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Note: I wrote this column for the January 2009 newsletter. Ten years later, it’s still true, and I’m not sure how I feel
about that. But I still need this reminder. Maybe you do too.

Be still, and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10
For the past several months, I feel as if I’ve been careening from one deadline to the next without
stopping. Whether at work, home, or church, as soon as one project is crossed off my list, another
one looms on the horizon. It’ll be over soon, I told myself in September, then October, and just last
week. Now the end is really in sight, I’m almost certain. By the end of February for sure, or at least
by mid-April. Really.
This hectic pace contains at least three lessons for me. First, I can choose to see myself as always
trying to outrun the next deadline, or I can recognize that these events do not interfere with my
life; instead, they are my life—my rich, full, challenging life, the one so full of wonderful choices
that I long to say yes as often as I can. The second is that I must take time for rest and play so I can
continue to say yes to the blessings that present themselves. And the third is that time is a gift from
God, and one he dispenses with unerring fairness.
Of course, I know there are people who have an aching realization that their time is limited, and I’m
not talking about them. And I know we must all accept that every breath is a gift from God, one we
cannot take for granted. But for most of us as we go about our daily lives, time is a sure sign of
God’s generosity. We are awash in it, just as we have an abundance of air to breathe. I never find
myself saying, “There just isn’t enough air.” But just as every inhalation finds me with a fresh
source of oxygen, every minute is followed by another, stringing themselves together into the
hours, weeks, and years of my life.
I want to experience time as the amazing gift from God that it really is. Until God says my life on this
earth is finished, he continues to shower me with time. So how can I do a better job of savoring the
minutes of my life? First of all, I need to thank God for each one. Then I need to thank him for the
rich opportunities he’s blessed me with—people to love and work that helps make a difference.
And I need to continue to spend some of my time—or rather, God’s time—getting to know God
better by talking and listening to him. Maybe the real lesson is to learn to see every minute of every
day as God’s time.
Father God, in every moment that feels rushed, help me recognize your extraordinary generosity in
bestowing on me yet another minute, and another, and another—an unending gift from you to me.

Mission Recognition Award Recipients Dick and Lilly Lund and Sally McConnell were recognized at
the UMW Advent Brunch.
Lilly and Dick Lund have worked as a couple for 60 years, donating time to Sunday School, Family Camp,
WOW Team, Vacation Bible School, Cub and Boy Scouts, Museum of the Rockies, and UMW. The
congregation has enjoyed tomato seedlings and homemade grape juice for Holy Communion through their
gardening experiences with WOW Kids. Sally is retiring as Vital Missions Coordinator for our Conference.
She has organized mission trips and awareness in Angola and Haiti, as well as flood relief and disaster relief
here in Montana. She created a platform for Methodists in our conference to share and work together.

“For Christmas and Every Day”

Thank you to Lilly, Dick and Sally!

Don’t Be With You
The December UMW Advent Brunch and
You are Favored
Program was a time to share friendship and
spiritual reflection. Together we enjoyed a
delicious meal. Then we were spiritually fed with a
time of sharing under the leadership of Brenda
Anderson-Baker. We explored “Gabriel’s Gifts”
that were given to Mary and to all of us. The

We welcome our 2019 UMW officers

poem “Gabriel’s Annunciation” by Jan Richardson

Pres. Janna Christensen
Vice Pres. Gloria
Zimmer
Recording Secretary: Nettie Warwood
Assistant Rec. Sec: Jeannie Haight
Treasurer: Wanda Myers : Spiritual Growth:
Brenda Anderson-Baker
Assistant Treasurer:
Fran Goosey Education and Interpretation &
Historian: Jackie Montgomery
Sec. Of Program
Resources: Rachel Jarvis
“UMW Voice” Coordinator: Martha Hendricks
Not pictured: Membership Nurture & Outreach:
Jeneffer Smith
Social Action: Patti Hatfield

gave us Gabriel’s point of view as he paused
before disturbing Mary’s “last ordinary moment”.
What an extraordinary life she had before her!

Get on line! Check out the
BUMC website
Click on the UMW page for the
UMW Voice
Attention! Save the date!!

Installation of 2019 UMW Officers

All of UMW will meet at Aspen Pointe on
February 6th at 1:30pm and join with Pastor Amy
in a time of sharing the community of Christ
together.

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Jan. 8 Tues. UMW Mission Team 10am Friendship Room Jan. 15 Tues. Newly Retired Group 10am. IHOP
Jan. 16 Wed. Miriam-Ruth & Trinity 10am conference room Jan. 24 Thurs. Noon Luncheon Group 12pm
conference room
Inkspots TBA contact Martha: myhendricks@icloud.com
Feb 6 Wed. 1:30pm UMW event at Aspen Pointe

March 8-10 Women’s Retreat Fairmont Hot Springs

