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stroller than listen to complaining, I loaded the stroller in the back of the car.  Looking for 
familiar faces, we scurried across the park.  The first one I recognized was one I wasn’t 
expecting to see.  It was the printed face of the man’s whose family I had pastored, it was 
a t-shirt featuring the man whose life ended via suicide just a little over a month ago.  His 
wife stood crying surrounded by her brothers and sisters, her nieces and nephews, her 
daughter’s eyes looked tired.  Having spent hours together, including the precious ones 
just after it happened, I joined them feeling like part of the family.  

The night before, knowing there were kids who didn’t get to avoid knowing what it meant, 
I did my best to explain what the walk was for. I told my almost 7 year-old that there are 
people who are so sad that they don’t want to live anymore. I told her that we wanted 
people who felt like that to know that chances are, they won’t feel like that forever.  I told 
her we wanted people who had someone in their family that had died from that much 
sadness, that they aren’t alone.  As I stood, tears streaming down my face, listening 
to a brave Bozeman community member share about her dad taking his own life when 
she was the same age as my daughter is now, I told myself I needed to remind her, as I 
frequently do, that she too isn’t alone. 

There were almost 35 people from Bozeman United Methodist Church that participated 
in the Out of the Darkness Walk that day.  Our fundraising efforts came in second place, 
raising slightly more than our goal of 2,000.  I’m guessing that asking a family from the 
church to share about their experience with suicide ideation during worship last February 
allowed our congregation to feel safe with own experiences, and as a result, want to be a 
part of prevention efforts.  To be honest, walking doesn’t have a lot to do with the Out of 
the Darkness Walk.  From my perspective, walking simply gives those preset something 
to do together.  Somewhere to put their energy.  It is a community that no one wants to be 
a part of, those directly effected by suicide, but if you are a part of it, you might as well not 
do it alone.  

If we are currently feeling suicidal, please know that Bozeman has a walk-in crisis center 
(421 East Peach, 8:00 am-8:00 pm) and a 24-hour a day call line (406-586-3333).  If your 
journey has been impacted by suicide in other ways, please know I am here to listen.   

I had a funeral to get to so we left with the same hurried pace we had arrived, but in the 
still in-between I was deeply moved.  Moved by the answers to the question, “do you 
have a personal connection to suicide?”  Moved by people at BUMC who did, and wanted 
to connect with others, as well as by people at BUMC who didn’t, but wanted to be a part 
of preventing more people from answering yes to that question.

Dear Community,

Rev. Amy Strader
Lead Pastor for Congregational & Community Engagement
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Save the D
ateADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP

Saturday, October 26th, 9:00am -12:30pm 
(Rain/snow date: Nov 1)

WHERE: A 2-mile stretch - Valley Center Road
WHY: Clean roadways are safer, help the environment, 

and demonstrate that we care.
Information & Sign Up Contact 

Janet Bender-Keigley at 406-599-1369 
jbenderkeigley@gmail.com

October Happenings

NEW TO BUMC? NOT NEW, BUT WANT TO 
GET MORE CONNECTED? 

Come to “Pizza with the Pastors” 
Learn more and ask questions! Oh, and eat Pizza!

Sunday, November 3rd, 11:30am 
Fireside Room

Contact: Pastor Amy Strader
amy@bozemanumc.org

CARDBOARD BOX CITY
Support Family Promise

4:30pm on Saturday, October 5th 
to 7am on Sunday October 6th. 

New Location: 
Bozeman Pond Pavilion.

YOUTH GROUP 
HAY BALE MAZE NIGHT

Sunday, October 27th, 
Time: TBA

Meet at the Bozeman Maze 
1340 E Valley Center Rd.

Pizza Provided, Bring $5 to cover 
the cost of entry.

CHILDREN-LED WORSHIP
Sunday, October 6th

YOUTH-LED WORSHIP
Sunday, October 13th

CAMPUS MINISTRY-LED WORSHIP
Sunday, October 20th

CAMPUS MINISTRY 
FALL RETREAT
October 4th - 5th 

Come join us and our friends the 
PresbyCats for zip-line fun at 

Rockhaven camp. 

FALL VISITING DAY
Sunday, October 10th, 8:30am - Noon 

Fireside Room
Creating connections with your church family. Bring 
a loaf of Pumpkin Bread to those unable to come to 

church!

CROP WALK
Sunday, October 20th, Sign in at 1:30pm

Join our Gallatin Valley Crop Hunger Walk Team 
www.crophungerwalk.org/bozemanmt

FISHING FOR FOOD 
GALLATIN VALLEY 

FOOD BANK 
October 3rd - November 10th

Collecting canned goods & non-
perishable food for GVFB.

More Info: Jen Heiss 
jenheiss@yahoo.com

Greg Alff 
gregoryalff@gmail.com

MISSION-LED WORSHIP
Sunday, October 27th

ANNUAL PUMPKIN PARTY
Wednesday, October 30th, 5:00pm - 7:00pm

 Friendship Rm.
A holiday party for everyone. 
Games, Crafts, Food & Fun!

GALLATIN VALLEY CENTERING PRAYER
Monday, October 7, 5:30-6:30pm

(1st Monday of Every Month)
Christus Collegium, 

714 South Eighth Ave, in the Fireside Room. 

PARENTS DATE NIGHT
Nursery Care 5:45pm - 8:00pm in 

the youth room. 
•Friday, October 11

•Friday, October 25 (Fork & Spoon 
Cafe Night from 4:30 - 7:00pm)

BUMC TOWN HALL 
Sunday, October 27th, 9:30am

Location Friendship Room

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Sunday, November 3rd, 8:30am & 10:30am
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Workin’ It Out with God!

“It’s super nice to 
be connected to 

the church.  It’s so 
important to have a 

community you can be 
real with.”    

- Shanoah Eck

By Alison Skillman

Sunday School is in full swing in our new and improved upstairs space! The kids begin 
with singing and dancing followed by learning about the week’s scripture, then off to small 
groups they go! We have a great team of youth leading our Sunday School classrooms 
and they are really growing their faith as well with this new leadership opportunity! 
Preschool Sunday School is focusing on the Deep Blue Cirriculum in their classroom. 
Kindergarten thru 5th grade will be following along with the sermon series. September 
and October, we are focusing on working our spiritual muscles with the CORE 4: worship 
& devotion, education & study, community & fellowship, and giving & service. 
The first Sunday of every month is Family Sunday. We invite parents/guardians to 
participate in classes with their children. This is an opportunity for the parents/guardians 
to see what the children will be focusing on that month and to have a little fun too! The 
special 5th Sundays (in September, March & May) is Buddy Sunday, where we will have 
a mission work focus and time for kids to connect with their church buddies! 

We hope to see YOU at Sunday School 
(every Sunday 9:30 AM- 10:20 AM)! 

Do you have questions about Sunday School 
or the Buddy Program? 

Contact Alison Skillman 
alison@bozemanumc.org 
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Wednesday Nights Together: 
Education, Community & Mission

“We went to the Wednesday 
night program at church last 

night, and I highly recommend 
it. Dinner was fun, Reder 

went to the youth room [and 
watched a movie] with Ann, 

Ruby stayed back and helped 
with the WOW kids, Jason 

went for beer with a group led 
by Eric, and I went to a Brene 
Brown discussion with Amy. I 

just wanted to let y’all know I’d 
love to see you there if it fits 
in your schedule. Spread the 

word!”      
- Katie Daughenbaugh  

By Alison Skillman

Programming for ALL AGES has 
started, and our Kindergarten thru 
5th graders are already having a 
great time on Wednesday nights! 

The Creative Corner is a new 
after school program (4:00 PM- 
5:00 PM) that gives children more 
opportunities to be creative. 

We are exploring many ways 
to spark creativity with crafts, 
building, dancing, singing, 
puppetry, and using our 
imagination in new and beautiful 
ways!

Our WOW Team met and had a 
fabulous time making new signs 
for us to use when we go do 
mission work! We have so many 
fun, mission focused activities 
planned this fall like going to Dick 
and Lilly Lund’s home to pick 
grapes, collecting food, visiting 
the food bank, and partnering with 
the Compassion Project! 

We hope to see your family at 
WOW Team on Wednesdays from 
5:45 PM-7:00 PM! 

Questions about Creative Corner 
or WOW? Contact Alison Skillman 
alison@bozemanumc.org

Education & Study

4:00-5:00pm: BUMC’s Creative Corner (K-5th 
Grade Afterschool) Crafts, Music, Puppetry & More!

5:00-5:45pm: Meal, Dinner for All. Give if you 
can, eat even if you can’t.

5:45-7:00pm: Learning,
•WOW Team (K-5th Grade in Friendship Rm.) 
•Youth Small Groups (for 6th - 12th in Youth Rm)
•For Adults:
-Aging Parents & the Sandwich Generation (Chapel)
-Enneagram & the Way of Jesus (Upstairs Rm 201)
-Homebrew Theology (meets at The Bacchus)
-Aging Parents and the Sandwich Generation
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One exciting part of 
international mission trips is 
learning about the country, 
the people and the culture we 
serve. In the middle of long 
and hard days of work, we add 
time to enjoy friends, to see the 
sights, and to learn how we are 
all part of God’s family. 

This past July, we headed to 
Plaza Libertad in central San Salvador to learn about Archbishop Oscar Romero. Romero 
became a vocal critic of the elite power structure which economically marginalized the 
majority of Salvadorans, while a few Salvadorans controlled most of the wealth. He often 
spoke against the poverty, social injustice, assassinations and torture occurring in El 
Salvador at that time. The day before he was murdered, Father Romero delivered a sermon 
calling on Army soldiers to refuse to carry out orders contradicting Christian teaching…such 
as murder and torture. On March 24, 1980 Romero was killed by a sniper while celebrating 
Mass. His murderer has never been identified. Romero was canonized by Pope Francis in 
2018. His murder, and more importantly that it occurred on holy space, helped ignite the civil 
war in El Salvador (1980-1992).  

The influence Romero still holds on El Salvador is hard to miss. His image is painted on 
cinder block walls around the city, his portrait hangs in homes and businesses, & when you 
arrive in El Salvador you land at Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdamez Airport. His spirit of love 
and acceptance reflects the Salvadoran people…much more than the gangs & gang warfare 
we now hear so much about. Visiting his crypt in the National Cathedral in San Salvador 
reminds us of how Jesus calls us all to be radical in our advocacy of marginalized peoples.

In 1977 Romero wrote: 
Let us not tire of preaching love;
it is the force that will overcome the world.    
Let us not tire of preaching love. Though we see that waves of violence succeed in drowning 
the fire of Christian love, love must win out; it is the only thing that can.

BUMC Missions believes in the message of love preached by Father Romero. We aspire 
to living, and helping others live, in God’s earthly kingdom as brothers and sisters with 
everyone. We live our faith by moving outside our comfort zone. If you would like to learn 
more about El Salvador, Archbishop Romero, or to go on mission with us in March 2020: 
Please contact Vickie Wilkinson at vwilkson@aol.com.  

“Everyone can contribute much that is good, 
and in that way trust is achieved.  The common 
good will not be attained by excluding people.  

We can’t enrich the common good of our country 
by driving out those we don’t care for.  We 

have to try to bring out all that is good in each 
person and try to develop an atmosphere of 

trust, not with physical force, as though dealing 
with irrational beings, but with a moral force that 

draws out the good that is in everyone.” 
- Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, El Salvador  

Mission Abroad: Travel Through History



By Vickie Wilkinson

What does it mean to live missionally? How 
do we take our everyday lives and turn it into 
something caring, loving, purposeful for God’s 
kingdom? How do we turn pain into healing?  Is 
it even possible?

When Kelly Murdock-Billy and Charley Billy first 
married, their greatest desire was to have a big 
family. It was the future together they envisioned 
and they planned for. After heartbreaking 
miscarriages and infertility issues, Kelly finally 
discovered she was pregnant. In August 2010, at 32 weeks little Gabriel was born via 
c-section, due to him being in fetal distress. He had an extra chromosome that caused heart 
valve problems and other issues that led to his death. He survived only 7 days. Determined 
he would rest in the Kennekuk Church cemetery where Charley’s family had worshipped for 
over a century, they took the journey from Arkansas to take little Gabriel to Kansas.

It is clear the grief is still very raw when talking to Kelly. Her eyes immediately tear-up when 
Gabriel is discussed. She vividly describes his short life and how it felt to hold him in their 
arms, as he passed. But also evident is a steely determination to make his life count. And 
she and Charley have done that in spades. Each year on Gabriel’s birthday, to remember 
him, they give outrageously to other kids who are disadvantaged. 
 
This August, Kelly began a GoFundMe page on Facebook to raise funds for school supplies 
and donations of clothing for children attending the Hays/Lodgepole Elementary School 
on the Fort Belknap Reservation. Charley has family there, and they have visited the area 
often. The median income in Hays is $17,000 per year. In nearby Lodge Pole it is $21,000. 
Poverty and need permeate the community. A significant number of children live in foster 
care or with grandparents or relatives. Both reading and math proficiency is below 20% of 
the student population. The entire student population is eligible for free lunches.
  
On September 2, Kelly and Charley loaded their van with paper/pencils, crayons and glue, 
backpacks, new socks and underwear, donated clothing, warm coats and more. This was 
their third trip to the reservation with gifts for the children in two years. The Billys personally 
purchase items all year, on sale, knowing they will be needed when the new school year 
begins. The most coveted item when they arrived was a surprise: a partial box of donated 
size 5/6 diapers for a special needs student. The teacher had just run out of this necessary 
item when Kelly and Charley arrived.

For the Billys this is a journey toward healing. Outrageous giving takes the grief of losing 
their only child and turns it into hope for other children.  
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By Janet Kempff

Earth Friendly Tip for the month: Save & reuse your GOOS paper!  
That stands for Good On One Side, GOOS. Very often we toss out 
paper that is printed on only one side. Make a habit of placing your 
GOOS paper in a stack by your printer and use it to write grocery 
lists, or let the kids color on, or to print a draft of a document you 
are working on. You’ll save paper and trees and money too!

Earth Care Corner: Paper

Mission Highlight: Living Missionally
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School was out, but our youth 
were busy this summer, helping 
with VBS, serving in Browning 
on the youth mission trip, and 
enjoying time with each other at 
the youth outdoor movie night, 
playing laser tag and camping out 
in tents at Hyalite Reservoir!

The mission in Browning was 
a wonderful mix of relationship 
building and hard work. All week, 
part of our group worked with 
Blackfeet children attending a 
horse camp at the parsonage of 
the Methodist parish in Browning.  
We played games, crafts and 
drama with them, listened to their 
stories and fell in love. Some 
of our youth spent their time in 

Browning scraping and painting a 
senior man’s home, while others 
scraped and stained a senior 
woman’s back deck. Wherever 
we worked, we were warmly 
treated and their gratitude for 
the youth’s work was deep and 
sincere.  But it wasn’t all work!  
We found time for several great 
hikes in Glacier, a drive over the 
Going to the Sun road, and even 
some go-cart action!

School is back in session and 
we are back to our regular youth 
meetings, now on Sundays, 
from 6-7:45. Stay tuned to all 
the latest, upcoming events in 
the weekly blast and on our 
church Facebook, webpage and 
Instagram. Or by contacting Ann 
at:  ann@bozemanumc.org

A Summer of Fun with Youth Ministry

By Ann Dickensheets

Our campus ministry at MSU 
spent their usual Thursday 
meeting sorting and laying out 
brand new clothes that were 
given away to local charitable 
agencies on Friday.  Family 
Promise, Love INC, the Warming 
Center & others, took boxes 
of clothing to distribute to their 
clients. The clothes were donated 
by SRI, a local clothes distributor 
of Caterpillar clothing. Any 
clothing left was gathered up by 
Love INC & will be passed out at 
their Clothes Closet in Belgrade.

Our campus ministry at MSU is 
known affectionately by the initials 
TNT, which stands for Thursday 
Nights Together.  

Each Thursday evening, the 
group gathers together at the 
Christus Collegium,  located 
near campus, for a homemade 
dinner and program. In addition, 
the group offers a student-led 
bible study, fall & spring retreats, 
multiple service opportunities, 
and a spring break mission trip.  
(This year, TNT will be traveling 
to Cuba with the Presbyterian 
campus ministry!)

If you or someone you know 
is a student at Montana State 
University & would like more 
information about our program, 
you can find us on Facebook 
(TNTMSU) or 
www.tntmsu.weebly.com or 
by contacting Ann at:  ann@
bozemanumc.org

Campus Ministry Serves Our Community
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People often ask, “What is a Stephen Minister?”  One way to put it 
is that we are the After People.

We are there:
… after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.

… after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come 
crashing in on you.
… after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.
… after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
… after the nursing home director shakes your hand or your loved one’s hand and says 
“Welcome to your new home.”
… after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away – and the house seems 
suddenly empty.
… after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
… after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
… after you find a pink slip with your paycheck.
… after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still 
need to talk about it.

We are the After People We will come alongside you, your friends, neighbors, coworkers 
or relatives and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed. If you know 
someone who is hurting and could potentially benefit from a Stephen Minister, take that 
important first step. Call  Kim Broden, Nurture Care Coordinator at 406-551-7208, and 
allow one of us to be with you after.

Stephen Ministry: The After People

By Vickie Wilkinson

Walking hundreds of miles in extreme heat, over rugged terrain, without resources, often 
among hostile people…the refugee experience is horrific. The US is currently being 
impacted by the arrival of tens of thousands of Central American refugees fleeing extreme 
violence & poverty. They arrive hungry, sick & depleted, then face the real uphill battle. At 
the border long lines form just to be given an “interview” for possible asylum acceptance. 
The chance to ask for asylum can take weeks or months, all the while living outdoors 
or in makeshift shelters on both sides of the border (primarily in Mexico). There is a 
food shortage, clean water shortage, limited shelter & lack of medical care. The United 
Methodist Church has stepped into this vacuum in multiple ways. 

Between March & July 2019 UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) delivered 
over 46,000 personal hygiene kits to six church-run transitional shelters along the US-
Mexico border. Each kit contains a hand towel & wash cloth; soap; toothbrush; bandages; 
nail clippers & comb. Mountain Sky Conference churches were asked to help restock the 
kits & BUMC became the central drop-off point for all Methodist churches in Montana.  
BUMC members gave generously as completed kits & additional supplies were dropped 
off & throughout the weeks of August. 

On August 30, Mission Team members & others gathered to organize & assemble the 
kits. Along with other participating churches in Montana, we delivered 663 completed kits 
& a huge number of other additional supplies! There is much more to be done in helping 
alleviate the suffering of our refugee friends. Stay tuned as we discover & respond to the 
multiple ways the love of Christ can be shown to our neighbors in crisis. 

UMCOR Kits Headed to Border
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Spiritually Speaking...
By Brenda Anderson-Baker 

I like order. I don’t always live in order, but I aspire to it. In my professional life, I work 
hard to deliver easy-to-understand lessons about complex technical software – making 
order out of the information I glean from developers, most of which is way over my head 
at the beginning of a project. 

I like order in my home. After a long, messy remodel project this past spring, it feels 
wonderful to have clear pathways from one room to another. While I still wouldn’t want 
Marie Kondo to stop by unannounced, I feel pretty good about the state of my closets and 
cupboards. 

I like order in the world. While that, of course, is impossible and utterly beyond my 
control, I would love to open a news app on my phone without wondering what fresh hell 
will appear today. I long to feel confident that the United Methodist Church will resolve 
its issues practically and peaceably – and soon. I pray that the Five-Day Academy for 
Spiritual Formation that our team is scrambling to organize will come forth in a way that 
makes participants feel welcomed and cared for. And I ache for the small handful of 
friends I know who are battling critical health issues. Messy stuff, all of it.
Chaos abounds, and I need to deal with the reality that I can’t fix most of it. Not only can 
I not fix it, I’m struggling just to accept it. The Divine feels far away, and so far, anyway, I 
haven’t heard an answer to the angry letter I wrote to God in my journal this weekend. 

Like the fearful disciples on the raging sea, I want to cry out. Jesus, don’t you care if I 
drown? And like his response to the disciples, I hear him asking why I’m afraid, why I 
don’t trust him.

In N.T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone, the author says: “That’s Mark’s invitation to 
all of us: OK, go on, wake Jesus up, pray to him in your fear and anger. And don’t be 
surprised when he turns to you, as the storm subsides in the background, and asks when 
you’re going to get some real faith.”

Indeed. 

Here’s the place where I should say something nice and comforting and trite. Maybe 
something like In all the storms of life, you’ll be OK if you just remember that Jesus is in 
your boat. Or maybe Jesus is stronger than any turmoil you can face. 

But all I can think of at this particular moment is that when it feels like the sea is raging, 
it can be hard to remember much of anything about our faith – real or imagined. And 
sometimes, we find ourselves living for a while in the space between the storm and the 
calm, trying to wake Jesus.
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By Gloria Zimmer

UMW Mission U in July at 
Missoula First UMC was two days 
of worship, singing, and intensive 
study of: 1) the Gospel of Mark 
and 2) the history of the last 150 
years of church women united for 
change.  Focus was on stories 
of remarkable and persistent 
women.  Many of those in Mark 
were unnamed, but their deeds of 
radical discipleship were included 
in the scriptures.  In the second 
study, women were named, 
photos were included, and their 
achievements were lauded.  
Appropriate costumes helped 
participants get more deeply into 
the stories of some important 
women of an era.
Now what we will do in our time?  
About what are we passionate?  
Where will we be persistent?  

UMW at the national level 
has chosen four social action 
campaigns:  

1) Just Energy for All, 
2) Criminalization of Communities of Color & Mass 

Incarceration,
3) A Living Wage for All, 

4) Maternal & Child Health.  
A wealth of information on each topic is available at 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org - or, we might pick 
another area where justice is needed.

Mission U: Where Will We Be Persistent?

Advocacy for Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women & Girls
By Gloria Zimmer

The United Methodist Women of Blackfeet UM Parish hosted the UMW District Meeting 
in Browning on September 14.  In addition to warm hospitality, they shared painful stories 
of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls (MMIWG) from the reservation.  
These are women and girls from families they know or, in some cases, from their own 
families. Sometimes it is boys or men who disappear. They shared frustration that, while 

thousands are missing nationwide, perpetrators 
are not brought to justice.  Contributors are lack of 
information gathering and sharing, disputes about 
which law enforcement has jurisdiction in a given 
case, and failure to take reports of missing people 
seriously.

They implored us to help spread the discussion 
widely beyond the reservations to the dominant 
culture—share postings on Facebook about 
missing Native Americans and contact senators 
and representatives to pass legislation such as 
The Violence Against Women Act, Savannah’s 
Act (creates database to track missing indigenous 
people), and Hannah’s Act (establishes Dept. of 
Justice can get involved in missing persons cases).

Photo Above: Gloria Zimmer and Betty Merta don vintage dresses to tell the 
stories of Dr. Mabel Silver & Joyce Sohl, two historic leaders in women’s mission.

Photo Above: Rayola Running Crane & Gail Hoyt, 
licensed local pastors from within the Blackfeet UM 
Parish, lead communion.
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Bozeman United 
Methodist Church
121 S Willson Ave

Bozeman, Montana 59715
406-586-5413
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bozemanumc.org@bozemanumc #bozemanchurch
Follow Us On Social Media

 Bozeman United Methodist Church 
affirms all persons are made in the 
image of God, and thus have sacred 

worth and dignity. 
We welcome people of all ages, 

races, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, family configurations, political 

spectrums, economic standing, and 
mental and physical abilities.

Mailing Label


