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Spiritually Speaking
Brenda Anderson-Baker

Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth

A few weeks ago, Reverend Eric preached a sermon challenging us – challenging me – to read the
Bible, to engage with it, to use it to deepen our relationship with the God who walked with the people of
its pages and who walks with us today. As he spoke, I found myself feeling defensive. A lot.
It’s too hard, I whined silently. It contradicts itself. Some of it’s cryptic, and other parts are boring. Some
of it’s violent, some of it’s petty, lots of it is uncomfortable.
When I got home, I dug through some of my books about the importance of Scripture in the life of a
Christian. (You can speculate for yourself what it means about me that I would rather read about reading
Scripture than actually read it.) One of the books was Eugene Peterson’s “Eat This Book: A
Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading.” Here’s a passage that I highlighted when I first read it quite
a while ago:
“...in order to read the Scriptures adequately and accurately, it is necessary at the same time to
live them. Not to live them as a prerequisite to reading them, and not to live them in
consequence of reading them, but to live them as we read them, the living and reading
reciprocal, body language and spoken words, the back-and-forthness assimilating the reading to
the living, the living to the reading. Reading the Scriptures is not an activity discrete from living
the gospel but one integral to it. It means letting Another have a say in everything we are saying
and doing. It is as easy as that. And as hard.”
Yeah, hard. But I suspect that I’m far from the only one who gets kind of paralyzed when I think
about scripture as part of my spiritual practice. I think about the different approaches I’ve tried
over the years – Bible studies, praying the psalms, lectio divina, New Testament, Old Testament,
Paul’s letters. I’ve tried studying the Gospels. I’ve read the Bible alone, I’ve read it in groups, I’ve
had it taught to me. And still I struggle.
I feel convicted by the infrequency with which I pick up my Bible. And “convicted” is not a word you often
hear in mainstream Protestantism. But deep in my heart and deep in my soul, I know that Scripture is
not an optional part of a Christian’s life.
What I heard in Eric’s message that Sunday is that Scripture is supposed to challenge us. But only
through wrestling with it will we come to understand its role in our lives, its message and lessons and
wisdom. I still don’t know where to start again. But I know that I must.

Wednesday February 6 1:30pm

UMW Meeting at Aspen Pointe All are invited!!

Join us in the Fireside Room of Aspen Pointe as we have a conversation with Pastor Amy and explore
“Community : Then and Now”. Enjoy an afternoon of fellowship, sharing, COMMUNITY, and…..
top it off with a delicious dessert.
UMW Women’s Retreat Fairmont Hot Springs March 8-10

The Beat Goes on: In the Islands. Come and enjoy the spirit of ALOHA! Click on the link below!
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/files/content/umw/womens+event+invitation+and+registration+2019.docx.pdf

What does UMW do with the money that you pledge?
Through their generosity United Methodist Women members help empower and improve
the lives of women, youth and children in the United States and around the world. About
70 percent of Mission Giving funds from members go to programs and projects supporting
women, children and youth. Around 20-30 percent stays with the local, district, and
conference organizations of United Methodist Women for local mission. Only 9 percent
covers administrative costs. ( Information provided by the UMW website.)

Thanks to the wonderful congregational support for our December fund raisers, we met all of
our budgeted mission giving, supplemented our Pledge to Mission by $1000, donated $1000 to
the Warming Center, and have a comfortable balance to carry forward into 2019. Thank You!

BOZEMAN UMW 2018 FINANCIAL REPORT submitted by Wanda Myers, treasurer
(As of 12-18-18)
Where the Money Went

Where the Money Came From

Undesignated giving to National UMW
Pledge to Mission
$7,000.00
Other channels undesignated giving
611.99
Love offering
100.00
Prayer & Self-Denial Offering
140.00
UMW Legacy Fund
350.00
Local/Designated Giving
Blackfeet Parish/Intermountain Home 150.00 ea.
Family Promise
250.00
Fork & Spoon (HRDC), Haven, Love INC,
Community Health Partners, WOW
100.00 ea.
TOTAL MISSION GIVING
$9,251.99
Admin./Membership Development
417.77
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Member Pledges to Mission
$7,670.00
Member undesignated giving
641.00
Prayer & Self-Denial Offering
140.00
May Luncheon
173.97
Miscellaneous contributions
140.00
Bequet Caramels pre-sales
720.50
Mission Market proceeds (plus additional
caramel sales)
$2,016.75
TOTAL INCOME

$11,502.22

$9,669.76

Upcoming Meetings
Feb. 6 Wed. 1:30pm Aspen Pointe: UMW general meeting with Pastor Amy
Feb. 12 Tues. 10am-noon UMW Mission team Friendship Room
Feb. 19 Tuesday 10am Newly
Retired Group IHOP
Feb. 20 Wed. 10am Miriam-Ruth church conference room
Feb. 27 Wed. 3-6pm Inkspots Cardmaking at the home of Martha Hendricks
Feb. 28 Thursday noon-1pm Noon Luncheon Group church conference room

