
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

April 24, 2020 
 

Bozeman United Methodist Church, 
 
I hope in the midst of these chaotic weeks you are finding hope in the valley and faith for the 
mountains. I pray you have found your way to worship online and are aware of the myriad of 
opportunities available for connection. You are not alone during this time, be gentle with your 
soul and let us know how we can support your journey.  
 
This week the Governor of Montana put in place a phased plan to release us from the shelter-at-
home order.  This phased release does not allow all of us to return to the sanctuary until Phase 3. 
In adhering to the Governor’s order, and Bishop Oliveto’s recommendation, and believing we 
are called to care for the vulnerable among us: BUMC will not have regular on-site worship 
through May and likely not until Phase 3 of the Governor’s plan is enacted. We recognize many 
of you want to return, see your friends, and worship in our space again, however, it simply is not 
safe yet for all of us.  
 
That said, thanks to the discipleship team’s dreaming and planning, we will begin small group 
gatherings Memorial Day weekend. Our worshiping community will be sorted into small groups 
and invited to worship together in homes or backyards using the Livestream Sundays at 9:30am 
(or via YouTube at another time that works for the members of the group). Who is up for a 
Wednesday night backyard church picnic all summer long?  
 
This will help us adhere to the order, without having to decide who does or doesn’t get to 
worship in the sanctuary and will also be the beginning go a network of small groups we can 
continue to use for connection and outreach. Be on the lookout for an invitation to co-host one of 
the roughly 30 groups we will be organizing. We know some of you may be leery of gathering 
together again, please know this is an invitation, and gathering together is still a full 30 days 
from the time you are reading this letter.  
 
Join us this Sunday for worship at 9:30am. Our theme is to explore the cynicism we are 
susceptible to during this isolation. Cynicism has more talent at stealing our hope than grief and 
conflict, especially during this polarizing time. So, hope you join us on Sunday on Facebook or 
later via Youtube!  
 
In the meantime, drink fluids, get movement, be in prayer with God, and wash your hands! 
Please pray for your leadership (staff and lay), as they continue to plan for future programming 
and prepare the building for re-entry.  
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Amy & Rev. Eric  
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