Bozeman United Methodist Church: Our Stories

The Chimes - February 2020

Worship & Devotion

Dear Community,

The statement “All means all” is often associated
with LGBTQ+ inclusion. However, if BUMC is to be
a religious leader in our community, it is crucial we
are aware of all people and groups ensuring they feel
welcome. Families with special needs children is one
of those groups.
I recently attend a SEPTA (Special Education Parents
Teachers Association) meeting to ask such families
how BUMC could provide a more inclusive welcome
to their families. I expected them to say something
like “we’d really love a sensory room for our child,”
or “could you help provide paras to work with our
children?” However, the overall feeling was that
knowing they were welcome was enough.
Please know that we are doing our best to ensure our
“All means all” includes inviting families with special
needs children to worship with us.
The SEPTA families also wanted to remind us that not
all special needs are able to be seen. All children have
varying levels of abilities. As you encounter families
in worship, please know a disability might not be
something you pick up on right away. As such, please
know all parents are doing their best. I know I rejoice
any time families make worship a priority.
If worship distractions ever make it difficult to hear,
don’t forget sermon audio files can be found on our
BUMC podcast on the website and listened to again
for anything you may have missed.
Please be on the look our for additional learning
opportunities regarding today’s special needs families.

Rev. Amy Strader

Lead Pastor for Congregational
& Community Engagement
Bozeman Area SEPTA (Special Education
Parent Teacher Association) is a coalition of
families, teachers, administrators, and other
advocates united in the effort to promote quality
education and services for individuals with
special needs and their families.
Our MISSION is to network, educate, and
provide a unified voice for the rights of our
children to quality education and services.
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Picture Above:
Ondrej Ball as “the Dove” in the BUMC
Christmas pageant. He has been the
Dove the last 8 years. “Pige”, a stuffed
comfort pigeon, is in his armpit playing
the role of Christmas pigeon.

SCOUT SUNDAY
Sun. February 2
8:30am & 10:30am Services
Celebrating almost 50 years of
Scouting at BUMC!

TWENIRTY SOMETHINGS CLASS

Beginning Sun. February 2
11:45am, Chapel
Lunch & Discussion for 20 & 30
year olds with the Revs. Strader

UMW BOOKCLUB
Sun. February 9, 11:45am
Chapel, Kicking-off our 2020
UMW Bookclub. All women are
invited to participate.
Contact: Jackie Montgomery
406-586-2526
or Pastor Amy@bozemanumc.org
UMW CIRCLE OF JUSTICE
Sun. February 16, 11:45am
Friendship Room
Contact: Betty Merta
betty.merta@gmail.com
UMW NEWLY RETIRED
GROUP
Tues. February 18, 10am
I-hop, No Host Brunch
Contact: Jackie Montgomery
406-586-2526, rgmonty@q.com
UMW MIRIAM-RUTH CIRCLE
Wed. February 19, 10am
Chapel
Contact: Arella Prunyi,
406-586-4253
arprumontana@yahoo.com
CUBAN DINNER & SALSA
DANCE FUNDRAISER
Sun. February 23, 6:00-8:00pm
Friendship Rm.
RSVP: Contact Ann Dickensheets
ann@bozemanumc.org
406-551-7207

GALLATIN VALLEY INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION
PRAYERS FOR PEACE & HARMONY
Wed. February 5, 1:00pm
Resurrection University Catholic Parish, 1725 S. 11th Ave.
To pray for peace & harmony and World Interfaith Harmony Week (February 1-7)
TNT CAMPUS MINISTRY KRISPY KREME
DONUT FUNDRAISER DAY
Sun. February 9, 8:30am & 10:30am
Pick up your pre-ordered donuts or grab a box for $12 to
support their Mission Trip to Cuba!
BUMC FORK & SPOON VOLUNTEER NIGHT
Mon. February 10, 4:30 - 7:30pm
Volunteers still needed to help serve!
Sign up at www.bozemanumc.org/signup or email Lauri
Taylor lht927@comcast.net
TIME OF TAIZE PRAYER
Mon. February 10, 7:00pm
Christus Collegium, 714 S. 8th Ave.
Contact: Valerie Webster webster587@gmail.com

Save the Date

February Happenings

WOW LOVE TO YOU TEA PARTY
Wed. February 12, 4:15 - 5:00 PM
Friendship Rm.
Celebrating 15 years of WOW & our 12th Tea Party! This
year we are inviting ALL AGES to participate & celebrate
together. Tea, cookies & short program. RSVP by Mon.
February 10th with Allie at the Info center or call the
church office at 406-586-5413.
CONVO: HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT
Fri. Feb. 14 - Mon. Feb. 17, Helena St. Paul’s UMC
Statewide retreat for 9th - 12th Grades. Contact
youngpeople@mtnskyumc.org for more information.
MISSION FOCUS SUNDAY
Sun. February 23, 8:30am & 10:30am
Learn how race often determines prison sentences and
how we can advocate for justice.
UMW NOON LUNCHEON
Thurs. February 27, 12-1pm
Friendship Room, “The Women of Angola”
presented by Sally McConnell
RSVP: Martha Hendricks, 406-586-6389

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Wed. February 26, 6-7pm, Bozeman UMC
All Church Dinner from 5-6pm
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Education & Study

2020 AT BUMC: The Year of Retreat

By Rev. Amy Strader
I love people, but I love being alone too. My best thinking happens when I am away from
my typical day-to-day life. My recent trip to Orlando was a perfect example of that. I mean
maybe the warm weather helped, but there is something about a break in routine that helps
me remember things that make me, me.
Last fall, we learned about the Core 4 areas of Discipleship.
• Worship and Devotion
• Giving and Service
• Education and Study
• Community and Fellowship
The next step is to explore what the Core 4 mean to us as a congregation and as individuals.
As we were brainstorming how each of us could work with the Core 4 more in depth, at one
point we were planning to have weekly groups and classes that allowed us to ask what it
means to be a Disciple. And then… a lightbulb went off. Weekly classes are good for some
people, but not everyone. What if we offered time away instead of one more thing we don’t
have time for?
What if we provided everyone in our congregation a chance to step away, if even for a few
hours (but longer if possible) to reflect, pray, talk and be with God?
What if we gave everyone in our congregation the chance to go on a retreat and ask
themselves three questions….
1. What does it mean to me to be a Disciple of Jesus?
2. How is, or is not, my life a reflection of my desire to be a Disciple of Jesus
3. What is needed for me to grow as a Disciple?
Now, you might be thinking to yourself, “Wow! Every person in our congregation taking
time away to pray and be with God about their path as a Disciple... that does sound pretty
amazing, but who is going to plan and lead all of these retreats?”
The answer to that question could be you! Rather than plan a bunch of retreats and expect
that people are going to sign-up, we want see what types of retreat you would be willing to
attend and what types of retreats you’d be willing to plan. So be on the look out for more info
in upcoming emails from the church.

Do you wish you knew what it means to be a Disciple of Jesus?
You are about to have the chance to find out…
2020 At BUMC: The Year of Retreat
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The Confirmation Youth had a choice to complete the sentence, “I believe the church
matters because, or, I don’t think the church matters because.” This is what they said:
(Quotes are not attributed to the youth in the photos and were given anonymously.)

“I believe the church matters because…it helps the community.”

“I believe the church
matters because…some
people just need a little
light in their lives. And God
is that light.”

Education & Study

2020 Confirmation Kick Off Retreat

“I believe the church
matters because…it is a
place to get out of our busy
lives and learn about being
Christian.”

“I believe the church matters because…it is a place where you can open
up to people and be yourself.”
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Education & Study

Beyond Baptism: Conversations with Youth

By Rev. Amy Strader

“The future promise of any nation can be directly measured by the present
prospects of it’s youth.” John F. Kennedy
As you can imagine, being a pastor isn’t always easy. I am so very grateful to offer care
when it is needed, and at the same time, dealing with deep sorrow and pain is emotionally
depleting. On top of that, as fewer and fewer people make church a regular part of their lives,
it can feel like fewer and fewer people are saying that what pastors do for a living matters.
Lastly, at the present time, because of it’s lack of an inclusive stance in regards to LGBTQ+
persons, the UMC does not allow pastors to fully live into the Baptismal covenants we have
made. It is difficult, embarrassing even, to be a part of an institution that has caused so much
pain. It is gut wrenching to look into the eyes of queer young people who have grown up in
the church, knowing that that their church has told them their pastor isn’t supposed to bless
their wedding.
All of that said, this past weekend, during the Confirmation retreat, I had a renewed sense of
the future. And if the Kennedy quote found above is also true for the church, we have a lot to
look forward to. 17 youth and 4 adults trekked our way over the pass to Pray, MT for about
24 hours at Chico Hot Springs for our Confirmation Kick-off Retreat. We talked about what
Confirmation is, questions the youth had, and whether or not they were they present because
their parents were making them (which by the way, the vast majority were not). One of the
activities asked the youth to indicate whether or not they believed the church mattered or not.
Knowing the stats that the largest religious population is currently “no religious affiliation” I
was skeptical that today’s young people would have a high opinion of the church.
Being a pastor isn’t always easy; however, there is almost always something to be very
grateful for. For me, working with the youth is one of them.
To quote another one of our presidents, “We cannot always build the future for our youth, but
we can build our youth for the future.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
Confirmation is a time where we are doing just that. We are building young people to be
Christians that ask questions when something doesn’t seem right. We are building young
people up to be Christians that accept their Baptismal covenant that says we will “renounce
the spiritual forces of wickedness and reject the evil powers of this world.”
I am grateful to pastor a church that sees the youth not as the future of the church, but as
a very important part of the church right now. While they do have a separate youth room to
hang out in, they aren’t expected to stay there and never come out. We have youth that help
with Fellowship, and youth that help lead worship. If there is a ministry area youth would like
to be a part of, we are thrilled to make it happen. Believe it or not, that would not be the case
in all churches.
It is very possible that this class of confirmands will be joining a Methodist Church that looks
different than the one we have right now. As weird as that sounds to us, this group of young
people lead me to see that no matter what it looks like, it will be the Church.
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By Ann Dickensheets
This year, a group of youth have been meeting together
with Ann to help make decisions about youth group!
The youth leadership team, comprised of students
from 6th grade to 11th grade, came together last
summer and developed the list of topics for the youth
group meetings this year. They also helped to plan
our overnight campout at Hyalite Reservoir and have
helped to lead music and games during our gatherings.

This year’s team includes: Carter and Tomas Evans,
Keelan Gaines, Aidan Feddes, Sienna Geddes, Clara
Mitchell, Ava Murray, Mia Pearcy, Sam Savage, Mason
Scurry, Emmie and Sellers Shockley and Sadie Vail.
Thanks team!

Meet Your Campus Ministry Leadership Team

By Ann Dickensheets
This year, our campus ministry leadership team has a new look! After 9 years of leading the
Thursday Nights Together program, Janna and Bobby have stepped away to spend more
time at home with their growing family. Replacing them was tough, but we struck gold with
our new team of three: Allie Zanieri-Hale, Alison Skillman and Zak Wangler. Also a part of our
campus ministry leadership team are Ann Dickensheets, who coordinates the ministry, and
our student interns, Corinne Moss and Sarah Kisthart.
You may have met Allie at BUMC in her new role as office coordinator and Info Center greeter.
Allie graduated lasted year from MSU in economics and was married last summer to her
husband Jared. Alison Skillman was also married last summer to her husband, Andrew, and
is in her second year of Seminary through Iliff School of Theology in Denver. She works
at the church as the Preschool-5th grade Education Coordinator. Zak is another familiar
face around the church. After finishing his one-year Americorps service, and working for
Bozeman’s HRDC, he started graduate studies at MSU this fall in Public Policy. He also works
as a nighttime supervisor at the Warming Center. Student intern Corinne Moss, a Colorado
native, will be graduating next December in Biochemistry. Sarah Kisthart will also graduate
next year in Sociology. Sarah works at BUMC as our sound technician each Sunday. Ann
loves hanging out with the college students! She is finishing up her 12th year working with
the college students and her 20th year working with the youth at BUMC.

Allie

Alison

Zak

Corinne

Education & Study

LEAD: Youth Leadership Team

Sarah
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Giving & Service

Missions: Being the Church in the World

By Vickie Wilkinson

Matthew 20:26 (Jesus) said, “You’ve observed how godless rulers throw
their weight around, how quickly a little power goes to their heads. It’s not
going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a
servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. That is
what the Son of Man has done; He came to serve, not be served…”

This month we were asked to write on the subject of
leadership. Our immediate thought is of someone who
is in a position of power, a boss or decision maker. But
the Bible refers to leadership as service, caring for others
more than ourselves, exuding humility, taking the lowest
position rather than the highest. Fortunately for us in
Missions, we have plenty of examples of BUMC members
knowing exactly what this means. Missions is about
everyone being a leader… because everyone can be a
servant. No special degrees or training is needed. You
just simply love others enough to care for them.
The holiday season is a perfect time to consider just
how BUMC really serves. Our musicians played benefit
concerts, we supported other benefit concerts, members
helped hand out turkey dinners at the Food Bank, staff
members set aside time to grieve alongside those whose grief is raw
and new: Youth and adults made cozy neck warmers and collected
items for children who could use the warmth and love wrapped
around them while others organized and collected gifts and gift cards
for children in vulnerable circumstances. Then we sent donations to
help those we can’t physically be near, but who we hold dear in our
hearts: East Angola pastors who are the leaders in their communities,
Mongolia Hospice Workers delivering gifts to patients, Tujenge
Foundation students needing a warm meal, and Siloe Church/School
ministry partners in El Salvador in need of safe learning areas. BUMC
stepped up to the plate to BE THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD!
Stephen Covey, author of many books on Leadership, states “What you do has far greater
impact than what you say.” As Christians, we know this to be very true. We are uniquely
called to follow Christ’s lead and serve others. For 2020, how will we serve?
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By Betty Merta
We come from all walks of life, have or have had different
careers. Our personal lives look different. But we come
together as Christians with hearts that yearn to help
others carry the burdens of life that seem impossible to
carry. We are all leaders in Stephen Ministry – servant
leaders.

Characteristics of a servant leader? Listening, empathy,
awareness, commitment. Stephen Ministers are all of
those things, and more.
Stephen Ministers listen deeply and actively to their care receiver so that they might be
able to truly understand and empathize with what he/she is experiencing. They are aware
of the limitations of their role, and rely on God to provide the deep healing and peace their
care receiver needs. They are committed to meeting weekly with their care receiver, and
walking alongside them through their difficult time in life, whether it be grief, divorce, job loss,
relocation or chronic or terminal illness.
On behalf of my fellow Stephen Leaders, Tanya Reinhardt, Fred Cornelious and Pastor Amy,
I thank God for each of our Stephen Ministers. Your skills, experience, faith, compassion,
patience, kindness and understanding always lift, support and inspire me when I need it.
Thank you for all you do!
If you would like more information about Stephen Ministry, want to share your burden with a
Stephen Minister or wonder if you might be called to join this ministry, please contact any of
the leaders listed above or send an e-mail to stephenministry@bozemanumc.org.

EARTH CARE CORNER:
Leave it Better than You Found It

By Janet Kempff
In case you can’t think of a reason to take good care of the earth, think of your children or
grandchildren, or anyone who has a lot more years to live on this earth.

Community & Fellowship

Be a Servant Leader in your Community

February is a time to express our love for each other. What better way to care for someone’s
future than to leave the earth better than you found it?

“Try and leave this world a little better
than you found it, and when your turn comes
to die, you can die happy in feeling that at
any rate, you have not wasted your time but
have done your best.”
Robert Baden-Powell
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Community & Fellowship

Thank You for Scouting us in!

By: Katie Daughenbaugh
This February 12, 2020, marks the 100th anniversary of the
relationship between the United Methodist Church and the
Boy Scouts of America. The United Methodist Church charters
more scouting units (Packs, Troops, and Crews) than any other
organization in the country, and accordingly the UMC supports the
values of the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. Considering this milestone, we felt it appropriate
to apprise the congregation of the thriving status of the three units chartered by BUMC.
The first unit chartered by BUMC is boy Troop 676. This troop of approximately 25 middle and
high school boys, founded in 1972, is nearing 50 years of activities. Troop 676 has 99 Eagle
Scouts and expects to celebrate its 100th Eagle Scout this year. Troop 676 was founded by
United Methodist Men at BUMC and represents years of service from many, including Chuck
and Roxie Curtis, Dick and Lily Lund, and RG and Jackie Montgomery, among others. We are
forever in their debt for creating a sustainable program that has benefited so many boys over
the decades. Jason Daughenbaugh is the Scoutmaster of Troop 676.
Pack 3670 is a family-friendly unit that is open to all elementary-aged boys and girls. Chartered
in 2014, this Pack has nearly 50 registered Scouts and is the biggest unit at BUMC. These
young Scouts take pride in learning Scouting basics such as first aid, navigation, community
service, and of course, how to use a pocket knife. The Pinewood Derby, a time-honored
tradition where Scouts race their hand-made cars, is a highlight every spring. James Watson
is the Cubmaster of Pack 3670.
BUMC’s newest unit is girl Troop 619. This unit was chartered on February 1, 2019, the first
official day BSA permitted girl units; in fact, this unit was the first girl troop in the state of
Montana. Troop 619 is made up of 12 enthusiastic girls who aspire to earn Eagle Scout.
Troop 619 leadership aims to create a sustainable program that will benefit girls in scouting
for generations to come. Katie Daughenbaugh is the Scoutmaster of Troop 619.
The Scouting program at BUMC is more than just an activity for our youth to learn about the
outdoors. Scouting provides fun, fellowship, and training for any youth in our community. It
emphasizes honesty, self-reliance, and respect. Through a year-round program, it fosters
character building, citizenship, leadership, and personal fitness. We salute the splendid
volunteers who serve as Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, Merit Badge Counselors, and advocates
of scouting. We specifically want to thank the United Methodist Men for paying each unit’s
charter fee every year. Further, we are grateful for the facility and support provided by BUMC
in general and look forward to continuing this positive relationship for generations to come.
Monday nights are Scout nights at BUMC with nearly 100 youth in the building - and we
couldn’t do it without you!

BSA Troop 676
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BSA Troop 619

Pack 3670 Pinewood Derby

By Deb Redburn and Gloria Zimmer
United Methodist Women is celebrating 150 years, when women first organized to meet
mission needs the church was not seeing! First efforts were for women’s medical and
educational basics, and focus continues on women, children, and youth.
At BUMC, your United Methodist Women are experimenting with new ideas, a new
organizational chart, a newly organized small group, and some new leaders. A stronger
emphasis is being placed on small groups for 2020. Typically, programs planned for all
members occurred four times a year. The leadership team decided to put our energy into the
small groups that meet monthly instead.
We are also working with the BUMC Mission Team on some joint ventures. After much
discussion, UMW reorganized the UMW Team to replace the existing president and vice
president with co-coordinators and welcomed Deb Redburn and Gloria Zimmer to lead the
team. Other team members are Nettie Warwood, secretary; Fran Goosey, treasurer with
assistance from Wanda Myers; Martha Hendricks, communications; and Chris RobisonCox, Jeneffer Smith, and Carol Bevill, nominating committee. Representatives from each
small group round out the team and include Jackie Montgomery (Newly Retired Group and
revitalized Reading Group), Martha Hendricks (Noon Luncheon Group and Inkspots), Nettie
Warwood (Miriam-Ruth Circle), and Betty Merta and Linda Hospodor (Circle of Justice).
We are excited to announce a new small group called the Circle of Justice, with Betty Merta
and Linda Hospodor leading. The new group plans to explore and take action on social
justice issues in our society, particularly those that impact women, children, and youth. Stay
tuned for more about them!
Also look for opportunities presented by Books with a Message, an attempt to introduce
more women to the amazing books on the UMW reading list developed at the national level.
If you’re interested in joining one of the small groups, please contact a group leader listed
above or Deb Redburn at dredburn53@gmail.com or 406-522-0861.

United Methodist Women

UMW: New Ideas, New Leaders

From left to right: Carol Bevill, Fran Goosey, Martha Hendricks, Deb Redburn and Gloria Zimmer
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On January 26th, the BUMC Leadership Team presented a set of values and purpose for
the church to vote on called “Faith for the Mountains, Hope in the Valleys”. At the Annual
Meeting/Charge Conference participants voted to adopt the following statement:
Who Are We? (Our Identity)
1. Every Person Is Sacred. We believe every person is created in the image of God and is of sacred worth.
To believe otherwise is to be isolated from the world and from God.
2. Risky Faith. We take these risks to be intellectual and faithful, to build bridges with strangers of diversity,
to be forward-thinking and still Biblical, and to be Methodist and *more than Methodist.
3. Justice-seeking Community. We show God’s love to the world through actions that alleviate suffering
and break down barriers in the world through service and **justice.
4. Touching God in Discipleship. We will become disciples by beginning the journey somewhere, and
then navigating life together as an ongoing pilgrimage.
5. Radical-grace Community. We embody the life of Jesus Christ through tangible acts of kindness and
hope in a world that needs both.
Why Do We Exist? (God’s Purpose For Us)
1. We are called to call people from isolation into sacredness and love.
2. We are called to work against isolation, exclusion, and negativity; and provide a place for diverse
relationships in a divided world.
3. We are called to provide refuge from the evils of the world.
4. We are called to demonstrate the value of being a Christian through personal healing, tangible hope, and
service.
5. We are called to be an open, accepting, welcoming, and nonjudgemental community.
*“more than Methodist” acknowledges both the diversity of ecumenical backgrounds such as Catholics, Evangelicals and Episcopalians within the
community alongside the rich traditions among other faiths within Christianity incorporated into the BUMC faith.
**Justice is defined as the Biblical mandate to make right our relationships with God, relationships with one another and relationships with the natural
creation.

Mailing Label

Bozeman United
Methodist Church
121 S Willson Ave
Bozeman, Montana 59715
406-586-5413

/bozemanumc

Follow Us On Social Media
@bozemanumc
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