap up video chat 
for children who are participating in VBS at their own 
homes*.
2.Youth assistants can participate in a House VBS at an 
Adult Volunteer’s home to help lead on site activities. 

*Please note the VBS Team is working on sanitization measures 
for House VBS (such as hand sanitizing and taking a temperature 
before entry in the home)

How To Register and Fees
VBS Registration is online now. All fees will be staying the same so we can afford supplies, t-shirts, 
and some goodies for this kids!
- $25 for the first child 
- $10 for additional children 
- Family will pay no more than $45 
All Registration links are at www.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-school-2020

Please direct all questions about Vacation Bible School to Alison Skillman alison@bozemanumc.org

Downtown Bozeman Eccumenical VBS 2020 is Going Digital

http://www.facebook.com/bozemanumc
http://www.instagram.com/bozemanumc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKNntk2TSkQnodnI4eh7pGw/
http://www.bozemanumc.org/vacation-bible-school-2020
mailto:alison%40bozemanumc.org?subject=

