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Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregational 
& Community Engagement

Didn’t See That Coming...

Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

 The COVID-19 pandemic was not something we could have 
seen coming. None of us could have imagined the ways shopping, 
technology, church without a building, or long hair would affect 
us. The last month has been a colossal surprise.  What is a faithful 
response when we are surprised by challenges and blessings? 
How do we guard our hearts and our hopes against cynicism, 
arrogance, pride? What have we learned about our own character 
and our own needs during this time? This is an important time to 
assert who we are and continue to be as Methodists in the Gallatin 
Valley. 

 Worship will continue to be live-streamed throughout May, 
with the intent of some return to the building in June. Beginning 
May 24 we will roll out discipleship groups that will provide an 
opportunity for smaller group gatherings before returning to the 
church, as well as continued connection and outreach. This will be 
a slow process, with careful intentionality, to create new ways to 
be church, while at the same time ensuring our identity as a church 
located at Wilson and Olive. Watch for an email or call from the 
Discipleship Team about how you can be a part of this.

Sunday Worship: Going the Digital Distance

Photo: Sarah Kisthart womans the cameras 
and the sound on Sunday Mornings.

Photo: Rev. Eric & Alison Skillman prepare for worship 
while Allie Zanieri Hale & Janna Lauver run post production 

behind the scenes.
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Upcoming Events... What’s Postponed?

Graduation Celebration
July during Worship

Confirmation Recognition 
May 31 (full celebration TBD) 

Grand Easter Celebration
June 

Annual Conference 
Shortened to a Digital version 

June 19 & 20 
155th Anniversary Celebration 

Postponed until Fall 2020

Youth Mission Trip 
Summer 2020

Decision pending
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Join us on Online!
6:00-6:30—Order out locally and then have dinner with your 
church family on Zoom*
6:30-7:30—Two new ways to connect. 
Go to www.bozemanumc.org/get-connected-online

“Yes, I am a Bible-believing Christian.”—Led by Rev. Eric
 Believe it or not, Rev. Eric have been accused of not believing in the Bible.  Scripture is 
more than literalism or mythology, the Bible is a living text, and how we interpret it impacts how it 
gets applied in our life and church. Join us for an approach to the Bible for the 21st Century world! 
Readings will be available on the Monday before in the church engagement email. 

“Finding God In the Pandemic: Prayer Practices for Scary Times and Always”
—Led by Brenda Anderson-Baker

 Giving new life to ancient prayer practices, like contemplative prayer and the Jesuit Daily 
Examen, this class gives you the chance to learn new ways to connect with the divine when all you 
feel is disconnected.  We will learn the practices and then have a week to try them on in our daily 
lives.

*Feel free to eat together even if you don’t plan to attend a class, and vice-a-versa

 This is a time with so much wait and see. And yet, we all want to put plans into place for our 
summer lives. At the date of this publication (meaning things can always change) here is what we 
know.

General Conference
Rescheduled for September 2021

VBS 2020, June 22-26
(See Page 6)

One Great Hour of Sharing 
(UMCOR support)

Postponed until Fall 2020 

Youth Group Grad Night
May 3rd on Zoom

5th Grade Fly Up to Youth Group
May 10th on Zoom

Final Youth Group of the Year
May 17th on Zoom

WOW Toy Sale - Rescheduled for Fall 2020

mailto:www.bozemanumc.org/get-connected-online?subject=
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By Alison Skillman
 Since we have not been able to be physically together for WOW, Alison has been 
creating challenges for children to do every week that focus on supporting others or 
supporting themselves. Every Monday, in our private BUMC Kid’s Facebook group, she 
posts the challenge video for the week. On Wednesdays, Alison posts her contribution to the 
challenge and other families can post how they participated in the comments! 

Here are the challenges so far so you can participate in them too! 
Week 1: Chalk your walk with a sign of hope for your community.
Week 2: Create a gratitude calendar. Write something you are grateful for everyday!
Week 3: Gratitude Scavenger Hunt!
Week 4: Make a sign of thanks to put in your window.
Week 5: Go on a walk/hike/bikeride and find something in nature that surprises you!

 We would love to see you participating in our WOW Weekly Challenges! You can 
post those pictures to our BUMC Kids Zone’s Facebook page or email Alison alison@
bozemanumc.org.

By Alison Skillman
 Beginning in March, Allie Zaneri-Hale and Alison Skillman created a YouTube series 
called “The Kids Table” to teach Sunday school for our Pre-K thru 5th graders to participate 
in from home. Every week we try to do something different to keep the videos engaging for 
the children and try to give adults a good laugh too! So far we have focused on the following 
topics…

Episode 1: Holy Thursday and Love Feasts 
Episode 2: The Resurrection Story: a Dramatic Reenactment
Episode 3: Showing Gratitude for Our Community: Church Dash
Episode 4: Showing Gratitude to Our Church Family: Singing
Episode 5: Showing Gratitude to Our Families: Cooking 
Episode 6: Showing Gratitude for Ourselves: Selfcare

 Let us know if you are watching these videos by commenting! Also, if you participate 
in any of the activities, we would love to see pictures or videos. You can post them to our 
BUMC Kid’s page or email Alison alison@bozemanumc.org.

Welcome to the Kid’s Table: Connect with YouTube!

Photo Left: Peyton Lauver completes 1st WOW Challgenge
Photo Center: Jack & Caroline How particpate in The Kids Table Communion

Photo Right: Video preparations for “The Kids Table” takes teamwork

mailto:alison%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
mailto:alison%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
mailto:alison%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
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By Ann Dickensheets
 Finding ways for our youth and college students to stay connected to the church 
and to one another in our new, shelter-at-home reality, has never been more important. The 
youth, like many of us, are feeling isolated and lonely, and meeting with their friends via 
online zoom meetings each Sunday, from 7 – 8 pm, has been a great gift! Youth can pick up 
supplies from a box outside the church, or find alternatives in their homes, for some silly fun, 
and they enjoy conversations in the large group or in small group breakout sessions.   
On May 3, we will be celebrating our graduating seniors, and on May 10 we will be hosting 
our 5th graders at youth group! Our final spring youth group will be on May 17. Stay tuned 
for updates on our summer mission trip and other summer fun.
 On Sundays, confirmation, with Pastor Amy, continues to meet on Sundays at 4:45. 
TNT, our campus ministry group, continues to meet each week, via an online, Thursday 
night zoom meeting, bringing together MSU students who are now scattered around the 
country! Hunkered down with their online classes, the weekly meetings allow our students 
to feel a part of their BUMC campus ministry, wherever they may be. 
 Several of our youth and college student have volunteered to shop and deliver items 
for our Church-Dash program; others are baking and writing cards of encouragement. As 
the weeks of confinement stretch on, we continue to look for new opportunities for our 
young people to stay connected with our BUMC community!

Students Staying Connected in a Disconnected World

Photo Left: Kenna Gaines Scavenger find 
Photo Bottom: Mia Pearcy’s Scavenger find 
Photo Center Right: Sellers Shockely gets 

cozy at home.
Photo Far Right: Carter Evans multitasks 

during Zoom Call.

Photo Far Left: TNT gathers 
for the innagural ZOOM call at 

the end of March.
Photo Left: Students each 
brought their own snacks.

Photo Below: A TNT reinactment 
of The Last Supper on Zoom,
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 VBS is still happening this year! However, it will be looking quite 
different than in years past. Here are some things to know about the 
new VBS model we are implementing: 

1) VBS will still be Monday, June 22- Friday, June 26. 
2) VBS will NOT be congregating at the churches, instead we will create 
online materials that families can participate in together.
3) There will be a daily “check in” time and families will be able to pick up daily packets at BUMC 
to take home. These packets will include craft supplies, games, and other materials.
4) We are still in need of youth assistants and adult volunteers to be a part of this experience, 
more details to come on this later.
5) This is still an ecumenical effort, and all of our participating downtown churches will be making 
interactive videos throughout the week. 

 Our downtown VBS Team is still in the planning stages of this new model. Because 
of these changes, we are keeping registration open BUT we are taking payment off for the 
time being. We will turn payment methods back on when we have made more concrete 
decisions on registration costs. We are exploring a few house sites for children whose 
parents are not able to lead VBS at home. We will keep you updated as we know more. 
Please keep the VBS Team in your prayers at this time. If you have questions, please email 
Alison alison@bozemanumc.org with questions that arise. 

By Katie Daughenbaugh, Bozeman Health Board Chair
 There are six dedicated individuals from Bozeman United Methodist Church who 
serve on the Bozeman Health Board of Directors. These include Don Beeman, Kerri Brown, 
Kerry Petitt, John How, Rev. Amy Strader, and myself. Serving both the church and the 
community in this capacity is complicated during uncomplicated times. As you can imagine, 
doing so during times of pandemic feels monumental.
 What can a Healthcare Board do in critical times such as these? At the moment, 
our role is focused and clear: make sure the organization has the financial and leadership 
resources it needs to care for our workforce and the community, then get out of the way! In 
the coming months and years the Board will be tasked with dealing with the repercussions 
the pandemic has forced on Bozeman Health. These will include big decisions in terms of 
finances, workforce, services, strategy, and more. In a way, these are the same decisions we 
in our community will be making in the years to come for our personal lives and businesses.
 What can you do? Pray for the leaders and workforce of Bozeman Health, as we 
will need wisdom, fortitude, endurance, and compassion. Pray for our community as a 
whole, as we will need the same. I thank this congregation and the Mountain Sky Annual 
Conference, including Bishop Karen Oliveto, for your dedication to the mission of Bozeman 
Health: to improve community health and quality of life. Onward!

An Update from Bozeman Health

Future of Vacation Bible School 2020

pg. 6 - May Chimes Bozeman UMC
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By Betty Merta
 Since the middle of March, things have been hard. Over the last month, I’ve struggled 
with feeling isolated and alone. I miss the easy, natural interaction with friends. I miss hugs. 
I wonder if my mask is good enough when I walk into a grocery store, down a crowded 
sidewalk or trail. I worry about the survival of healthcare workers, first responders and 
people with mental health issues – about the implications of COVID-19 to the critically ill. I 
think about those who are missing school, and worry about the long-term consequences 
for them and their families. There are no easy answers.
 This morning, I remembered The Beatles’ “Let it Be”.  Paul McCartney’s lyrics about 
his mother, Mary, and her faithfulness to him, spoke to me: “When I find myself in times of 
trouble Mother Mary comes to me Speaking words of wisdom Let it be… And in my hour 
of darkness She is standing right in front of me Speaking words of wisdom… And when 
the night is cloudy There is still a light that shines on me Shine until tomorrow Let it be…” 
Stephen Ministers at Bozeman United Methodist Church are here “in times of trouble… 
darkness… when the night is cloudy…” We provide one-on-one lay Christian care to the 
hurting. We listen, encourage people to feel and express their feelings, share God’s words 
of wisdom, pray and shine the light of God’s steadfast love for them. 
 If you are hurting, let us know. Send an email to stephenministry@bozemanumc.org, 
or talk to me or any of the Stephen Leaders: Tanya Reinhardt, Fred Cornelious or Pastor 
Amy. “There will be an answer... Let it Be”

Stephen Ministry: Sometimes We Have to “Let it Be”

Click to Listen: “Let it Be”

“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts.” - Acts 2:46
 It’s going to be a long while before it is safe for a large group to gather in the 
sanctuary. So, beginning on Memorial Day weekend, we are going back to our ancient 
roots of gathering together in small groups for worship and fellowship.
 House Church will sort our worshipping community into small groups that are 
invited to worship together using either the livestream Sunday at 9:30 a.m. or by using 
Youtube, groups could meet at another time during the week. Last summer, many enjoyed 
worshipping on Wednesday nights.
 Would you be willing to co-host a group? We hope to have 30 groups, so we 
need close to 60 volunteers. Co-host responsibilities include:

1) Decide where the group will meet—A home, backyard, park shelter, and a few groups 
can be in different locations at the church 
2) Invite others to join the group—Some natural groups like Bible Study or choirs already 
exist, these are great starting places to form a group.
3) Facilitate a time for group members to share joys and concerns while together 
4) Report attendance. 

 Remember, groups will be small (10 to 15 people), won’t start until the 4th weekend 
in May, and Rev. Amy will be there to help you every step of the way. Please email 
amy@bozemanumc.org or text (303-884-6728) to volunteer or express interest and ask 
questions.

Coming “Home” in Late May

mailto:stephenministry%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDYfEBY9NM4
mailto:amy%40bozemanumc.org?subject=
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EARTH CARE CORNER: Concentrate on Cleanings
By Janet Kempff
 Everyone is doing a lot of cleaning these days to stay safe and 
healthy.  Next time you are shopping for cleaning supplies, consider 
getting the ‘concentrated’ version. 
 Remember to keep your old empty bottle to mix the new 
solution into. You will save money, save packaging (smaller bottle 
for same amount of cleaning power) and save transportation fuel 
(less hauling of extra water weight). 

Those are all goals worth concentrating on!

By Alison Skillman
 In March the WOW Team was able to break the barriers of the church walls and 
participated in different activities in downtown Bozeman. First, the children made affirmation 
rocks.The children wrote encouraging messages like “God loves YOU,” “You are beautiful, 
“You are loved,” and so many more. Then we divided into groups and hid the rocks all 
around downtown for people to find and have an encouraging message! 
 A week later WOW headed to the Bozeman Public Library. Here we exemplified how 
to love our neighbor. The children started off by disinfecting toys that are well loved in the 
kids zone of the library. Then we played a fun game of follow-the-leader to get to the next 
project! The children split up into three groups to disinfect books, sort crayons, and wash 
donated legos!
 The WOW Team is a group of incredible young people who want to do what they can 
to make a positive impact in the world. And they are not just going to change the world, they 
ARE changing the world with all the good they do in all the ways they can. 

WOW Team: Kids Serving Others in Bozeman

Photo Left: Pierce Sumerhill and Addie Pohl work on disinfecting toys at the Bozeman Public Library in March.
Photo Center: Vickie Wilkinson helps grandson Asher wash and rinse toys and later cleaned books.

Photo Right: Caroline Reilly washes toys as a part of the cleanup work at the Library.
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Mission Leader Spotlight: John Wilkinson
By Vickie Wilkinson
 The world outside my window is scary right now. There is a virus circulating and we 
don’t know where it is at any given moment. I want to stay inside where it is warm and safe, 
and I want my family with me. This is a reflection of the cocoon we often want to adopt 
in living the Christian life. We want to be safe, to live our life the same as always. What 
changes that? Is that reality? Is that what Christ calls us to?
 Last month, we talked about the rocks that stand in the way from being totally 
devoted followers of Christ. Pastor Eric  showed how the rocks of judgement, punishment, 
temptation and death keep us from moving forward, and throw barriers up to others who 
may be interested in joining our church community. Are our everyday rocks any different? 
Where do they rise up when we least expect it? Particularly in achieving our mission priority… 
being the church in the world at large. 
 To find out, and because I intimately know his real struggles with rocks that have 
broken others, I talked to my husband John. John is 80 years young and still going strong. 
He could most certainly, at this point, spend his days playing golf, traveling, whatever… 
resting on the fact he has done more good things for Christ in this world than most people. 
But he doesn’t. Right now he is a Confirmation Mentor to a young teen he is excited to 
know, he serves on the Mission Team and Education Team, and runs the Wilkinson Family 
Foundation, which supports educational initiatives in Central America, primarily El Salvador. 
He is not resting on his laurels. This is our conversation on how to keep tossing aside those 
rocks and staying focused on the goal.
You grew up in church. Is that where you learned about missions? Yes, we were 
taught about missionaries and those on furlough in the States would come visit our church 
occasionally. They told us how important it was to think of others, and encouraged us to 
consider becoming missionaries ourselves.
Did you think about a career in missions? (Laughing) Well, I was pretty selfish. I’m still 
pretty selfish. So, no, not really.
What changed for you? Well, I would still go to church occasionally, take my kids. And 
over time, the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 became more and more 

real to me. How our hearts are revealed 
by the actions we take. Then I went 
with a pastor to help in the Watts 
neighborhood after the Rodney King 
riots. And shortly after that we travelled 
to South Africa and worked in villages 
where water wells were so dry it would 
take an hour of pumping to fill one cup. 
And yet the people were cheerful and 
hopeful and full of faith in God.
What was the hardest rock you have 
had to roll away to serve God? The 
death of my daughter Susan in 2004. 
She died of cancer. I had always been 
taught that God would give us the good 

“Missions” Continued on Page 10Photo: John Wilkinson with students in El Salvador
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By Sally McConnell
 April was the month I was to share with the UMW Noon Luncheon group about 
the women of Angola. Instead I will share how the COVID 19 pandemic is affecting our 
missionaries in Angola and the people they serve, and how the pastors we help support are 
helping their communities.
 Some of the pastors have been meeting with church and village leaders teaching 
about good hand washing practices and its importance. Most people do not have running 
water in their homes, so pastors are teaching people how to build ‘tippy taps’. “Tippy 
Taps” are simple and economical hand-washing stations, made with commonly available 
materials and not dependent on a piped water supply. 
 It is harvest time in Angola. Rev. Andre Cassule, a pastor who visited Montana a 
few years ago, writes that he is harvesting his garden and sharing with needy people in his 
congregation. As he is able, he is providing medicine as well. 
 Kutela Katembo, the agriculturalist missionary at Quessua Methodist Mission shared 
this: “The government has declared a lockdown where no activities are to take place 
including church services.  Roads are blocked by the police so that no one moves from 
one place to another unless for any emergency like buying drugs or food. It’s really hard 
for people who live on a daily basis by selling some 
goods in order to have something to eat. I cannot hold 
any seminars or trainings. Happily, with the help of 
villagers we harvested a lot of maize and beans before 
the lockdown.”
 Ken Koome, the missionary financial officer for 
the East Angola Conference, has received a $10,000 
grant from UMCOR to provide communities with 
materials like water jugs, basins, soap and rope for 
tippy taps and other related materials. He faces a 
challenge finding and accessing the materials.

Effect of Global Pandemic on Ministry Partners in Angola

desires of our heart if we were earnest in our prayers. We had people all over the world 
praying for Susan, and yet she still died. I was very angry and very hurt. I prayed to God to 
save her and it seemed He didn’t care. It took me a very long time to come to terms with my 
not so good understanding of the power of prayer. And when my son, Kevin, also died of 
cancer 6 years later, I was jaded and really didn’t expect God to hear my prayers. 
And how did you decide not to be angry at God anymore? To roll away that stone? I 
was asked to go on a mission trip to El Salvador. There I met and talked to parents, mostly 
mothers, who lost their children and their husbands to gang violence. The deeper I listened 
to their hurting hearts, the more I understood my own grief. I realized I could still make a 
difference but I had to be out in the world again.
So what would you tell others who are facing a barrier to becoming involved in the 
church? To do missions in the world? You have to take responsibility when you see a 
need in front of you. I was stuck in “the church will take care of that” mode and then I would 
notice a month later the need was still there. I had to accept that I am the church. If I saw 
the need, it was up to me to address it… not the pastors or the staff or other people. If we 
all do that, then imagine the change for good that can happen in the world. You just need to 
be willing to speak out and do stuff.

“Missions” continued from Page 9

Photo Above: Spring Maize Harvest
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UMW: Making God Time out of an Odd Time
By Martha Hendricks 
 The Bozeman United Methodist Women are still reaching out in this, indeed, odd 
time. It is still a God time and the Church is alive and well. Our local UMW sent $1,623 to 
the wider UMW organization to support missions in the U.S. and around the world.  Money 
collected from members included annual pledges, and special offerings such as the World 
Thank Offering, Call to Prayer and Self Denial, and Gifts in Memory as memorials honoring 
our beloved members Lois Adams, Marilyn Hayenga, and Gloria Theisen. 
 Our circles have not met in March or in April, but that does not mean that we are idle. 
Staying connected is still possible. 
 The Newly Retired Group has shared their experiences though email. Jackie 
Montgomery says, “We’ve been reading chapters in ‘Sinning Like a Christian: A New Look at 
the Seven Deadly Sins’ by William H. Willimon. We explored “Pride” and “Envy” individually 
and may feel a bit of the next sin, “Anger” (or frustration) if we cannot meet in May. As with 
other groups, we agree being careful of ourselves and others is most important, so we pray 
for each other and live in hope of gathering again soon.”
 Miriam-Ruth Circle members are chatting by phone. It is comforting to know that 
even if not face to face, we can still hear the voices of our friends and sisters in Christ.
Members of the Inkspots Card Making Group made cards at their own homes and these 
were collected to continue the church card ministry. 
 The Noon Luncheon Group is collecting personal updates from members. The 
planned program for April was a presentation on the Women of Angola by Sally McConnell. 
Instead, Sally shared with us an update on on the previous page about what is happening 
in Angola right now as they face the Covid-19 pandemic. Some of the pictures she was to 
share with us can be seen below. 
 As the status of meetings for May is uncertain, watch for updates in the regular Blast 
email communications as those updates become available.

Nothing says it better than 3 John 1:14 
“For I hope to see you soon, and then we will talk face to face.”

Photos Left and Above: Several makeshift “Tippy Taps” or handwashing 
stations set up by pastors in Angolan villages.
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