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March Happenings
BUMC FORK & SPOON 

VOLUNTEER NIGHT
Mon. March 9, 4:30 - 7:30pm

Volunteers still needed to help serve!
Sign up at www.bozemanumc.org/signup or 

email Lauri Taylor lht927@comcast.net

TIME OF TAIZE PRAYER
Mon. March 9, 7:00pm

Christus Collegium, 714 S. 8th Ave.
Contact: Valerie Webster webster587@gmail.com

UMW NEWLY RETIRED GROUP
Tues. March 17, 10am
I-hop, No Host Brunch 

Contact: Jackie Montgomery 
406-586-2526, rgmonty@q.com

UMW MIRIAM-RUTH CIRCLE
Wed. March 18, 10am in the Chapel
Contact: Arella Prunyi, 406-586-4253

arprumontana@yahoo.com

UMW NOON LUNCHEON
Thurs. March 26, 12-1pm Friendship Room,

Christel Chvilicek & Jill Yoder of Family Promise will 
honor the past & introduce the exciting future of 

transitional housing.
RSVP: Martha Hendricks, 406-586-6389

UMW CIRCLE OF JUSTICE
Sun. March 15, 11:45am in the Friendship Room

Contact: Betty Merta, betty.merta@gmail.com

The Season is Here! March Madness & Lent!
*Wait, in the bracket on the cover of the Chimes...death beats hope? How can this be? Hope is eternal! 
If we view the story Lent as a March Madness bracket, particularly the last week of Jesus’ life... Yes, for 
there to be resurrection, death must defat hope. To be people of the third day, we must walk the journey 
through the last week. The disciples met death, their hope died, and it was then that life sprung eternal. 

Throughout Jesus’ ministry there are stones he must confront. As we follow Jesus towards Jerusalem, 
the cross, and beyond, what stones must we roll over? What stones will go rolling? Rev. Eric LOVES 
March Madness basketball. Join us in a religious March Madness centered practice learning about 
saints of the church and having some fun this Lenten time. Often Lent is a time for contemplation 
and “giving up” chocolate or other vices to center more on Christ. Would it be possible to have fun 
alongside centering on Christ? Tip Off starts Feb. 26th with an all-church dinner at 5pm followed by 
our BUMC Ash Wednesday service at 6pm!

Sunday Worship Theme: Our Lenten worship theme will explore the stones we roll away from the 
tomb during resurrection. We roll away stones of temptation, punishment, judgement, fear, and even 
death. And within the tomb what do we find? We find forgiveness, sacrifice, hope, and resurrection. 

Easter Worship: Easter will feature two worship services, an 8:30 traditional worship with brass and 
chorus and a 10:30 modern worship with the Elevate band. Join us for either service to celebrate 
Easter, and don’t forget pancakes in the basement with the youth!
Rev. Eric Strader
Lead Pastor for Worship & Administration

BUMC EASTER EGG HUNT
For All Ages & Families!
Saturday April 4th, 10am

Christus Collegium, 714 S. 8th Ave.
Contact: Alison Skillman, 551-7212

DATE NIGHTS/PARENTS NIGHT OUT
Fri. March 6 (Game Night at Parsonage), 5:45-8pm

& Fri. March 27, 5:45-8pm 
Youth Room, Childcare Provided

Contact: Kelly D’Urso lavpony@gmail.com

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
3:45pm WOW Team

5:00pm All-Church Dinner & Fellowship
No Classes: In the spirit of the Lenten season, the staff is 
stepping back from programing and taking on teaming up 
with the Leadership Board & Discipleship Council to focus 
on developing a strategy for church growth and improving 

our abiity to meet the needs of our community.
Contact: Pastor Amy amy@bozemanumc.org

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) SUNDAY

March 22nd
8:30am & 10:30am



Like most words, madness has several different 
definitions, but the one that hits close to home, 
the one that sticks to my insides and makes my 
stomach do flip-flops is… madness: a state of 
frenzied or chaotic activity.

Even though I have consciously tried to stop answering “How are you?” by saying “busy,” I still feel like I live most 
of days in a constant state of frenzied or chaotic activity1. I get tired just thinking about the frenzy of morning 
routine: get the kids up, dressed, fed, backpacks, homework, coats, gloves, snow pants, teeth brushed, socks 
on, shoes on, plates in the sink. And then there are the most important questions: did mom take a shower and 
does she have her coffee? Oh yeah, and did we look at the school lunch menu?

And sometimes, it’s just fine. Sometimes I thrive on hectic. It’s energy 
producing, it makes me feel uber productive. Sometimes I feel like I 
wouldn’t know what to do if things weren’t crazy. But other times, I feel 
like I’m rushing, rushing, rushing and never really getting anywhere but a 
state of wishing I could just stay in bed.

Perhaps your state of frenzied or chaotic activity is more on the inside. Maybe your blood races through your 
veins as you worry and fret (or perhaps your former life’s gone and pandemonium breaks out in your stomach 
every time you remember you aren’t sure what the new one looks like). We can literally make ourselves sick with 
the madness of anxiety.

A French philosopher once wrote, “In order to understand the world, one has to turn away from it on occasion.” 
At the heart of the Christian world is what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, and throughout my ministry I have 
discovered that many of us don’t really know what that means. Or if we do, what it looks like changes. All of this 
is to say, over the last few months I have become passionate that we all need to turn away from the frenzied 
chaos in order to better understand our lives as disciples of Jesus.

In January, we launched 2020 The Year of Retreat at Bozeman United Methodist Church. The Year of Retreat is 
a opportunity for every person in our congregation to step away from the madness.

The Year of Retreat is opportunity to do something you love, or something you would like to love, while at the 
same time spending time with God, yourself, and your church community. The year of retreat is an opportunity 
to focus on the 4 Core Areas of Discipleship:
• Worship & Devotion
• Education & Study
• Giving & Service
• Community & Fellowship

The Year of Retreat if an opportunity to focus on your relationship with Jesus by asking yourself three questions: 
1. What does it mean to me to be a Disciple of Jesus?
2. How is, or is not, my life a reflection of my desire to be a Disciple of Jesus? 
3. What is needed for me to grow as a Disciple of Jesus? 

In February, we surveyed folks to determine what types of retreat were of most interest. The next step is a 
chance for you tells us when taking time away best works for you. Please look for the ‘schedule survey’ in the 
pews and the weekly e-blast. We know finding time away from the madness may not be easy, but we challenge 
you to accept this gift of retreat.

1 When I talk about my schedule, sometimes the response from church members is that I must not have time for them. Please know this could not be further 
from the truth. I am busy because I want to be there for you when you need me. Sometimes it can take a bit to find a time our schedules overlap, but I have 
time for you. And I can almost always put things on hold if needed.  March Chimes Bozeman UMC - pg. 3

Dear Community, Take A Retreat from the March Madness

Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregational 
& Community Engagement

“Not only are Americans working longer hours than at any 
time since statistics have been kept, but now they are also 

working longer than anyone else in the industrialized world.”
- Source: abcnews.go.com

“The goal is not to know, but to 
do something with what you know.”

- Carey Nieuwhof

“You have hopefully heard (or seen) the newly adopted Bozeman 
United Methodist Church motto, ‘Faith for the Mountains, Hope in the 

Valleys.’ May the Year of Retreat give you space to find both.”
- Rev. Amy Stader
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The Annual Love To You Tea Party
By Alison Skillman

On Wednesday, February 12, the WOW Team celebrated the 12th annual Love to You Tea Party! With 
all the busyness and chaos happening in our world today, this event really shows that our church 
family is a place where you can find love in the midst of everything going on. Our WOW kids worked 
very hard to put this incredible event together; making decorations, serving drinks, cookies, reading 
in the program, helping do the dishes, these kids did it all! BUMC has a remarkable group of young 
people who truly care and want to show love for this community. Thank you to all who came and 
participated in the tea party with us! We look forward to serving you next year! 

Left to Right: Addie Pohl, Eliza Vaughn and Brinkley Stone serve guest at their table.
Nancy Hopkins and the Agape team helped our youngest with coffee, punch and cookie serving!

Top photos: Alison Skillman and the WOW Team kids led the guests in singing “This Little Light of Mine” at 
the Love to You Tea Party.



Education & Study
Education & Study
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By Ann Dickensheets

The middle school Sunday school, under the wonderful leadership of Sarah Savage and Nancy 
Hopkins, is tackling world poverty by giving out microloans through an organization called KIVA. 

This KIVA account has been going for at least a decade through previous BUMC Middle School 
classes leadership but has been recently revived by this awesome group of middle schoolers. The 
class reads biographies and requests of people around the world and then, using some funds that 
were designated for the project by our mission team, are making decisions and sending KIVA account 
money to give our neighbors a hand up. 

Middle School Sunday Class Donates Mad Microloans

By Ann Dickensheets

In certain times of our lives, we find ourselves struggling with our self-image, listening to the voices 
of those around us and in our own head telling us we aren’t good enough. This month at youth 
group we focused on about ways we can filter the criticisms we hear in our daily lives and create 
healthy self-talk that allows us to see ourselves as valued children of God.

Youth: Searching for Ourselves in the Madness

Pictured: Sarah Savage leads the Middle School Class 
each week in missions projects like the distribution of their 

KIVA account money.

Left to Right: John-David Lockie & Keelan Gaines in small gorups. Audrey Mclain, Sienna Geddes & Sellers 
Shockley teaming up for an activity. Becky Kim, Lauren Vandette & Clara Mitchell lead worship.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY, 
SPRING BREAK IN CUBA! 

March 14- March 22
There are sti l l  2 ways you can 

contribute to our student’s work 
in Cuba this Month!

1. Purchase an espresso, latte, 
americano, mocha, cappacino hot 

chocolate or steamer through March 
8th before or after church!

2.  Rent-a-Cat:  Hire a student to do 
some work for you! 

Contact Sarah Kisthart 
406-224-8632

sarahkisthart14@gmai l .com

By Ann Dickensheets, Alison Skillman & Allie Zaneri-Hale

During this month of Black History, our campus ministry leadership has challenged the students to examine 
our preconceptions about race and to recognize places we need to grow in our tolerance and appreciation 
of other cultures and traditions. We played Jeopardy, which helped educate us on where our everyday items 
(for example: coffee, apricots, and lithium batteries) originated. Then we explored Bible stories that helped 
emphasize how we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves. At the end of the month, one of our students 
was eager to present to the group on what racism looks like today as a person of color and active member 
of campus life.

To take a break from the madness, our campus ministry interns planned a “Pal-entines Day” party which 
included wacky games, great food, and crafts. There was a very intense Oreo race, a crowd favorite because, 
in the end, everyone at least gets an Oreo cookie.

Pictured below: Our students have been focusing on ways to celebrate peacemaking; bringing peace 
to themselves and to others. Students created artwork using different art mediums that represented 
what peace looks like in their lives. They were partnered up and while one partner described their 
definition of peace, the other drew their description with chalk pastels.

Students Practice Peace Through Action & Art



By Betty Merta

When life is going well or, at least life is just life, I’m fine. I scurry around getting things done, force a smile 
on my face if need be and get replenished emotionally & spiritually at church. A good sermon, plus musical 
reminders like “…clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes that we can see all the things that really 
matter, be at peace, and simply be...” are sufficient to bring me back to center and prepare me for the week 
ahead.

There have been times, though, when life felt like it was almost too much to bear…  And in those times, the 
things that typically worked for me were not enough to bring me back to center. I felt lost, abandoned and 
alone. I wondered if I could get out of the pit I was in. 

The last time this happened, I asked for and worked with a Stephen Minister. God used her to bring me back 
to center. She made me feel safe in the middle of the chaos of my life. I was able to cry, to express and work 
through my feelings – anger, sadness, fear, loneliness. 

And that’s what we do in Stephen Ministry.  We bring God’s healing love and compassion to people going 
through a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, relocation or chronic or terminal illness. We help 
them find their own quiet center in the middle of the everyday chaos of the world.

If you know someone who is hurting and could potentially benefit from a Stephen Minister or if God might be 
calling you to serve in this powerful ministry at BUMC, let us know! 

Send an email to stephenministry@bozemanumc.org, or talk to me or any of the other Stephen Leaders: 
Tanya Reinhardt, Fred Cornelious or Pastor Amy, and share what’s on your heart.

 March Chimes Bozeman UMC - pg. 7
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Stephen Ministry – Peace in the Chaos

Rerun Article by Gloria Zimmer & Janna Lauver

The good news is hungry people are being fed, the 
number of customers is up, and more revenue is being 
generated due to recent changes. For volunteers this 
means a faster pace and more intense experience. Ten 
BUMC volunteers are needed to serve on the second 
Monday of every month. While we have a good-sized 
pool of faithful “regulars” from which to draw, we are 
looking to expand it with more people who are ready for 
a challenge and have the time flexibility to be available 
from 4:30-7:30 p.m. There are no sedentary jobs.  
Volunteers must be able to be on their feet for three 
hours, if necessary, including a half-hour of cleaning 
up after food serving stops at 7:00. All must be at least 
14 years of age, and there are some restrictions on 
which jobs those under 18 may do. 

EVERYONE in the community, including our volunteers, 
are welcome to come to the Fork and Spoon Cafe to 
eat a meal, and everyone agrees that the new chefs 

are making delicious food. On busy nights, it may be that not everyone will get a break to eat, but you are 
welcome to come and order a “to go” meal to take home with you. Join us at Fork & Spoon Cafe (302 N. 
7th Avenue). We are open Sundays - Fridays from 5 - 7pm!

To give service with a smile a whirl, volunteers can sign up at www.bozemanumc.org/signup 
or contact Lauri & Rick Taylor (302) 593-7214 LHT927@comcast.net

Now Serving, Delicious Meals at a Managable Price!
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EARTH CARE CORNER: Pass it On!
By Janet Kempff

As we get a few warm and sunny days this month, you may be in the mood to organize and clean some things 
out of your house.  Here are many opportunities to REUSE items you no longer want, which is a lot better for 
our earth than putting it in the landfill!

EYE GLASSES: Collection basket in the church narthex for the Bozeman Senior Center.
TOYS: Save for the WOW Toy Sale to be held Saturday May 2nd. All donations of Gently Used and New Toys, 
Books, Games and Equipment can be dropped off starting Monday April 13th in the Friendship Room.
BOOKS: Bring children, youth and young adult books to the church office to be used for establishment of a 
children and youth library in Hays-Lodgepole Schools at Fort Belknap.

Our local Love INC (406-587-3008) has needs for:
• CLOTHING- collection bins in the church narthex to go to the Love INC Clothes Closet
• FURNITURE- especially bunk beds and dressers
• COMPUTERS- 3 years old or less
• PERSONAL CARE ITEMS- full-sized, new items, including baby-related
• LINENS- Queen and twin sheet sets; towels of all kinds (new or gently used)

Our church helps clothe those in need through involvement at the Love 
INC Clothes Closet in Belgrade. Every 1st and 2nd Tuesday of the month a 
team from BUMC sorts clothing and welcomes shoppers from 1 to 4 pm. It 

is a haven of warmth and a source of free clothing for all. 
Contact Janet Kempff (587-9270) if you are interested in joining our team. 

Participation each month is on a volunteer basis to fit your availability.



By Jim Robison-Cox

Have you wondered how United Methodists react when disasters strike? An advantage of being connected 
to Methodists around the world is that we commonly have people nearby who can set the process in 
motion quickly. For example: when severe winter weather hit northern Montana in January 2018, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) sent a $10,000 grant to local Methodists (Browning and Columbia 
Falls) who used it to buy firewood, food, and other necessities and to deliver the aid to people who had been 
snowed in on the Blackfeet Reservation.  

Early Response:
UMCOR and UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers In Missions) also train and send out Early Response 
Teams who provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of disaster. After a hurricane or tornado 
these folks might be fixing blue tarps to the roofs of damaged houses, or after a flood (for example in 
Oklahoma last June) they help with cleanup and muckout.

Long Term Response:
Disasters like these tend to make big headlines for a week or two and then fade out of the news, but 
United Methodists respond with long term recovery efforts. Many volunteer organizations contribute to the 
disaster relief and have specialties. The Red Cross quickly organizes shelters and distributes food. United 
Methodists have a reputation of being “early in” and “last out”. Our case managers in Rockport, Texas are 
still responding to damage caused by Hurricane Harvey (Sept 2017). UM volunteers from across the country 
have come to this area and have given their labor to repair homes. The case workers say they need a total of 
5 years of effort to work through the list of needs.

Planning:
Another UM response is to plan ahead to mitigate the impact of disaster. The Connected Neighbors program 
trains people to 1) make our homes as secure against disaster as possible, 2) make our church buildings as 
secure as possible, and 3) get churches ready to act as shelters during disasters.

Actions:
1) Support UMCOR Sunday which covers the overhead of our relief agency.
2) When disaster strikes, we can give money through UMCOR and know that 100% of what we give will go 
to peoples’ needs. 
3) Volunteer.  Early Response Team members need a training and are badged (must be 18 years old). UMVIM 
has many opportunities for people to serve areas of need across the country, but particularly in California to 
rebuild after fires, and along the southern coasts due to hurricanes. 

Contact Jim Robison-Cox for more information jimrc@bresnan.net
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UM Missions Are Making the World a Safer, Saner Place
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By BUMC Mission Team and Betty Merta of the UMW Circle of Justice Team

Most indigenous children in Montana go to reservation schools, which are underfunded and understaffed. 
Teacher turnover is often extremely high and there is a significant lack of positive parental involvement. 
Many other children go to schools just off the reservations. In these, the teaching staff and administration is 
overwhelmingly white, and cultural stereotypes often run deep. Despite laws that require students to receive 
equitable opportunities for education as a civil and human right, students of all ages, including elementary 
school children, are “suspended, referred to law enforcement, and arrested.” (ACLU) One result of this is that 
native students lose nearly six times as many instructional days as white students. The ten schools with the 
highest rate of days lost because of suspensions were located either on a reservation or in a town bordering 
a reservation. This lack of instruction affects the child’s ability to keep up with their peers and to graduate, to 
grow with self-confidence in their abilities, and it affects their view and hope for a better future. It perpetuates 
the cycle of poverty and despair so many of these children live in. When students are pushed out of school, 
they are less likely to be employed and more likely to be involved with the criminal justice system. (ACLU report) 
 
United Methodists believe that “A justice system that reflects God’s desires for the world is one that is healing 
and restorative. Systems of justice based on retribution further harm society. Seeking to punish rather than 
heal, breeds more brokenness.” (UM Book of Resolutions) Scripture tells us we are all created in the image of 
God. That includes minority peoples. 
 
How can we help? BUMC, in cooperation with Living Waters UMC, has begun a supportive relationship with 
the Hays-Lodgepole schools on Fort Belknap. We are committed this spring to delivering a large number of 
books to both school libraries, and to hosting a Teacher Appreciation event to encourage the administrative 
and teaching staff. We believe education is one of the primary ways to break the school to prison pipeline. We 
are asking for donations of appropriate new or like-new books, other library resources, and gift items for the 
teachers/staff. If you would like to help with this effort, please contact Betty Merta betty.merta@gmail.com
or Kelly Murdock-Billy kbilly1@gmail.com

Mission Focus Sunday: School-to-Prision Pipeline
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UMW: An Important Player in “March Madness” 
All roads leading to Jesus!
By Martha Hendricks

March Madness? When I heard the theme for the Chimes I wondered “How does that apply to UMW?”  That is 
some kind of sports thing, right? Searching the internet I discovered brackets with First Round, Second Round, 
Sweet Sixteen, the Elite Eight, the Final Four and the Final Hour. Teams played and slowly advanced to the final 
goal with the two best fighting it out for victory. In the example I saw from last year, Virginia emerged victorious 
over Texas Tech. 
Well, I hope that Noon Luncheon group isn’t in a battle against Miriam Ruth to win the UMW Tournament of 
Circles. But the bracket idea does make a bit of sense. Members of Noon Luncheon Group team up with 
members of the BUMC Worship team and work together at Love INC’s Clothes Closet. Members of Miriam Ruth 
Circle work with the Agape Team to serve at memorial services. Members of Newly Retired Group are promoting 
reading challenging books and encouraging discussion alongside the UMW reading program and an emerging 
BUMC Reading Group. The Circle of Justice is looking forward to partnering with the BUMC Mission Team.  
Each team working together with others leads to another victory.  
What is the Final Victory that is our goal? All of UMW is working with other teams in the church and community 
to help others, reflect the love of God, shine a light on Jesus, demonstrate faith in the mountains and bring hope 
to our valley. 

Miriam-Ruth Circle Gets Into The March Madness

Once upon a time in the land of mountains and valleys there lived a fun loving church goer who loved to make up 
stories. She had the assignment to do something with a March Madness theme. Her church circle was named 
the Miriam-Ruth group and it was made up of fun-loving women who enjoyed something different in the way 
of programs. The “March Hare” is to make a special visit to complete the activities for the March program. The 
members are to be divided into two teams to play a game called “Ping-Pong Polo”. It is an elimination type of 
game. Questions are asked about a certain topic and the member who guesses wrong is the one eliminated. 
There is one moderator, one scorekeeper and one time keeper. The goal is to win the most points for the golden 
ping-pong trophy and a pat on the back from the “March Hare”. 
Respectfully submitted by Arella Prunyi

Miriam-Ruth Circle meets every 3rd Wednesday at 10am.
New members are always weclome to join in!

 From left to right: 
Jeannie Haight, Ginger Zanella, Jan Arnot, Connie Kent, Laura 

Shackleford, Arella Prunyi and Jan Remer
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